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PUBLISHER'S  ANNOUNCLMLNT 

3N  presenting  the  Conservative  Advocate  to  the  public,  I  wish  to 
acknowledge  with  gratitude  the  encouragement  and  support  I  have 
received,  and  the  willing  assistance  rendered  in  enabling  me  to  surmount 
the  many  unforseen  obstacles  to  be  met  with  in  its  publication.  1  wish  to  thank 
Thomas  D.  Bradstreet,  State  Comptroller,  and  Freeman  F.  Patten,  State 
Treasurer,  who  carefully  looked  into  the  intended  purpose  of  the  work  and 
gave  their  written  endorsement,  which  aided  me  materially  in  making  this 
publication  a  success.  I  wish  also  to  thank  Dr.  John  B.  McCook,  who,  while 
acting  in  the  capacity  of  Physician,  gave  words  of  counsel  and  advice,  which, 
mdirectly,  made  this  book  possible. 

In  publishing  biographies  the  difficulty  always  arises  in  getting  the 
co-operation  and  support  of  men  who  belong  in  a  book  of  this  nature.  This 
little  volume  contains,  however,  a  large  number  of  sketches,  in  condensed  form, 
of  some  of  the  most  successful  men  in  the  State.  Some  of  these  are  prominent 
politically,  others  are  Captains  of  Industry,  but,  in  whatever  vocation  their  success 
may  lie,  the  majority  attribute  the  same  to  their  conservative  methods.  This  book 
not  only  contains  biographical  sketches  of  some  of  our  highest  types  of  American 
citizenship,  but  essays  by  some  of  the  most  brilliant  and  talented  men  in  the 
State;  on  the  one  theme — Conservatism.  My  object  in  combining  biographical 
and  educational  features  into  one  book  has  been,  on  the  one  hand,  to  give  Labor 
the  benefit  of  suggestions  made  by  the  most  conservative  men;  on  the  other 
hand,  to  show  them,  through  these  biographical  sketches,  the  successful  career 
of  men  whose  success  has  been  due  to  conservatism.  One  of  the  most  important 
and  most  serious  topics  of  the  day  is  the  question  of  how  Capital  and  Labor 
may  be  drawn  into  closer  touch  with  one  another.  The  one  reply  of  all  ta  whom 
this  question  has  been  put  has  been,  "To  have  not  only  Labor  be  conservative, 
but  Capital  as  well." 

In  times  to  come  this  book  will  acquire  added  value  as  a  repository  of 
records,  whose  historical  s-grrificance  will  then  be  fully  appreciated,  and  the 
efforts  made  by  this  generation  to  preserve  data  of  the  present  time  will  be 
gratefully  acknowledged  bv  posterity. 

EARL  L.  CHADWICK. 


FRANK    B.  WE,LK5 


3N  THE  State  of  Connecticut  no  man  stands  higher  in  the  esteem  of  the  peo- 
ple than  Governor  Frank  B.  Weeks  of  Middletown.  He  is  an  excellent 
example  of  the  polished  American  gentleman,  of  sound  business  judgment 
and  typifies  a  class  of  citizenship  well  worthy  of  emulation.  His  life  has  been  de- 
voted to  large  business  interests  rather  than  office-seeking,  but  as  is  usually  the  case 
with  a  man  of  this  type,  when  he  answered  the  call  of  the  people,  he  assumed  the 
responsible  duties  with  a  stout  heart,  not  burdened  by  promises  and  has  had  a  most 
successful  administration.  He  was  elected  Lieutenant  Governor  in  November,  1908, 
by  40,489  plurality.  On  April  21,  1909,  the  death  of  Governor  George  L.  Lilley  oc- 
curred and  the  same  day  Mr.  Weeks  was  sworn  in  as  his  successor.  The  death  of 
Governor  Lilley,  at  almost  the  beginning  of  his  term  of  office,  was  tragic.  His  suc- 
cessor, however,  proved  worthy  in  every  respect.  During  the  Legislative  session 
Governor  Weeks  exercised  his  power  of  veto  on  several  bills  and  was  sustained, 
which  is  a  tribute  to  his  excellent  judgment.  He  was  born  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y., 
January  20,  1854,  his  parents  being  Daniel  L.  and  Frances  M.  (Edwards)  Weeks. 
His  education  was  completed  at  a  College  Preparatory  at  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y. 
For  six  years  he  was  assistant  to  the  Superintendent  in  the  business  management  of 
the  Connecticut  Hospital  for  the  Insane  at  Middletown,  resigning  to  associate  him- 
self with  George  A.  Coles  in  the  wholesale  grain  and  feed  business.  He  has  since 
retired  from  the  firm  to  take  charge  of  the  estate  of  the  late  Horace  Boardman 
of  Middletown.  He  is  also  Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee  of  the  Connecticut 
Hospital  for  the  Insane.  He  has  a  membership  in  the  North  Congregational 
Church  of  Middletown,  the  Middlesex  County  Historical  Society  and  other  or- 
ganizations. He  is  also  a  trustee  of  the  Middlesex  Assurance  Company.  Several 
years  ago  he  was  married  to  Miss  Helen  Hubbard  of  Middletown. 


THL  THLORY  OF  CON5LRVATI5M 


BY 


Hon.  WILLIAM  F.  HLNNLY. 


"jjl  HAVE  been  asked  to  make  some  suggestions  on  the  topic  of  Conservatism 

in  Labor  matters. 

In  every  department  of  human  endeavor  two  great  principles  or  forces 
are  at  work  in  perpetual  antagonism,  one  seeking  to  preserve  and  maintain 
things  as  they  are,  and  the  other  striving  to  uproot  things  from  the  foundation 
and  build  anefw.  These  opposing  forces  are  generally  referred  to  by  the 
names  of  Conservatism  and  Radicalism.  These  forces  are  fully  as  active 
in  the  domain  of  labor  as  in  any  other,  and  I  know  of  no  field  in  which  the 
conservative  man  can  be  of  greater  power  for  good  than  in  that  of  the  labor 
organization.  "Hold  fast  that  which  thou  hast,"  is  an  excellent  precept  in 
all  the  affairs  of  life.  The  underlying  reason  for  much  of  our  business 
failure  and  disaster  is  found  in  the  fact  that  men,  in  their  eagerness  to  develop 
and  expand  their  business,  imperil  what  they  have  by  ill-advised  struggles  to 
get  more.  Of  the  two  great  factors  in  industrial  development,  labor  was 
first  in  the  field.  It  was  a  great  asset  in  the  world's  inventory  before  men 
had  any  medium  of  exchange  or  knew  the  meaning  of  money,  and  when  the 
owner  merely  exchanged  the  products  of  his  own  toil  directly  for  the  products 
of  the  toil  of  others.  As  a  great  factor  in  our  modern  civilization  labor,  like 
all  the  other  factors,  is  confronted  with  the  question  of  methods,  whether  it 
shall  strive  to  build  up  and  preserve  or  to  cast  down  and  destroy,  whether  its 
wholesome  work  shall  be  conducted  on  radical  or  conservative  lines.  We  are 
living  in  a  time  of  transition.  The  old  order  is  changing  with  the  result  that 
every  man  with  a  fad  or  a  hobby  is  mounted  upon  it  and  riding  inevitably  to 
a  fall.  People  seem  to  be  possessed  with  a  mania  for  new  things.  In  such 
a  situation  the  value  of  a  conservative  man  in  any  field  of  endeavor  is 
priceless,  for  I  take  the  conservative  man  to  be  one  who  takes  a  judicial 
attitude  towards  all  problems,  who  recognizes  and  insists  upon  his  own  opinions 
and  rights  and  yields  a  due  and  manly  deference  to  the  rights  and  opinions  of 
others. 

The  lack  of  this  judicial  quality  in  the  treatment  of  labor  problems  has 
led  to  incalculable  loss  and  innumerable  disasters.  The  first  thing  that  the 
conservative    man    sees   to    in   labor   problems,    as    in   all   other   problems,    is    to 


HADLAl    AU5TIN    HULL 

3N  NEW  LOXDOX  County  no  man  is  better  or  more  favorably  known  than 
Hadlai  Austin  Hull.  There  is  a  premium  on  men  who  never  flinch  from 
duty  no  matter  how  unpleasant  and  who  will  fight  for  a  principle  to  the  last 
ditch.  The  name  of  Hadlai  Austin  Hull  is  synonomous  with  all  that  is  for  right  and 
against  wrong.  Respected  by  good  citizens  and  feared  by  wrongdoers  briefly  de- 
scribes his  standing  in  society. 

Mr.  Hull  was  born  in  Stonington,  this  state,  August  22,  1854,  his  parents  being 
Joseph  Hull  and  Mary  Ellen  Fish.  After  leaving  the  public  schools  he  completed 
the  first  year  in  Amherst  College  in  the  class  of  '78,  and  accepted  a  position  as 
teacher,  Graduating  from  Yale  Law  School  in  1880.  To-day  his  practice  has  ex- 
tended to  the  Federal  Courts,  including  the  United  States  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals, 
and  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 

He  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  J.  Jenks,  March  30,  1878,  and  after  her  death, 
to  Miss  Ellen  A.  Brewster,  June  25,  1906.  His  children  are  Helen  A.,  born  March 
6,  1880;  C.  Hadlai,  born  October  25,  1883  ;  and  Eleanor,  born  May  6,  1909. 

During  President  Cleveland's  first  administration  he  was  collector  of  the  port 
of  Stonington.  For  thirteen  years  ending  March  13,  1905,  he  was  prosecuting  at- 
torney of  the  Criminal  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  and  then  appointed  State's  At- 
torney for  New  London  county,  which  office  he  still  holds.  In  1884  he  represented 
the  town  of  Stonington  in  the  State  Legislature. 

His  military  experience  has  been  extensive.  During  the  Spanish  American 
War  he  was  a  captain  and  major  in  the  Third  Regiment,  Conn.  Volunteer  In- 
fantrv  and  for  several  vears  a  major  of  the  Coast  Artillery  Corps,  C.  N.  G.- 

He  is  a  member  o'f  the  Baptist  church  and  of  all  the  Masonic  bodies  to  the 
32nd  degree.  He  is  at  the  head  of  the  law  firm  of  Hull,  McGuire  &  Hull  and  has 
engaged  in  many  important  cases,  civil  and  criminal.  Gifted  in  oratory,  exception- 
ally well  read  in  law  and  strong  in  argument  Major  Hull's  phenomenal  success 
at  the  bar  is  easily  explained. 


THE-    THEORY    OF    CONSERVATISM 

(Continued.) 

state  in  the  first  place  clearly  and  comprehensively  the  question  at  issue :  to 
make  known  concisely  his  own  claims  and  to  appreciate  accurately  the  claims 
of  his  antagonists.  In  many  labor  disputes  it  often  happens  that  the  real 
issue  between  employer  and  employed  is  lost  sight  of.  and  the  contest  waged 
on  side  questions  that  really  have  little  significance  to  either  party.  The  word 
reform  has  been  defined  to  mean  "a  change  for  the  better" ;  and  too  often  in 
labor  controversies  the  pretended  reform  is  really  a  change  for  the  worse. 
Conservatism  in  labor  matters  means  a  struggle  for  two  things :  First, 
to  maintain  inviolate  the  things  already  achieved,  and  second,  to  add  to  them 
from  time  to  time  such  other  reasonable  acquisitions  as  make  for  better 
conditions.  Any  methods  which  lose  sight  of  either  of  these  points  are 
inadequate  and  must  lead  to  bad  results.  It  is  a  good  rule  to  "make  haste 
slowly."  The  difficulty  with  the  average  reformer  is  that  he  wants  to 
regenerate  the  world  with  a  touch.  The  vast  progress  that  labor  organizations 
have  made  in  the  last  half  century  has  been  due  to  the  skill  of  labor  leaders 
in  gaining  from  day  to  day  and  from  year  to  year,  little  by  little,  a  broader 
recognition  of  rights  and  a  juster  sense  of  the  relations  of  labor  to  capital 
as  mutually  dependent  upon  each  other.  The  value  of  radicalism  is  in  its 
enthusiasm;  the  value  of  conservatism  lies  in  its  judicial  attitude  and  its 
choice  of  method  without  which  radicalism  let  loose  would  be  the  merest  bull 
in  a  china  shop.  The  conservative  man  attracts  little  popular  applause,  for 
his  talisman  is  to  go  slow ;  but  in  the  world  of  alYairs  he  i's  the  real  conqueror, 
the  man  who  achieves  results.  Conservatism  in  labor  circles  is  an  anchor 
to  windward,  a  great  factor  of  safety,  and  a  principle  which  may  bd  relied 
upon  to  bring  the  best  things  to  pass.  And  when  the  relations  of  labor  and 
capital  are  finally  adjusted  upon  purely  equitable  principles,  as  they  will  be 
eventually,  the  credit  will  be  due  to  that  principle  of  conservatism  which,  while 
abating  no  single  item  of  its  ju.st  claims,  yet  recognizes  in  fullest  measure  the 
claims  and   rights  of  others. 

This  careful  examination  of  both  sides  of  a  question,  while  most  likely 
to  lead  to  fair  and  reasonable  results,  is  too  often  lost  sight  of  in  (the  he'iat 
of  controversy.  The  time  to  exercise  this  kind  of  judgment  is  at  the  outset, 
before  a  controversy  reaches  the  acute  stage.  If  we  cotild  only  have  some 
permanent  committee  or  other  body,  holding  no  brief  for  either  party,  to  whom 
all  disputes  could  be  referred  as  soon  as  they  arose,  and  whose  decision  and 
judgment  should  be  absolutely  final  and  conclusi\e ;  we  should  have  taken  a 
long  step  towards  permanent  industrial  peace.  Such  a  committee  must  be 
composed  of  men  who  command  everj'bo'dy's  confidence.  To  such  a  body  any 
man  would  be  willing  to  commit  his  interest,  who  means  to  be  fair.  The 
wisdom  of  our  own  General  .Assembly  may  yet  provide  us  with  such  a  system 
and  such  a  tribunal. 


JAML5  H.  MacDONALD 

j-pHE  subject  of  this  sketch  is  James  H.  Mac  Donald,  State  Highway  Commis- 
m^      sioner,  and  five  times  president  of  the  National  Road  Builders'  Association. 
He  has  served  as  Highway  Commissioner  for  fourteen  years,  through  the 
terms  of  seven  governors,  and  was  chairman  of  the  triple-headed  commission  origi- 
nally appointed  by  Governor  O.  Vincent  Coffin. 

The  work  of  the  State  Highway  department  has  so  commended  itself  to  the 
people  that  the  appropriation  voted  in  1895  of  $75,000  has  grown  to  practically 
$2,000,000  a  year.  It  has  been  urged  that  this  large  sum  of  money  and  great  re- 
sponsibility are  too  much  to  extend  to  any  one  man.  The  answer  to  this  is  the 
large  degree  of  confidence  that  Mr.  Mac  Donald  has  enjoyed  and  which  has  been 
extended  to  him  by  the  towns  because  of  the  fact  that  he  has  never  prostituted  the 
office  into  the  mire  of  politics,  but,  on  the  contrary,  has  kept  it  clean.  Another 
reason  for  this  confidence  is  that  the  Commissioner  has  not  sought  the  favor  of 
the  great  political  centers,  but  has  gone  into  the  smaller  towns  and  protected  their 
interests  equally,  if  not  to  a  greater  extent,  than  those  of  the  congregated  interests 
represented  by  the  cities.  His  policy  has  been  to  take  care  of  the  business  interests 
of  the  state  first.  This  is  clearly  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  he  has  laid  out  a  sys- 
tem of  fourteen  trunk  lines  which  comprehend  in  their  usefulness  catering  to  the 
wants  of  the  people  of  the  entire  state.  In  this,  he  claims  he  best  subserves  the 
interests  of  the  state  by  having  the  movement  general  rather  than  centralizing  the 
work  of  the  department. 

Mr.  Mac  Donald  was  born  in  Albany,  N.  Y.,  in  1851,  and  although  an  alien — an 
adopted  son  of  Connecticut — no  citizen  of  the  state  is  received  more  kindly  in  the 
homes  of  the  people  than  is  the  Commissioner. 


HLRBLRT  R.  COFFIN,  5r. 

j|>  LESSED  are  the  dead  which  die  in  the  Lord  from  henceforth :  Yea,  saith 
(J  the  Spirit,  that  they  may  rest  from  their  labours  ;  and  their  works  do 
follow  them."  On  July  8,  1901,  Herbert  R.  Coffin  of  Windsor  Locks, 
well  known  throughout  the  State  as  a  manufacturer  and  church  man,  departed  this 
life,  leaving  the  priceless  legacy  of  a  good  name  which  will  ever  endure.  That  he 
was  a  man  of  great  foresight,  of  unflinching  courage,  strong  will,  generous  nature 
and  determination  of  character,  is  known  by  all  who  knew  him,  and  to  the  posses- 
sion of  these  qualities  he  was  indebted  to  a  great  extent  for  his  uniform  success  in 
life.  He  had  the  rare  faculty  of  inspiring  both  affection  and  respect  in  all  with 
whom  he  came  in  contact  and  his  financial  success  was  commensurate  with  his 
intrinsic  worth.  No  one  who  has  lived  in  Hartford  County  during  the  last  century 
bore  a  more  enviable  reputation  or  was  held  in  higher  esteem  than  he.  His  life 
presents  a  worthy  example  to  the  rising  generation,  affording  a  practical  demonstra- 
tion of  what  can  be  accomplished  through  concentrated  effort. 

Mr.  Coffin  was  born  in  Rindge,  New  Hampshire,  August  6,  1840,  the  son  of 
George  S.  and  Sarah  (Scovell)  Coffin.  He  was  a  descendant  of  the  old  Nantucket 
family  of  that  name,  and  his  antecedents  were  also  those  of  Admiral  Sir  Isaac 
Coffin  of  the  British  Navy,  who  in  1826  visited  the  island  and  who,  in  memory  of 
his  ancestors  established  a  school,  endowing  the  same  with  a  fund  of  ten  thousand 
dollars.  George  S.  Coffin,  the  father,  was  a  native  of  Royalston,  Mass.,  and  at  one 
time  was  extensively  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  flannels  at  Ludlow,  Vermont, 
and  Winchendon,  Mass.  Later  he  conducted  a  profitable  business  in  grading  and 
scouring  wool  at  Rindge,  New  Hampshire,  and  Windsor  Locks.  His  death  oc- 
curred at  Winchendon  in  1877.  Herbert  R.  Coffin  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  Ludlow,  the  Kimball  Union  Academy,  Meriden,  New  Hampshire, 
and  the  Conference  Academy  of  West  Poultney,  Vermont.  He  began  his  business 
career  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years  as  a  clerk  in  the  dry  goods  commission  house 
of  Upson,  Tucker  &  Company,  Boston.  Three  years  later  and  for  the  next  two 
years  he  was  with  W.  F.  Weld  &  Company  of  the  same  city.  Then  he  joined  his 
father  in  Rindge,  where  they  established  the  firm  of  Herbert  R.  Coffin  &  Company 
to  engage  in  the  grading  and  scouring  business.  Two  years  later  the  firm  re- 
moved to  Windsor  Locks,  where  Mr.  Coffin  sold  out  to  his  father  in  1867.  He  en- 
tered the  office  of  the  Star  Paper  Mills,  established  by  C.  H.  Dexter,  acting  as 
clerk  for  one  year  and  finally  becoming  sole  proprietor  of  the  business.  He  was  a 
director  of  the  Connecticut  River  Banking  Company  and  the  Medlicott  Company; 
also  Vice-President  of  the  Connecticut  River  Water  Company.  He  had  years  of 
experience  in  and  mastered  all  details  of  the  paper  business  and  to  his  careful 
management  is  ascribed  the  wonderful  development  of  the  industry.  Politically, 
Mr.  Coffin  was  a  Republican  and  although  an  active  supporter  of  his  party,  he  never 
sought  office.  For  twenty-seven  years  he  was  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church  and  for  twenty-two  years  acted  as  deacon.  He  was  deeply  devoted  to  re- 
ligious matters  and  gave  to  them  freely  of  his  time  and  money.  On  December  4, 
1866,  he  married  Mrs.  John  Sargent  Haskell,  nee  Dexter,  daughter  of  the  late  C. 
H.  Dexter,  and  they  had  three  children,  Arthur,  Herbert  R.  Jr.,  and  Grace  Pierson 
Coffin.  The  sons  are  worthy  successors  of  their  father  in  business.  Li  the  words 
of  Holy  Writ,  the  good  works  of  Herbert  R.  Coffin  will  follow  him. 


"^4830; 


ARTHUR  D.  COFFIN 

"Yj^  EADERS  of  biography  see  much  between  the  Hnes.,  Very  few  men  who 
C^  have  achieved  success  tell  how  they  accomplished  it.  vSome  refrain 
through  modesty  and  others  find  it  hard  to  explain.  All,  however,  remem- 
ber that  there  was  much  effort,  much  competition,  much  advice,  sought  and 
unsought ;  and  not  a  little  worthy.  Success  may  be  compared  to  a  valuable 
commod'ty  in  the  market.  It  costs  something  to  get  either.  The  greater  the 
aspiration  the  more  work  is  involved  in  realizing  it.  A  great  American  statesman 
cnce  said  that  "college  boys  who  spend  study  time  on  the  grass  or  on  the  chains 
or  on  the  fence  are  more  than  likely  to  do  the  same  thing  in  later  years  for 
want  of  something  better  to  do.  Indeed  the  conduct  of  youthful  days  is  almost 
invariably  a  tell-tale  of  the  days  to  come  and  this  statement  is  supported  by  the 
cdage  "As  you  sow,  so  shall  you  reap."  So  what  has  been  said  about  reading 
between  the  lines  of  biography  may  be  imderstood  by  the  reader.  The  urrwritten 
lines  would  tell  of  patience,  pluck,  perservance,  and,  above  all,  upright  living. 

Arthur  Dexter  Coffin  of  Windsor  Locks,  the  subject  of  the  sketch,  is  one 
v.'hose  life  has  been  of  close  application  to  business  and  he  has  become  well-known 
throughout  thie  state,  as  manufacturer  and  financier.  He  was  born  lin  Windsor 
locks,  April  25,  1868,  and  is,  therefore  in  his  forty-second  year.  He  is  the  son 
of  the  late  Herbert  Raymond  and  Julia  S.  (Dexter)  Coffin.  He  received  his  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  town,  the  Hartford  Public  High  School 
and  the  Philips'  Academy  of  Andover.  At  the  age  of  twenty  he  began  work  in 
the  grist  mill  owned  by  C.  H.  Dexter  &  Sons  and  later  took  charge  of  (the  flour 
mills  connected  with  his  father's  paper  industry.  To-day  he  is  at  the  head  of 
this  great  paper-making  concern  which  numbers  among  its  products  the  famous 
"Princess"  Cover,  known  all  over  the  world.  Within  the  last  few  years  the  busi- 
ness has  grown  materially  and  there  are  mills  at  Windsor  Locks  and  Suffield. 

Mr.  Coffin  is  president  of  the  Connecticut  Company  at  Windsor  Locks,  a 
trustee  of  the  State  Savings  Bank  and  director  of  the  Connecticut  River  Banking 
Company  of  Hartford;  also  a  director  of  the  Medlicott  Compay  of  .Windsor  Locks. 
The  latter  company  manufactures  underwear  on  a  large  scale.  Mr.  Coffin  is  a 
member  of  the  Nayassett  Club,  Farmington  Country  Club,  Hartford  Club,  the 
Engineers'  Club  of  New  York  and  the  Boston  Athletic  Asso'ciation.  Fraternally 
he  belongs  to  the  Knights  Templar  and  Shriners.  On  April  11,  1904,  he  married 
Cora  Loomis  Drake,  from  which  union  they  have  had  two  children,  one  of  whom. 
Dexter  Drake  Coffin,  is  living.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican  and  while  not  being 
an  office-seeker,  he  takes  a  deep  interest  in  all  affairs  of  town  and  stabe. 

The  l-ife  of  Mr.  Coffin  furnishes  an  object  lesson  to  young  men  who  are 
striving  for  success.  It  will  be  apparent  that  the  good  things  have  come  to  him 
because  he  had  a  definite  object  in  view.  His  motto  would  seem  to  be  "One 
thing  at  a  time  and  that  one  thing  well."  Still  a  comparatively  young  man  even 
bigger  things  may  be  expected  of  him.  Without  assumption  he  represents  the 
noblest  type  of  the  indomitable,    successful,  high-minded  man. 


PERSONAL    CON5LRVATI5M 

BY 

BENJAMIN    MYRRICK    DL5  JARDIN5 


E  ARE  directed  to  carefully  guard  and  hold  unto  things  needed  for  our 
preservation  and  safety  by  a  created  instinct.  The  thought  that  new  and 
different  thmgs  might  bring  us  more  benefits  is  a  source  of  disturbance.  I 
have  been  engaged  in  experimenting  all  my  life  and  know  from  serious  and  painful 
experiences  that  devising  and  trying  new  things  is  the  cause  of  great  hardships  to 
those  who  first  try  them,  this  especially  applies  to  those  who  are  most  successful 
as  they  are  most  patient  and  persistent. 

Few  of  the  great  discoverers  and  inventors  would  have  had  the  courage  to 
undertake  what  they  have  passed  through,  if  the  difficulties  had  loomed  up  before 
them  with  half  the  vividness  of  the  fascination  of  achievement  which  led  them  on. 
The  truth  is  no  one  has  ever  lived  who  could  see  half  as  well  ahead  as  behind  him, 
if  he  is  willing  to  turn  and  look.  Under  the  same  rule  much  is  learned  by  watching 
where  the  most  successful  has  passed.  Modern  Conservatism  is  the  selection  and 
using  of  the  things  that  have  worked  well  and  can  be  relied  upon  with  fair  cer- 
tainty. The  instinct  of  self-preservation  is  strong  in  all  forms  of  life.  When  a 
person  seeks  to  destroy  the  very  things  that  he  knows  are  needed  for  the  safe  keep- 
ing of  his  only  possession — his  life  and  the  rules  that  must  govern  him  to  keep  the 
mechanism  of  that  life  in  easy  and  natural  running  conditions,  people  decide  that 
something  is  out  of  its  proper  order,  and  the  great  human  machine  is  grinding  itself 
to  destruction  when  it  should  be  supplying  lubrication  for  its  ceaseless  and  endless 
activity.  In  the  process  of  making  needed  changes  the  war  of  peace  is  by  far  the 
best. 

It  not  only  preserves  the  life  and  the  best  conditions  for  the  fighter,  but  the 
mighty  and  continuous  well  directed  silent  force,  ceaselessly  striving  towards  the 
things  that  is  desired  should  be  accomplished,  will  bring  it  about  with  far  greater 
certainty  than  the  destructive  upheavals  of  revolution  by  explosive  force.  The  two 
great  comfort  administrative  powers  of  the  world — the  accumulated  or  inherited 
capital,  which  brings  the  wheels  of  the  machine  togethei  and  the  labor  which  di- 
rects the  turning  of  these  wheels  and  shows  them  how  to  turn  with  results  useful 
to  man,  are  both  needed  and  we  could  not  live  with  any  degree  of  comfort  were 
one  or  the  other  to  be  taken  away.  The  man  behind  the  capital  has  much  to  make 
him  careworn  and  many  occasions  for  sleepless  nights.  The  capital  which  might 
give  him  all  the  comforts  he  requires  if  allowed  to  remain  in  less  hazardous  places, 
when  used  to  give  occupation  to  his  fellow  man,  is  at  any  moment  liable  to  be  in- 
volved in  not  only  total  loss  but  in  complications  threatening  disaster  to  himself  and 
to  hundreds  of  the  families,  and  his  friends  who  look  to  him  to  direct  their  affairs 
with  safety.  He  is  indeed  a  Prince  to  be  loved  and  given  great  honor  who  can  di- 
rect a  great  enterprise,  and  successfully  give  occupation  and  in  turn  a  sustenance 
to  a  great  many  people.  There  are  more  of  them  who  waste  the  savings  of  their 
acquaintances  and  are  the  cause  of  much  anguish.  Honor  the  few  who  furnish  the 
people  what  they  need,  and  year  after  year  turn  many  streams  of  honest  earnings 
into  many  homes,  all  representing  an  equal  nobility  of  purpose  in  life. 

This  is  conservatism — carefully  preserve  those  things  that  supply  what  is  needed^ 
and  above  all,  those  things  that  advance  and  develop  human  life.  The  man  who 
has  chosen  for  himself  the  avocation  which  is  the  least  trying  and  vexatious  of  all, 
that  of  directing  the  wheel  to  his  ever-obedient  bidding,  should  not  forget  his  debt 
of  gratitude  to  him  who  made  or  secures  a  wheel  that  is  obedient  and  does  not  un- 
mercifully grind  out  his  energies,  does  not  rob  him  of  his  fair  number  of  hours 
which  he  may  spend  in  that  home  which  he  himself  has  built  up  and  which  it  is  his 
right  to  enjoy.  He  also  should  not  forget  the  patience  and  the  privation  of  those 
who  labored  long  and  suffered  much  in  the  devising  of  those  things  that  have  re- 
lieved his  occupation  of  the  destructive  requirements  his  fore-fathers  were  com-' 
pelled  to  endure. 


9L-QU-X1I 


HON.   HLRBLRT  R.  COFFIN. 

>-aT  would  be  difficult  to  say  in  which  field,  social  or  business,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  is  best  known.  Some  men  become  identified  with  one 
department  of  human  activit)',  and  beyond  its  sphere  of  action,  are  un- 
known. It  has  been  the  happy  fate  of  Mr.  Coffin  to  have  won  the  recocjnition 
of  hl:s  fcllowmen  in  a  career  which  is  well  rounded,  that  mingles  business  with 
the  social  element,  and  has  displayed  types  oif  ability  at  once  rare  and  beautiful. 

He  was  born  January  15,  1S71  in  Windsor  Locks,  the  son  of  the  late  Herbert 
Raymond  and  Julia  (Dexter)  Coffin.  He  received  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  town.  Mr.  Coffin  is  at  present  engaged  with  his  brother 
in  the  Paper  Manufacturing  Industry,  carried  on  under  the  name  of  C.  H..  Dexter 
and  Sons.  This  concern  is  one  of  the  best  known  of  its  kind  in  the  world,  and 
make  the  well  known  Princess  and  Unique  Covers,  White  and  Colored  Star 
Tissues,   INlan'ifoId   Linen,   Thin   Typewriter   Papers,   etc. 

On  June  26,  1895,  he  married  Jean  T.  Warburton,  of  Springfield,  Massa- 
chusetts, from  which  union  three  children  have  been  born :  Douglas  Pierson, 
born  May  20,  i8q7  :  Charles  Summer,  born  December  4,  1898,  and  Herbert  Ray- 
mond, Jr.,  born  April  20,    1900. 

Mr.  Coffin  served  for  two'  consecutive  terms  as  Representative  from  Windsor 
I,ocks,  which  town  has  had  many  opportunities  to  judge  the  true  worth  of  their 
esteemed  townsman.  As  a  manufacturer,  statesman,  and  citizen,  Mr.  Coffin  holds 
the  enviable  distinction  of  being  loved  by  every  man,  woman  and  child  in  his 
native  town.  It  is  hard  indeed  to'  find  words  adequate  in  which  to  pay  tribute 
to  a  young  man  whose  unselfish  devotion  to  his  town  and  state  has  given  him 
a  place  in  the  hearts  of  his  fellowmen    rarely  gained  by  a  man  of  hlis  age. 

His  many  acts  of  kindness,  his  many  charities,  of  which  the  public  seldom 
hears,  are  but  an  item  in  the  career  of  this  young  man,  who  was  the  prime 
n.oMer  of  the  Bill  introduced  in  the  last  General  Assembly  to  have  the  State  buy 
and  maintain  the  four  bridges  over  the  Connecticut  River,  in  fact,  this  bill  was 
Mr.  Coffin's  hobby.  It  was  Gala  Day  for  Windsor  Locks  when  their  bridge 
was  freed,  and  the  citizens  showed  their  appreciation  of  Mr.  Coffin's  efforts  in 
their  behalf   in   presenting  him   with   a   beautiful   loving   cup   and   later   making 


him  a  unanimous  candidate  of  both  parties  for  Representative,  his  election  being 
the  desire  of  all. 

His  activity  in  freeing  this  bridge  is  doubly  interesting  on  account  of  his 
being  at  the  time  a  director  and  stockholder  in  the  Windsor  Locks  &  Warehouse 
Point  Bridge  &  Ferry  Co.  The  real  foundatioti  of  Mr.  Coffin's  political  career 
was  based  on  his  making  it  possible  for  the  town  to  have  the  high  school  which 
it  now  enjoys  and  of  which  the  poor  people  derive  special  benefit.  This  subject 
had  remained  undecided  for  years  until  I\Ir.  Coffin  took  it  in  hand. 

As  a  model  citizen  he  ranks  second  to  none,  and  while  making  a  success  of 
his  own  career  he  never  forgets  the  duty  he  O'Wes  the  community  and  his  fellow 
citizens,  nor  does  he  allow  personal  ends  to  dampen  his  public  spirit,  or  to  allay 
his  interest  in  the  general  welfare  v/hich  has  ever  been  one  of  his  marked 
characteristics. 

From  his  view-point  a  man  is  a  man,  be  he  wage  earner  or  employer,  and  is 
entitled  to  the  regard  and  consideration  due  a  man.  Few  men  hold  so  firm  a 
place  in  the  esteem  of  their  employees  and  if  the  utmost  confidence  and  en- 
thusiastic regard  of  a  man's  workmen  are  a  good  measure  for  determining  the 
worth  of  an  employer,  high  indeed  is  Mr.  Coffin's  standing  with  those  who 
work  for  him.  Natural  ability,  energy,  determination,  wide  experience  and  an 
entire  devotion  to  his  work  are  the  chief  factors  of  Mr.  Coffin's  success.  He 
recognizes  worth  and  despises  sham  whether  either  quality  be  found  in  the  work- 
man or  the  employer.  A  leading  citizen  has  said  of  Mr,  Coffin,  "A  man  of 
strict  integrity  and  honor,  and  pleasing  and  affable  manner,  who  is  ever  ready 
to  give  his  time  and  resources  to  help  his  fellowmen  and  that  without  considera- 
tion of  reward,  and  one  of  whom  nothing  is  ever  heard  but  words  complimentary 
of  head  and  heart." 

In  short,  he  is  a  man  who  lives  a  helpful,  busy  life,  attending  carefully  to 
his  own  business  affairs,  but  with  due  regard  for  the  demands  upon  one  of  his 
ability  to  the  various  interests  which  occupy  the  intelligent  and  progressive  minds 
of  the   day. 

He  is  a  director  o*f  the  Windsor  Locks  Trust  Company,  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  Lodge,  Euclid  No.  109  F.  &  A.  M.,  as  well  as  president  of  the  club 
connected  with  the  same  Lodge.  He  is  serving  Wis  third  term  as  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Education  in  Windsor  Locks,  and  is  financial  secretary  of  the 
Board.  At  the  last  session  of  the  General  Assembly  he  was  a  member  of  two 
Committees,   Education   and   Woman's    Suffrage. 

This  session  he  is  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Incorporations  and  Chair- 
man of  the  Comm'ittee  on  Assignment  of  Seats.     His  universal  good  nature  has 


gained  him  many  friends  at  the  Capitol  and  he  is  considered  a  man  who  not  only 

has  the  capabilities,  but  deserves  higher  honors  at  the  hands  of  the  people. 

It  has  been  rumored  that  Air.  Coffin  may  be  prevailed  upon  to  run  for  Senator 
from  his  district  and  if  he  accepts  there  is  no  doubt  of  his  election  as  he  is  a 
man  who  is  fearless  in  his  views  and  has  the  courage  of  his  convictions. 

As  a  public  man,  he  is  admired  for  his  cultured  mind  and  clean,  industrious, 

public-spirited  life,  and   for  many  other  qualities  which  make  his   career   worthy 
of   emulation.    Although   there   are  doubtless  many  chapters  still  to  be   written, 

the  story  of  Mr.  Coffin's  life  already  serves  as  an  inspiration  for  young  men  and 

as  a  source  of  pleasure  to  those  beyond  him  in  vears. 


j/tu^y^^-^^^^ 


HENRY  HART  PLCK. 

"jiN  a  brief  sketch  of  any  living  citizen,  it  is  difficult  to  do  him  exact  justice. 
Not  so  much  however,  from  lack  of  space  or  words  to  set  forth  the 
familiar  and  past  events  of  his  personal  hiistory,  as  from  the  want  of 
the  perfect  and  rounded  conception  of  his  whole  'life,  which  grows,  ripens,  de- 
veloping like  fruit,  to'  disclose  its  true  and  best  flavor,  only  when  it  is  mellowed 
by  time.  Daily  contact  with  the  man,  so  familiarizes  us  with  his  many  virtues, 
that  v/e  ordmarily  overlook  them,  and  commonly  under  estimate  their  possessor. 

Henry  H.  Peck,  a  retired  merchant,  and  former  State  Senator  of  Waterbury 
Connecticut,  was  born  December  25,  1838,  the  son  of  Shelden  and  Lucy  (Hart) 
Peck.  Among  \he  most  distinguished  maternal  ancestors  was  Deacon  Stephen 
P'art,  who  came  from  P>raimtree,  England,  and  settled  in  Massachusetts  Bay 
Colony  in  1632.  He  later  became  a  Deacon  in  the  Rev.  Thomas  Hooker's  church 
at  Cambridge,  Massachusetts,  and  came  with  his  band  to  Hartford.  He  was 
twice  a  prominent  member  of  the  General  Court. 

Mr.  Peck  may  also  trace  his  ancestry  to  the  noted  divine.  Rev.  Thomas 
Hooker,  so  famous  for  his  part  in  Colonial  History.  Other  ancestors  were 
General  Selah  Hart,  an  officer  in  the  Revolutionary  Army,  and  Deacon  Po'well 
Peck  who  came  from  England  to  America  in  1635.  He  was  one  of  the  leading 
men  of  the  colony,  and  held  many  'important  public  offices. 

Until  he  was  seventeen,  Mr.  Peck  lived  on  his  father's  farm.  His  early 
education  was  received  from  the  country  schools,  being  supplemented  by  a  course 
in  the  Kellogg  Academy  of  Meriden.  He  began  his  Mercantile  career  in  1857, 
as  a  clerk  in  a  dry  goods  store  in  New  r)ritain.  Three  years  later  forming  a 
partnership  with  Charles  Miller  in  Waterbury.  This  firm  was  known  as  Miller 
&  Peck,  and  dealt  in  dry  goods  and  carpets.  Mr.  Peck  continued  in  this  busines'* 
imtil  1887,  at  which  time  he  gave  up  active  business.  Although  he  is  still  Presi- 
dent of  the  Dimes  Savings  Bank  of  Waterbury,  of  which  bank  he  has  been  Presi- 
dent for  many  years. 

Mr.  Peck  is  on  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  WaterbuiT  Hospital,  and  is  a 
generous  supporter  of  that,  and  many  other  institutions.  In  politics  he  is  a  Re- 
publican, and  represented  his  party  in  the  General  Assembly  of  1886,  and  later 
he  served  as  State  Senator,  from  the  TSth  District. 

Fraternally  he  is  a  thirty-second  degree  Mason,  and  a  member  of  Clark 
Commandry,  Knights  Templar.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Union  League  Club 
of  New  Haven,  of  the  Waterbury  Club,  and  of  the  Home  Club  of  Meriden.  He 
is  a  liberal  supporter  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  and  has  always  been 
greatly  interested  in  its  growth. 


c^X.L^  ^(SLl^T^ 


FRLDLRICK  H.  QUINTARD. 

9i    N  honorable  ambition  sustained  by  practical  ability,  and  unyielding  energy 

(j       is  the  passport  to   success,  and  the  records  of  the  distinguished  men  of 

to-day  furnish  interesting  illustrations  of  the  rule.  It  is  a  pleasure  to  give 

our  readers  such  a  forceful  example  as   is   found   in  the   following  biography  of 

this   successful  business   man. 

Mr.  Quintard  was  born  January  24th,  1857,  in  Norwalk  Connecticut,  where  he 
received  his  early  education.  He  is  a  son  of  Francis  E.  and  Matilda  (Lounsbury ) 
Quintard.  His  mother  was  a  sister  of  Governors  Phineas  C.  and  George  E. 
Lounsbury.  On  November  2,  iSSi,  he  married  Miss  Mary  E.  Benedict,  daughter 
of  Gould  and  Arminda  (Horton)  Benedict.  He  received  his  early  business 
training  from  Ex-Governor,  George  E.  Lounsbury,  and  w-as  associated  with  him 
for  nearly  twenty  years.  At  present  he  is  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  the  C.  S. 
Trowbridge  Company,  m.anufacturers  of  paper  boxes  and  wood  cases.  Politically 
Mr.  Quintard  is  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  Republican  Party,  and  is  a  recognized 
leader  in  its  ranks. 

He  has  been  Councilman  of  South  Xorwalk,  and  has  served  as  Town  Tax- 
Collector,  and  Town  Assessor.  He  has  served  his  town  for  two  consecutive 
terms  as  representative,  the  first  term  being  a  member  of  the  committee  on  cities 
and  boroughs,  and  at  the  last  session,  he  was  a  member  of  the  committees  on 
cities  and  boroughs,  and  chairman  of  the  committee  on  Federal  relations.  He 
was  one  of  the  most  active  members  of  the  LTouse,  and  as  one  of  the  leading 
papers  of  the  state  expressed  it,  (he  generally  lands  on  the  right  side  of  any 
question  on  which  he  rises  to  express  himself,  he  puts  his  arguments  in  a  terse, 
and  forceful  fashion  that  is  usually  effective.) 

He  is  Secretary  of  the  Norwalk  Country  Club,  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  the  Norwalk  Yacht  Club,  the  South  Norwalk  Club,  and  lias  been 
President  of  tbe  Roxbury  Club  since  its  organization.  Fraternally,  he  is  a 
Royal  Arch  Mason,  a  mem.bcr  of  Clinton  Commandry,  No.  3 ;  Knights  Templar 
of  Norwalk,  Pyramid  Temple,  Mystic  Shriners,  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution 
and  other  organizations. 

He  is  strictly  a  self-made  man,  and  with  his  individual  industry  and  goo<l 
management,  has  secured  a  competency  that  commands  for  him  a  position  among 
the  solid  men  of  the  Town  and  State.  Li  social  life  he  is  the  most  charming  of 
companions.  His  life  is  exemplary  in  many  respects,  and  he  has  ever  supported 
those  interests  which  are  calculated  to  uplift,  and  benefit  humanity. 


EVOLUTIONARY  CONSERVATISM. 

Every  wise  law  is  compounded  of  three  elements,  past  experience,  present 
conditions,  and  correct  principles.  A  blind  and  unthinking  worship  of  the  past 
is  as  unphilosophical  as  a  hasty  and  ill-considered  leap  into  the  future.  Your 
ideal  legislator  'is  not  frightened  away  from  a  just  cause  by  the  clamorous 
iteration  of  the  words  "conservative"'  and  "radical"  upon  lips  which  have  little 
comprehension  of  their  meaning,  nor  is  he  stampeded  off  his  feet  by  the 
sentimental  appeals  and  glib  generalizations  of  dreamers,  demagogues  and 
doctrinaires. 

"Conservatism"  is  often  little  more  than  factional  catchword.  The  philosopher 
with  a  canny  sense  of  humor  can  extract  no  small  amount  of  amusement  from  an 
analysis  of  the  motives  that  often  lie  behind  this  overworked  term.  Sometimes 
it  is  a  clever  bulwark  for  those  who  are  intrenched  in  special  privilege, 
and  at  other  times  it  is  a  convenient  sanctuar\f  for  those  who  do  not  know 
what  to  do.  But  real  conservatism  is  "the  cement  that  holds  society  together." 
Jf  I  were  to  have  the  hardihood  to  venture  a  definition,  it  would  run  some^ 
thing  as  follows : —  Conservatism  is  the  preseriuition  and  right  use  of  the  in- 
stitutions wliich  zve  have  inherited  from  our  forefatJiers,  and  their  transmission, 
zvith  due  increment  and  adaptation,  to  the  generations  zvhich  are  to  folloiu. 

True  conservatism  looks  upon  society  as  a  living  organism.  In  order  to 
preserve  institutions  we  must  take  into  account  the  principle  of  growth.  Nature 
never  stands  still ;  she  either  advances  or  d'.es.  So  of  institutions.  Merely  to 
maintain  and  transmit,  intact  and  unchanged  the  laws  and  usages  of  the  past, 
is  not  conservatism  but  stagnation.  Edmund  Burke  was  the  ideal  conservative 
of  history — employing  the  same  tumultuous  eloquence  and  onrushing  logic  on 
behalf  of  a  reform  of  the  colonial  .system  in  India,  that  he  hurled  against  the 
extravagencies  and  vagaries  of  the  French  Revolution.  But  the  House  of 
Bourbon,  which  "neither  learned  nor  forgot,"  was  not  an  institution  of  con- 
servatism, but  an  engine  of  bigotr3\  Its  princes  resisted  change  until  their  house 
fell  about  their  heads  and  emgulfed  them  in  its  ruins.  True  statesmanship  con- 
sists neither  in  standing  still,  nor  in  tearing  down ;  it  is  progressive  adaptation 
to  environment — ^the  application  tO'  institutions  of  the  inexorable  principles  of 
evolution. 

We  are  in  the  throes  of  what  is  to  be  known  historically  as  "the  great  m- 
dustrial  revolution."  The  laws  and  institutions  which  were  adapted  to  the 
primitive  industrial  conditions  of  seventy-five  years  ago  will  not  alwaj's 
serve  the  complex  civilization  of  the  year  of  grace  tqio.  Great  corporation'?, 
great  combinations  of  labor,  enormous  transportation  systems  traversing  whole 
groups  of  states,  congestion  of  population  in  urban  centres,  the  disappearnce  of 
the  individual  producer  and  the  appearance  oif  the  organized  producer — all  these 
call   for   a  new  type   of   statesmanship. 

The  man  who  founds  and  directs  a  great  industry  or  welds  together  a 
gigantic  railroad  system  may  be  iust  as  much  an  artist  and  creator  as  he  who 
carves  noble  p'^'eces  of  statuary,  paints  great  pictures  or  writes  enduring  pieces  of 
literature.  He  gives  employment  to  uncounted  thousands  and  leaves  the  world 
richer  because  he  has  lived  in  it.  But  the  most  sacred  things  in  this  world  are, 
after  all.  men.  Over  against  their  industrial  leviathans  are  the  toiling  masses. 
Your  wise  statesman  aims  to  conserve  both  property  and  humanity.  The  true 
conservator  is  he  who  would  adjust  the  laws  of  to-day  to  the  conditions  of  to-day. 
He  must  have  a  sense  of  perspective  and  the  historical  imagination. 

The  burden  of  proof  always  must  rest  heavily  upon  him  who  would  make 
changes.  As  Burke  savs.  "To  innovate  is  not  to  reform."  The  conservative 
man  is  he  who  sees  clearly  those  institutions  of  civil  libertv,  industr'al  free- 
dom, initiative,  and  stable  administration  which  mankind  has  been  patiently 
erecting  through  the  drearv  struggle  of  more  than  four  tho'usand  years  of 
recorded  history,  and  would  preserve  them  inviolate  by  adiusting  the  laws  and 
administrative  machinery  upon  which  tbey  rest,  to  the  changing  conditions  ot 
the  times.  He  is  concerned  with  ends  not  means;  if  stability  and  justice  can  be 
best  served  b}^  chanee,  he  makes  changes:  if  bv  resistance  to  change,  he  resists. 
But  he  is  not  deluded  by  mere  words.  The  frantic  efforts  of  passing  parties 
and  .shifting  factions  to  enlist  men  under  the  banners  of  "progressive"  or  "con- 
servative" ^y■ll  not  divert  him  bv  so  much  as  a  hairs  breadth  from  the  clear 
pathway  of  constructive  action. 


GLORGL  5.  GODARD. 

fRACTICALLY  all  the  official  publica- 
tions of  our  several  states — showing 
the  life,  progress,  success,  failures,  and 
cost  of  their  lines  of  state  activities,  are  on  file 
at  the  State  Library  in  the  Capitol  at  Hart- 
ford. Important  as  these  records  are  they  are 
only  a  small  part  of  the  library.  In  it  there 
are  over  75,000  volumes  of  Legislative,  law 
and  general  references.  It  is  one  of  the  best 
equipped  libraries  in  the  country  and  has  been 
raised  to  this  high  standard  largely  through 
the  untiring  efforts  of  the  Librarian,  George 
Seymour  Godard.  The  new  Library,  corner 
of  Lafayette  St.  and  Capitol  Ave.,  Hart- 
ford, is  to  be  completed  on  or  before  October 
1,  1910,  when  Mr.  Godard  will  be  able  to  car- 
ry out  plans  of  cataloguing  and  indexing  of 
volumes  which  limited  space  will  not  permit  at 
present.  Mr.  Go  dard,  who  has  been  Presi- 
dent of  the  Connecticut  Library  Association, 
and  President  of  the  National  Association 
of  State  Libraries,  was  born  in  Granby, 
Connecticut,  June  17,  1865.  He  is  a  descendant  of  Daniel  Godard,  who  came  to 
Hartford  from  England  in  1646.  His  parents  were  Harvy  and  Sabra  Lavinia 
(Beach)  Godard.  He  prepared  for  college  at  Wesleyan  Academy,  Wilbraham, 
Mass.,  completed  the  course  in  1886,  entered  Wesleyan  University  and  graduated 
in  1892  with  the  degree  of  B.  A.  At  Northwestern  University,  Evanston,  111.,  he 
spent  two  years  in  post  graduate  study  and  in  1895  took  the  degree  of  B.  D.  at 
Yale  University.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Center  Church  of  Hartford  and  is 
very  prominent   Fraternally. 

CHARLL5  NOLL  FLAGG. 


3' 


"^  T  was  Ruskin  who  wrote  that  only 
by  labor  can  thought  be  made 
healthy,  and  only  by  thought  that 
labor  can  be  made  healthy.  Thought  and 
labor  have  made  Charles  Noel  Flagg  of 
Hartford,  alrtist,  art  teacher  and  writer, 
famous.  There  is  perhaps  no  one  in  Hart- 
ford better  or  more  favorably  known.  The 
influence  of  his  life  has  been  far  reaching. 
He  was  born  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y., 
Christm.as  day,  1848,  a  son  of  the  Rev. 
Jared  Bradley  Flagg  and  Louisa  (Hart) 
Flagg.  His  father  was  an  artist  of  skill 
and  an  author.  The  family  ancestry  is 
traced  back  to  John  Flagg,  who  came 
from  England  in  the  seventeenth  century 
and  located  in  Rhode  Island.  As;  the.y 
have  been  in  his  mature  life  painting  and 
books  were  th'e  chief  interests  in  Charles 
Noel  Flagg's  early  life.  When  but  16  years 
old  he  began  portrait  painting.  In  1873  he 
went  to  Paris  and  studied  under  Louis 
Jacquesson  de  la  Chevreuse.  He  setlled  in  Hartford  on  his  return.  In  r888 
he  founded  the  Connecticut  League  of  Art  Students.  In  1889  he  was  appointed 
a  member  of  the  Connecticut  State  Capitol  Commission  of  Sculpture.  He  has 
painted  hundreds  of  pictures  of  distinguished  people  of  the  day  and  has  con- 
tributed to  many  art  papers  and  magazines.  In  April,  1873,  he  was  married  to 
El'en  Fanny  Earl  of  New  York  City.  Five  children  were  born  to  them  of  whom 
four  are  living. 


FRANCI5  H.  PARKLR. 


|NE  of  the  best  known  attorneys,  not 
only  in  Hartford,  but  throughout  the 
state,  is  Francis  H.  Parker,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  present  General  Assembly.  His 
eminence  in  his  profession  and  his  active 
part  in  local  and  state  politics  has  gained 
him    widespread    prominence. 

He  was  bo'rn  September  23,  1850,  in 
East  Haddam,  Connecticut,  where  he 
attended  the  public  and  private  schools, 
later  graduating  from  both  Wesleyan  and 
Yale  Universities.  In  1887  Mr.  Parker  was 
elected  Prosecuting  Attorney  for  the  city 
of  Hartford  and  held  the  office  for  five 
years. 

Some  of  the  other  responsible  positions 
which  he  has  held  are  as  follows  :  Referee 
of  Bankruptcy  for  Hartford  County,  United 
States  Attorney  for  the  district  of  Con- 
necticut and  Corporation  Counsel,  which 
office  he  holds  at  present. 

He   is   generous   in   spirit,   genial   and   whole-souled    in   disposition    and   one 
of  the  popular  citizens  of  Hartford  County. 

As  a  citizen  and  business  man  he  stands  high  in  the  public  esteem,  and  his 
life  of  usefulness  has  given  to'  the  younger  generation  an  example  well  worthy 
of  emulatiorr. 

BLNJAMIN  F.  TURNLR. 

JN  RELATIONS  with  his  fellow 
men,  Benjamin  Franklin  Turner, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  stands  high  and  is 
worthy  of  the  confidence  and  esteem  in  which 
he  has  always  been  held.  Mr.  Turner  is  one 
of  Middletown's  best  known  citizens  having 
been  born  there  March  17,  1860.  His  parents 
were  John  Turner  and  Jemina  Bailey.  The 
greater  part  of  his  youth  was  spent  in  Dur- 
ham, a  nearby  town,  where  he  attended  public 
and  private  schools,  completing  his  studies  in 
the  Middletown  High  School.  He  was 
married  to  Miss  Jennie  O.  Stevens,  Novem- 
ber 28,  1883.  By  that  union  four  children 
were  born.  Mr.  Turner  has  been  engaged  in 
the  grocery  business  for  years  and  by  square 
dealing  is  strongly  established.  He  cast  his 
fortunes  with  the  Democratic  party  and  has 
always  carried  high  his  banner.  In  the  legis- 
lature of  1909  he  was  a  member  of  the  senaie 
from  the  thirty-third  district.  He  served  as 
chairman  of  the  excise,  manual  and  roll  com- 
mittees and  was  a  member  of  the  committee  on  contested  elections,  senate  appoint- 
ments and  contingent  expenses.  He  was  clerk  and  treasurer  of  his  school  district 
for  twenty-five  years.  Senator  Turner  is  a  Past  Master  of  St.  John's  Lodge,  No.  2, 
A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  is  enrolled  in  Washington  Chapter,  No.  6,  R.  A.  M. ;  Cyrene  Com- 
mandery,  No.  8,  Knights  Templar;  has  received  the  32nd  degree,  Scottish  Rite 
and  is  Past  Grand  Master  of  Connecticut.  To  know  the  genial  Sc*nator  is  to 
like  him. 


JAY  LLLLRY  5PAULDING 

T-jTROM    Farmer's    Boy,    to    Captain    of 

pj]     Industry,    would     make      a    suitable 

^  title  for  this  brief  biography.  In 
ihe  life  of  Mr.  Spaulding  who  is  President 
and  Treasurer  of  the  New  England  Pin 
Company,  of  Winsted,  we  find  much  that  is 
worthy  the  emulation  of  the  aspiring  youth 
of  to-day. 

He  was  born  August  15,  1846,  near 
Gloversville,  New  York,  the  son  of  Lock- 
wood  and  Mary  A.  (Spaulding)  Spaulding. 
His  father  was  a  farmer  and  exerted  a 
strong  influence  for  good  upon  his  son's  life. 
At  the  age  of  twenty,  Mr.  Spaulding  became 
a  clerk  in  a  hardware  store  in  Winsted, 
continuing  at  this  work  for  two  years.  He 
theh  spent  a  year  in  the  employ  of  an  Iron 
Manufacturer,  whom  he  left  to  enter  into 
partnership  with  J.  J.  Whiting  and  S.  F. 
Dickerman. 

In   187 1   he  left  Winsted  for  two  years, 
and  upon  his   return  in   1873,  he   started  his 
career  with  The   New   England   Pin   Company,   first   as   general   office   man.    soon 
afterwards  as  »Secretary,  and  in   1887  he   was  made  Treasurer  and    General  Man 
ager  of  this  well  known  industry,  of  which  he  is  now   President  and  Treasurei.' 
He  is  also  President  of  the  New  England  Knitting  Company,  the  Morgan  .Silver 
Plate  Company,  and  of  the  Carter,  Hakes  Machine  Company. 

HART  TALCOTT. 


ia'ISITORS  at  the  office  of  Mavor  Ed- 
Xy  ward  W.  Hooker  in  the  City  Hall, 
Hartford,  are  sure  to  be  accosted  in 
the  outer  room  by  an  elderly,  dignified,  pleas- 
ant-faced gentleman,  whose  duty  it  is  to  in- 
quire the  name  and  nature  of  one's  business. 
Without  pomp,  but  with  firmness  unmistakable, 
the  information  is  always  obtained.  When  the 
mayor  is  in  his  private  sanctum  the  dignified 
gentleman,  before  referred  to,  stands  between 
him  and  the  great  population  of  Hartford. 
That  man  is  City  Marshal  Hart  Talcott. 
Everybody  knows  him  and  everybody  likes 
him. 

Mr.  Talcott  was  born  in  Marlborough, 
this  State,  August  19,  1834.  His  education 
was  completed  in  the  Williston  Semi- 
nary, East  Hampton,  Mass.  For  three 
years  he  was  an  assistant  engineer  on  the 
Morris  Canal,  New  Jersey,  and  for  two 
years  he  was  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
wool  in  Montville,  this  State.  After  en- 
gaging in  farming  for  two  years  he  went  to  Delaware  and  raised  fruit  and  grain. 
Subsequently  he  traveled  extensively  in  Europe,  Canada  and  Cuba  for  health  and 
pleasure.  Flis  was  quite  a  career.  He  represented  the  town  of  Lebanon  in  the 
Legislature  in  1872  and  was  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen  in  Hartford, 
being  elected  in  1896.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Masons  and  Mechanics,  also  a  mem- 
ber of  the   Windsor  Avenue   Congregational   Church. 


CHARLL5  A.  GATL5. 

/|T  HARLES  A.  GATES  is  one  of  the  men  who  have  won  success  in  life,  with 
ViL     no  capital  except  the/;r  natural  ability  and  strength  of  will.     He  was  born 
August  22,    1867   in   Mifflin   Township,   Richland   County,   Ohio,   and   was 
educated  in  the  public  schools  and  business  college  at  Mansfield,  Ohio. 

He  came  East  in  1888  and  entered  the  employ  of  the  New  York,  New  Haven 
&  Hartford,  R.  R.  Company,  and  has  occupied  many  responsible  positions  with 
thi.=  company.  Mr.  Gates  has  very  ably  represented  Willimantic  in  both  houses 
of  the  Legislature,  and  served  with  credit  on  several  very  important  committees. 
He  IS  very  prominent  fraternally,  and  is  a  member  of  several  orders,  among 
which  ai'c,  the  Knights  of  Pythlias,  the  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Elks.  He  has  led  an 
industrious  life,  has  prospered  and  now  stands  among  the  most  respected  resi- 
dents of  his  town  and  country. 

GLORGL  L.  H  IN  MAN. 

fROMTNENT  among  the  enterprising,  energetic  and  successful  Attorney's 
of  WSllimamic,  is  George  E.  Hinman,  who  is  well  known  all  over  the 
state,  through  his  political  activities.  Mr.  Hinman  was  born  May  7, 
1870  in  Alford,  Massachusetts,  the  son  of  William  C.  and  Mary  A.  (Gates)  Hin- 
man. 

He  spent  his  boyhood  on  h's  father's  farm,  and  after  his  graduation  from 
High  School,  he'  engaged  in  Newspaper  work,  being  connected  with  the  Birkshire 
Courier,  the  Willimantic  Daily  Herald  and  the  Willimantic  Journal  of  which 
latter  paper,  he  was  editor  for  three  vears.  He  resigned  th.-s  position  in  1805 
to  study  Law,  his  legal  education  being  obtained  in  the  office  of  William  A. 
King,    former   Attorney-General    and   the    Yale    Law    School. 

He  located  in  Willimantic,  in  which  city  he  enjoys  a  successful  practise 
Mr.  Hinman  has  been  active  in  Republican  politics  ever  since  attaining  his 
majoritv  and  has  held  many  important  Public  Offices.  He  is  to-day  one  of  the 
most   enterprising  and  promient   business   men   of  Willimantic. 

WILLIAM  BLRKLLLY  HOTCHKI55. 

ILLTAM    B.    HOTCHKLSS,    Mayor   of  Waterbury   is    a   prominent    repre- 
sentative  of   the   business    interests   of  that   city,   where   he     carries      on 
operations  as  a  Hardware  Merchant.     He  is  a  man  of  keen  perception,  of 
great    sagacity,    and    unbounded  enterprise,  and    to    these    characteristics    may   be 
attributed  his  success. 

Mr.  Hotchkiss  was  born  February  Q.  1867  in  Waterbury,  Connecticut,  where 
he  attended  the  public  schools,  later  graduating  from  William's  College  in  1891. 
In   rgo.i  he  was  married  to  Harriet  E.  Fogg. 

He  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church  and 
fraternally  belongs  to  the  Masons.  Odd  Fellows,  Elks  and  Foresters.  With  the 
exception  of  five  years  spent  in  New  York,  Mr.  Hotchkiss  has  always  lived  in 
Waterbury.  of  which  city  he  is  no'w  serving  most  ablv  as  Mayor.  His  has  been 
an  honorable  and  useful  k.fe,  in  which  he  has  won  the  confidence  and  high  re- 
gard of  all  withwhom  he  has  come  in  contact. 

GLORGL  L.  DARLIN. 

/TTHE  name  of  George   E.   Darlin   stands   among  the  several  self-made   men, 
\i,     of   which    East   Hartford    is    justly   proud.     His    success,    while    not   phe- 
nominal.  has  still  been  of  such  a  marked  degree  that  it  is  worthy  of  men- 
tion in  this  book. 

He  was  born  October  19,  185=;  in  East  Hartford  and  attended  the  public  and 
h'gh  school  of  Hartford,  finishing  his  education  by  taking  a  business  course  in 
the  Hannum  Business  College.  Upon  leaving  school  he  entered  his  father's  store 
as  bookkeeper,  which  position  he  held  until  his  father  retired  from  business. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church  and  is  a  Democrat  in  politics. 
Lie  has  filled  the  position  of  Second  Selectman  and  also  served  as  Ass'stant 
Postmaster  for  fifteen  years  in  the  Meadow  District.  His  genial,  pleasant  manner 
makes  him  quite  popular  and  as  a  public  spirited  enterprising  man  he  is  recog- 
nized as  a  valued  citizen  of  the  community. 


MATTHLW  H.  ROGLR5. 

/^XECUTIIVE  ability  of  a   rare  order  has  characterized  the  career  of  this 

V3     well    known    and    successful    business    man    of    Bridgeport.     Mr.    Rogers 

was  born  January   ig,    1861    in   Cornwall,    Litchfield    County,    the   son    of 

Francis  and  vSusan   (Kerwin)   Rogers.     His  education  was  received  in  the  pubhc 

schools  of  his  native  town,  and  by  a  business  course,  in  a  business  college. 

Colonel  Rogers  has  always  been  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  Republican  party, 
I<egislature,  and  was  ver}^  active  in  all  important  matters.  In  1901-1902  he  was 
and  has  held  many  important  public  offices.  He  represented  Bridgeport  m  the 
Aide-De-Camp  on  the  Staff  of  Governor  McLean,  and  later  he  was  Pay-Master 
General  on  Governor  Chamberlam's  Staff.  He  is  now  Secretary  of  State,  and  is 
the  probable  candidate  of  the  Republican  party  for   re-election. 

On  January  10,  18S3  Colonel  Rogers  was  married  to  Nellie  Forestelle  of 
Warren,  Connecticut,  daughter  of  William  and  Catherine  Forestelle.  He  is  a 
member  of  several  prominent  clubs ;  The  Sea  Side  Club,  Sea  Side  Outing  Club, 
the  Algonquin,  the  Bridgeport  Yacht  Club,  and  the  Republican  Club.  He  is 
a  whole-souled,  good  natured  man,  and  none  can  boast  of  a  larger  circle  of 
warm  hearted  friends  than  he,  while  as  a  useful  member  of  society,  no  one 
takes  a  higher  rank. 

WILLIAM  J.  MALONL. 

j^UCCESS  and  prominence  in  life  are  rarely  attained  in  these  modern  day;* 
*^v  by  the  possessing  of  a  single  trait  or  character ;  a  variety  of  admirable 
^-^  and  telling  qualities  are  essential..  Induslry  values  little  unless  results 
are  produced,  and  it  has  always  been  a  characteristic  of  William  J.  Malone  to 
produce  these  results.  He  is  one  of  the  best  known  attorneys  of  Hartford 
County,  and.  take  him  as  you  will  in  his  profession,  he  is  ever  ready  for  all 
emergencies. 

Judge  Malone  was  born  December  -20.  T879,  in  Bristol,  Conn.,  where  he  re- 
ceived h's  common  and  high  school  education.  He  later  attended  Yale  Uni- 
versity, classes  of  1900  and  1901,  and  received  degrees  of  L.  L.  B.  and  M.  L. ;  he 
also  won  the  Kent  Club  prize,  Yale  Law  School  in  debate.  He  is  a  present 
mcmbe    of  the  Genet  al  Assembly  and  is  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Judiciary. 

Judge  ]\1  alone  is  a  staunch  republican  and  a  member  of  the  St.  Matthew's 
Roman  Catholic  Church  of  Bristol.  He  is  Secretary  of  the  Bristol  Specialty  Co., 
Incorporator  of  the  Bristol  Trust  Co.,  and  a  Director  in  the  Bristol  Savmgs 
Bank. 

He  has  prospered  in  proportion  to  his  magnificent  energy  and  ability,  and 
ranks  high  among  the  attorneys  of  Hartford  County. 

LRNL5T  L.  PARKLR. 

^ijOR  fifteen  years  Ernest  T,.   Parker  has  been  prominent  in  the  business  life 

JTJI      of  Hartford,  during  which  time  he  has  met  with  the  degree  of  success 

C^       which  attends  hondst  dealings  and  careful  cons,ideration  of  the  needs  of 

one's  patrons.     He  has  cordiality  of  manner  that  is  charming  and  is  painstaking 

and  obliging. 

Mr.  Parker  was  born  in  Keene,  N.  H.,  in  January,  1867,  the  son  of  Addison 
L.  and  Mary  (Buxton)  Parker.  He  attended  the  public  schools  in  Keene  and 
after  graduating  from  High  School  finished  hi's  studies  at  Northfield.,  Fron-r 
Keene  he  went  to  Boston  and  entered  the  drug  business,  all  the  details  of  whicTi 
he  mastered.  In  November,  1804,  he  removed  to  Hartford  and  opened  a  drug 
store  and  still  remains  in  that  business.  In  188S  he  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Bertha  C.  Tasker  of  Providence  and  they  have  two  children.  Bertha  C,  who 
is  attending  the  State  Normal  School  at  New  Britain,  and  Donald.  In  politics 
he  is  a  steadfast  Republican.  He  has  never  held  public  office,  preferring  to 
devote  all  his  time  to  business.  Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of 
Fythias.  Fie  has  an  extended  social  as  wdl  as  business  acquaintance  in  the 
city.  He  stands  hl'gh  among  his  fellow  townsmen  for  he  is  a  man  of  good 
qualitie";,  both  of  head  and  heart.  A  man  possessing  these  qualities  cannot  but 
succeed   in  life. 


(^rij^LytjeJt^J\^    O\o 


LVLRLTT  J.  LAKE. 

/v- VERETT  J.  LAKE,  former  Lieutenant  Governor  of  Connecticut,  was 
vl  born  February  8,  1871.  in  Woodstock,  Windham  county,  Connecticut. 
His  early  education  was  received  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  town 
and  Stromsberg,  Nebraska.  He  graduated  from  the  Stromsberg  High  School  at 
the  age  of  sixteen  and  entered  the  Worcester  Polytechnic  Institute,  which  con- 
ferred upon  him  the  Degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science.  He  next  entered  upon  a 
course  at  Harvard  University  and  had  the  Degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  conferred 
upon  him  in  1892. 

He  then  commenced  his  business  career  as  a  clerk  in  his  father's  concern, 
"The  Hartford  Lumber  Company."  In  less  than  a  year  he  was  made  secretary 
of  the  Company,  and  in  1896  he  became  treasurer;  while  still  retaining  this  posi- 
tion he  was  made  president  in  iQOi,  and  at  the  present  time  he  is  also  president 
and  treasurer  of  the  Tunnel  Coal  Company.  He  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and 
has  served  his  state  as  representative,  state  senator  and  lieutenant-governor. 
His  popularity  extends  all  over  the  state,  and  it  is  the  belief  of  many  that  he 
will  be  the  next  governor  of  Connecticut. 

Of  powerful  build,  Mr.  Lake  gained  considerable  prominence  as  an  Athelete 
in  his  College  days,  and  so  great  was  his  success  on  the  football  field,  that  his 
serviceis  are  still  requested  each  year  to  help  coach  other  men  into  good  shape. 

He  is  the  son  of  Thomas  A.  and  Martha  A.  (Cockings)  Lake  who  are  both 
descendants  from  the  early  settlers  of  New  Hampshire  and  Coiinecticut.  Mr. 
Lake's  father  was  for  many  years  a  Lumber  Dealer  in  Rockville,  and  later  in 
Hartford.  He  has  been  prominent  in  public  life,  having  served  most  ably  in  both 
houses  of  the  Legislature.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the  Republican  State 
Central  Committee,  and  at  one  time  was  Collector  of  Internal  Revenue  in  Hart- 
ford. 

The  first  public  office  held  by  Everett  J.  Lake,  the  subject  of  this  .sketch, 
was  as  a  member  of  the  Hartford  Board  of  School  Visitors,  which  he  held  from 
lyoo  to  IQ03.  The  last  named  year  he  represented  Hartford  in  the  Lower  House 
of  the  General  Assembly  and  at  the  following  Session  of  the  Legislature,  he 
served  most  ably  in  the  Senate.  Although  he  was  one  of  the  youngest  members 
of  that  body,  he  was  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Incorporations,  which  was 
a  very   important   CoTnmiittee. 

He  was  nominated  for  Lieutenant  Governor  at  the  Republican  State  Con- 
vention in  New  Haven,  September  20,  1906  and  was  elected  by  a  pluarlity  of 
19,781.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Hartford  Club  and  of  the  Hartford  Golf  Club, 
but  his  business  interests  give  him  but  little  time  for  recreation.  He  married 
Miss  Eva  Louise  Sykes,  daughter  of  the  late  George  Sykes  of  Rockville,  and  they 
liave  two  children,  Harold  S.  and  Marjorie  S.  Mr.  Lake  is  the  announced 
Candidate  for  the  Republican  nomination  for  Governor  and  his  previous  Legis- 
lative experience  combined  with  his  natural  executive  ability,  give  him  the 
Qualifications  that  would  make  him  a  model  Governor  if  elected. 

It  can  truly  be  said  that  Mr.  Lake  has  during  his  business  career,  identified 
himself  prominently  with  every  interest  of  his  town,  in  the  line  of  public  improve- 
ment and  has  earned  the  reputation  which  attachtes  to  him — that  of  being  an 
honorable  and  highly  useful,  loyal  citizen.  A  representative  self-made  man,  his 
success  in  life  is  due  wholly  to  his  untiring  energy,  and  indomitable  perseverance, 
and  he  has  in  all  respects,  proven  himself  to  be  a  worthy  scion  of  a  worthy 
family. 


HON.  GLORGL  M.  CLARK. 


/TTHE  late  Honorable  George  Marshall  Clark  of  Higganum,  Connecticut,  was 

\i/     a   descendant   of   one   of  the   hrst   settlers   in   what   is   now   the   town   of 

Haddam.     He  was  born  June  nth,  1883  and  received  his  early  education 

in  common  and  select  schools.     Later  he  studied  at  home,  and  during  his   early 

life  was  engaged  in  civil  engineering  and  general   contracting  until   subsequently 

he  turned  his  attention  to  manufacturing. 

From  boyhood  his  energy,  ingenuity  and  industry  made  him  conspicuous. 
When  once  started  on  a  course  and  convinced  of  its  merit,  he  never  would  cease 
until  his  goal  was  attained.  It  was  these  qualities  that  built  up  the  large  agricul- 
tural implement  business  of  which  he  was  president  and  manager  from  its  be- 
ginning until  his  death.  By  his  ingenuity  he  invented  and  patented  im- 
provements on  agricultural  implements,  among  them  the  famous  Cutaway  Disc. 
Tools,  which  are  known  the  world  over. 

In  his  extensive  travels  he  became  interested  in  grass  culture  ,  his  slogan 
being  "Intense  Cultivation,"  of  which  he  was  an  enthusiastic  advocate.  The  re- 
sults of  his  experiments  with  this  method,  and  his  published  articles  soon  won 
him  the  name  of  the  Grass  King.  By  his  lectures  in  many  states  of  the  Union, 
and  by  the  large  amount  of  printed  matter  he  distributed,  new  methods  of  culti- 
vation and  preparation  of  the  soil  were  introduced,  which  have  enabled  others  to 
greatly  increase  their  crops. 

In  Politics  he  was  a  life-long  fearless  Republican  "from  start  to  finish." 
He  represented  his  town  in  the  State  House  of  Representatives  in  the  sessions 
of  1885-1886  and  1895-1896,  and  his  district  in  the  State  Senate  in  the  sessions 
of  1889-1890  and  18QI-1892.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the  Constitutional  Con- 
vention of  1902.  He  always  took  an  active  interest  in  the  welfare  of  his  native 
town  and  state,  being  a  born  leader,  and  possessing  those  manly  and  magnetic 
qualities  which  drew  others  to'  him,  and  commanded  their  respect- 


HLNRY   F.   POTTLR. 


fOSSESSED  of  personal  magnetism  and 
genial  manners,  coupled  with  more 
than  ordinary  ability  Henry  F.  Potter, 
of  North  Haven,  State  Dairy  Commissioner, 
has  an  extended  and  popular  acquaintance 
throughout  the  State.  In  his  home  town, 
where  he  has  held  many  offices  and  resided 
the  greater  part  of  his  life  he  is  held  in  the 
highest  esteem.  He  was  born  in  Hamden, 
Connecticut,  December  8,  1857,  the  son  of 
Samuel  F.  and  Martha  (Pierpont)  Potter. 
His  education  was  received  in  the  public  and 
private  schools  of  Hamden,  after  which  he 
took  a  course  of  study  in  the  Yale  Business 
College,  New  Haven.  His  entry  into  State 
politiLS  was  in  February,  1908,  when  he  was 
appointed  Deputy  Dairy  Commissioner.  Upon 
the  death  of  John  D.  'Noble  in  August,  190S, 
he  WPS  anoointed  to  fill  his  unexpired  term 
as  Commissioner,  which  office  he  still  holds, 
Mr.  Potter  has  always  been  true  to  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Republican  party  and  has  been  a  val- 
iant worker  for  it.  In  North  Haven  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Se- 
lectmen and  at  the  present  time  is  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Education  and  Reg- 
istrar of  Voters.  Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  the  Masons,  United  Workmen 
and  Grange.  He  is  Senior  Warden  of  the  North  Haven  Episcopal  church.  He  is 
married  to  Catherine  Brockett,  and  they  have  two  children,  Walter  Franklin  and 
Horace'  Brockett.  During  his  administration  at  the  State  Capitol,  where  his 
office  is  located,  Mr.  Potter  has  performed  his  duties  with  dignity  and  dispatch. 
He  has  the  confidence  and  good  will  of  everybody. 

HLMAN   O.  AVLRILL. 


^^ 


-(1^  EMAN  O  AVERILL,  of  Washing- 
ton, this  State,  is  all  that  is  implied 
in  the  word  successful — successful  m 
business,  in  politics,  in  friend-winning  and 
friend-keeping.  He  is  a  genial,  whole- 
souled  man  who  had  "made  good"  in  life 
through    his    own    efforts 

He  was  born  in  Washington,  August 
20,  i8^6,  on  the  Averill  homestead,  the 
birthplace  and  residence  of  his  lineal  an- 
cestors since  1746.  His  education  was  re- 
ceived in  the  public  schools,  Whittlesey 
Seminary  and  the  scientific  department  of 
Oberlin  Coll'ege,  ,  Ohia.  At  one  time  or 
another  he  has  held  nearly  all  ithe  local  or 
town  offices,  which  shows  the  confidence 
that  is  reposed  in  him.  During  the  famous 
deadlock  session  of  1801  he  was  a  member 
of  the  House  and  in  i8g5  he  represented 
the  Twentieth  district  in  the  Senate.  In 
]8g3  he  was  one  of  the  organisers  of  the 
Washington  Feed  &  Supply  Company,  be- 
coming the  first  secretary  and  treasurer.  He  has  since  been  chosen  president. 
He  is  past  master  of  Washington  Grange,  No.  7,  P.  of  H.,  also  of  Rising  Sun 
Lc'dge,  No.  27,  F.  &  A.  M.  In  1898  he  was  elected  Judge  of  Probate  for  the 
district  of  Washington.  On  July  i,  i8qq,  he  res'gned  as  Paymaster-General,  to 
accept  the  appointment  of  Governor  Lounsbury  as  State  Commissioner  on  Domestic 
Animals,  which  position  he  has  since  filled  with  signal  success. 


CHARLL5  C.    GOODRICH. 

j^TEADFAST  application  to  a  fixed  aim  is  the  law  of  a  well-spent  life.*' 
u  As  has  been  aptly  said,  we  are  so  closely  linked  to  one  another,  the  in- 
fluence of  every  individual  reacts  upon  so  many,  that  the  life  we  singly  lead  is  of 
the  greatest  importance  to  the  whole  "body  politic."  One  of  the  great  uses  of 
biography  is  to  supply  readers  with  notes  of  encouragement.  All  thus  far  said  is 
applicable  to  Charles  C.  Goodrich,  of  Hartford,  vice-president  of  the  Hartford 
and  New  York  Transportation  Company.  Nearly  his  entire  life  has  been  spent  in 
the  business  of  marine  commerce.  He  has  always  exerted  an  influence  for  good 
and  there  is  much  in  his  life  to  encourage  his  fellows  who  have  not  reached  the 
mark  they  aspired  to.  The  secret  of  his  success  is  "doing."  He  is  an  indefatigable 
worker  and  those  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact  declare  that  his  activity  is  catch- 
ing. He  is  a  remarkable  business  man  as  everyone  who  know  him  knows.  He  is 
not  merely  an  office  man,  as  many  in  his  position  might  be.  Seemingly  tireless, 
he  moves  here  and  there  over  the  system,  which  from  a  small  beginning  has  grown 
to  big  proportions.  The  Hartford  and  New  York  Transportation  Company  is  a 
big  business  and  so  far  as  the  Hartford  end  is  concerned  it  would  be  bigger,  but 
for  the  shallowness  of  the  Connecticut  River.  Mr.  Goodrich  agrees  with  a  ma- 
jority of  others,  that  river  improvement  is  a  vital  necessity.  To  that  end  plans  of  a 
commission  include  the  widening  of  the  channel  to  200  feet  with  a  depth  of  15 
feet. 

Mr.  Goodrich  was  born  in  Wethersfield,  this  State,  in  July,  1845,  being  the  son 
of  Joshua  and  Mary  Ann  (Wells)  Goodrich.  On  March  11,  1874,  he  married 
Beulah  Murray  and  they  have  one  son,  Raymond  M.,  who  is  in  the  employ  of  the 
Hartford  and  New  York  Transportation  Company.  The  company  has  lines  run- 
ning from  New  York  to  Hartford,  New  York  to  Providence,  R.  I.,  and  New  York 
to  Bridgeport,  Conn.  Mr.  Goodrich  is  also  president  of  the  Maine  Steamship 
Company,  which  runs  boats  between  New  York  and  Portland,  Maine.  The  fleet 
under  his  management  comprises  more  than  forty  coastwise  vessels  and  steamers. 
The  finely  equipped  steamers  Hartford  and  Middletown,  running  daily  between 
Hartford  and  New  York,  are  well  known  to  the  traveling  public.  In  politics  Mr. 
Goodrich  is  a  Republican.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Wethersfield  Baptist  Church. 
His  principal  recreation  is  hunting,  at  which  he  is  an  adept. 

Mr.  Goodrich  is  familiar  with  every  inch  of  the  Connecticut  River  and  ad- 
jacent waters  and  can  pilot  a  boat  as  well  as  any  man  in  his  employ.  No  one  is 
more  familiar  with  the  last  thirty  years'  growth  and  working  of  the  transportation 
problem.  As  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trade  he  gave  out  some  valuable  infor- 
mation to  the  public  concerning  it  last  October  during  a  discussion  of  the  proposed 
improvement  of  the  Connecticut  River.  He  was  able  to  prove  that  on  the  river, 
shallow  as  it  is,  the  very  latest,  most  powerful  and  economical  vessels  known  to  the 
world  and  suitable  for  deep  sea-going  are  to  be  found.  The  Hartford  and  New 
York  Transportation  Company  also  has  a  fleet  of  barges  so  new,  large  and  suitable 
as  to  bring  a  request  from  one  of  the  greatest  coal  mining  companies  in  the  world 
for  the  use  of  its  blue  prints  in  construction  of  their  sea-going  shoal  harbor  barges 
plying  to  eastern  ports.  These  barges,  one  of  which  at  this  writing,  is  on  the 
ways  in  East  Hartford,  cost  nearly  $20,000.  The  company's  new  tugs,  the  most 
powerful  of  their  size  on  Long  Island  Sound,  cost  from  $40,000  to  $80,000  each. 


RILNZI  BLLCHLR  PARKLR 

^iTORMERLY  President  of  the  Hartford  Life  Insurance  Company  and  now 
Cj  prominently  identified  with  two  of  Hartford's  leading  banking  institutions, 
Rienzi  Belcher  Parker  is  a  well-known  and  highly  respected  citizen.  He  was 
born  in  South  Coventry,  this  State,  on  February  15,  1838.  His  parents  were  Lucius 
and  Bathsheba  (Belcher)  Parker.  The  former  was  one  of  the  pioneer  cotton 
goods  manufacturers  of  Connecticut,  having  organized  the  Alutual  Manufacturing 
Company  in  Manchester  and  conducted  the  Pacific  Knitting  mills  at  Manchester 
Green. 

After  he  had  finished  schooling  Rienzi  Parker  began  work  in  1859  in  his  father's 
mills  in  Manchester.  Seven  years  later  he  embarked  in  cotton  manufacturing  in 
Vernon,  where  he  remained  until  1890.  He  has  since  resided  in  Hartford.  In  May, 
1893,  he  was  elected  to  the  Presidency  of  the  Hartford  Life  Insurance  Company. 
The  responsible  duties  of  this  important  office  he  relinquished  after  seven  years  of 
splendid  service.  He  is  now  a  director  of  the  First  National  Bank  and  Security 
Company,  both  of  Hartford.  Mr.  Parker  was  married  to  Emma  S.  Dobson  of 
Vernon,  Connecticut,  in  1865.  Her  father,  Peter  Dobson,  was  a  geologist  and  an 
authority  on  the  glacial  period.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Parker  have  two  children,  John 
Dobson,  Julia  W.,  wife  of  Collins  W.  Benton,  and  Lucius  R.  Parker. 

CHARLES  B.  JOHNSON 

'JtJ^HEN  he  had  just  begun  to  live  death  removed  Charles  B.  Johnson  of  Ox- 
ford, Representative  from  that  town  in  the  last  session  of  Legislature. 
The  end  came  May  10,  1909,  before  the  business  of  the  General  Assembly  had  been 
completed.  Mr.  Johnson  was  seized  with  illness  while  attending  to  his  duties  at 
the  Capitol  and  was  removed  to  the  Hartford  Hospital,  where  death  ensued  five 
days  later.  On  May  11th  the  House  passed  resolutions  on  his  death,  attesting  to  the 
high  regard  in  which  he  was  held  by  his  colleagues  and  offering  condolences  to  his 
stricken  family. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  born  February  9,  1870,  and  was,  therefore,  in  his  fortieth 
year.  His  parents  were  Charles  B.  and  Amelia  Johnson.  His  education  was  re- 
ceived in  the  public  schools  of  Southbury  and  what  he  may  have  lacked  in  school 
training  was  made  up  in  later  years  in  the  reading  of  books  on  miscellaneous  sub- 
jects. Thus  he  constantly  improved  his  mind.  In  the  Legislature  he  was  a 
member  of  the  School  Fund  Committee,  which  had  important  work  to  do.  Mr. 
Johnson  was  a  Republican  in  politics  and  served  his  town  as  Selectman.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  Episcopal  church  and  at  one  time  was  Warden.  For  some  years 
prior  to  his  death  he  had  carried  on  business  as  a  farmer  and  dealer  in  lumber  and 
cattle.  Regret  was  general  over  his  untimely  death.  He  was  a  man  of  progressive 
ideas,  fine  attainments,  high  minded,  and  his  memory  will  live  long  in  the  hearts 
of  all  who  knew  him. 


JOHN  M.  BRADY 


3- 


|N  POLITICAL,  business  and  fraternal  circles  in  Hartford  County  no  one 
is  better  known  than  John  M.  Brady  of  Hartford,  former  State  Senator. 
Cordial  in  manner,  fair  and  square  in  his  dealings,  he  has  the  confidence  and 
respect  of  all  his  fellows.  It  has  been  said  that  no  one  in  the  State  has  a  clearer 
insight  into  politics  than  he.     He  has  power  of  acute  observation  and  deduction. 

Senator  Brady  was  born  in  Brockport,  N.  Y.,  August  18,  1864,  the  son  of 
Michael  and  Ann  (Conlin)  Brady.  He  was  prepared  for  the  duties  of  life  in  the 
public  schools  and  State  Normal  Schools  of  Brockport.  He  has  been  a  manufac- 
turer, also  a  dealer  in  groceries  and  meats.  For  several  years  he  has  been  en- 
gaged in  the  real  estate  and  insurance  business,  at  one  time  having  offices  in  Hart- 
ford and  New  Britain.  He  now  transacts  all  his  business  at  an  office  in  Hartford 
under  the  name  of  the  Brady  Realty  Company  and  has  extensive  interests.  During 
his  residence  in  New  Britain  he  was  Alderman  of  the  Sixth  Ward  and  was  Chair- 
man of  the  Democratic  Town  Committee  for  four  years. 

In  the  1907  session  of  Legislature  he  was  the  Democratic  Senator  from  the 
Sixth  District,  rendering  most  effective  service.  At  the  last  State  election  he  made 
an  excellent  run  as  Democratic  candidate  for  Comptroller.  He  was  married  on 
September  18,  1864,  to  Kate  Moffit  and  they  have  had  seven  children,  Irene,  Rich- 
ard (deceased).  Joseph,  Ethel,  Earl,  Harold  and  Howard.  He  is  a  Past  Presi- 
dent of  the  Eagles  and  a  member  of  the  Elks,  A.  O.  H.,  Foresters  and  Maccabees. 
In  creed  he  is  a  Catholic. 


DANILL    P.   DUNN 

'^Pl  ANIEL  P.  DUNN,  Mayor  of  Willimantic,  and  present  Representative 
Ja'from  that  city,  was  born  September  14th,  1859,  in  that  to-wn,  where  he 
C;  has  lived  all  of  his  life.  His  education  was  received  in  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  town,  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen  he  started  h's  battle  with 
the  world,  being  now  one  of  the  most  successful  business  men  in  that  city.  He 
IS  noted  for  his  charitable  work  where  life  resides,  and  no'  one  has  come  toi 
him  for  assistance  when  in  need  but  has  received  it  financially  or  otherwise. 

For  the  past  twenty-five  years  he  has  been  successfully  engaged  in  the 
newspaper,  cigar  and  tobacco  business.  He  is  a  Democrat  in  politics,  and  has 
been  Mayor  since  1905,  and  has  also  been  Registrar  of  Voters  for  a  number 
of  years.  In  the  present  General  Assembly  he  is  a  member  of  the  Coinmittee 
on  Finance,  and  Clerk  of  the  Committee  on  Rules  (Joint).  Upright  and 
honorable  in  all  his  dealings,  he  has  gained  the  confidence  and  respect  of  all 
with   whom  he   comes   in   contact   in   business   or   social   life. 


FRANK  C  5UMNLR 

'Sj  F  WE  are  content  to  profit  by  its  lessons  there  is  no  wiser  teacher  than 
biography.  The  lives  of  men  told  briefly  in  biography  record  in  most 
cases  success,  which  does  not  always  mean  an  accumulation  of  wealth,  but  "making 
good."  The  quoted  term  is  frequently  seen  in  the  press,  heard  in  the  pulpit  and 
used  in  conversation  when  one's  progress  is  discussed.  Frank  C.  Sumner  is  one 
of  Hartford's  well-known  citizens  who  has  made  good.  He  is  an  active  and  influ- 
ential business  man  holding  important  positions  in  banking  and  industrial  insti- 
tutions. 

He  was  born  in  Canton,  this  state,  June  8,  1850,  his  parents  being  John  Wesley 
and  Mary  (Gleason)  Sumner,  the  latter  still  living  at  the  advanced  age  of  95 
years  in  Bolton.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Bolton  and  at  the 
Hartford  High  School.  At  the  age  of  19  he  entered  the  Hartford  Trust  Company 
as  a  messenger  until  he  rose  to  the  office  of  treasurer,  which  position  he  still  holds. 
He  is  a  trustee  of  the  Mechanics  Savings  Bank  and  has  served  in  the  board  of  di- 
rectors of  the  Pratt  &  Whitney  Company  and  of  the  Gray  Telephone  Pay  Station 
Company.  In  1893  he  was  made  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Con- 
necticut State  Prison  and  has  been  regularly  reappointed  since.  For  twelve  years 
he  was  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Health  and  now  he  is  a  member  of  the  Hart- 
ford Water  Board.  He  has  served  in  the  Common  Council  from  the  old  Fifth 
Ward  and  has  always  been  a  strong  adviser  of  the  Democratic  party.  On  June  17, 
1896,  he  was  joinedin  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  L.  Catlin,  of  Hartford. 


ROBERT  M.  FLNN 

^^UR  rural  communities  are  noted  for  a  high  type  of  citizenship,  and  the  sub- 
fly   ject  of  this  sketch,  a  leading  agriculturist  of  Middlebury,  Conn.,  furnishes 
an  excellent  example.    His  fine  homestead,  which  has  on  it  one  of  the  finest 
springs    in    Connecticut,    shows    wise    and    energetic    management,    and    in    the 
various  movements  which  make  for  progress  :in  his  locality  he  has  always  taken 
a  prominent  share. 

Mr.  Fenn  was  born  January  15,  1870,  in  Middlebury,  Conn.,  his  education 
being  limited  to  the  public  schools  of  his  native  town.  Ih  politics  he  is  a 
republican  and  was  Selectman  of  his  town  in  IQ06.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
present  General  Assembly  and  is  serving  on  the  Committee  on  Labor, 

He  is  a  /member  of  the  Congregational  church  of  which  he  is  Deacon. 
Fraternallv  he  is  a  member  of  the  State  Grange.  He  is  engaged  in  the  Spring 
water  business,   which   water  is   fast  gaining   a  country-wide   reputation. 


GiLBLRT   H.   BLAKL5LLY. 

ITH  the  exception  of  a  short  time  spe^nt  in  Canada,  Gilbert  Blakesley, 
President  of  the  Blakesley  Novelty  Company,  Bristol,  has  always  resided 
in  that  town.  His  upright,  genial  and  enterprising  qualities  have  gained 
for  him  a  large  circle  of  friends  throughout  the  State,  and  in  his  home  town 
everyone  knows  and  respects  him.  He  has  always  taken  a  deep  intere.st  in 
everything  which  tends  to  beautify  or  benefit  his  native  place.  In  short,  he  is 
a  splendid  example  of  that  sturdy,  upright  and  vigorous  New  England  manhood 
which  has  had  such  a  big  part  in  the  development  of  the  cc/antry. 

Mr.  Blakesley  was  born  in  Bristol,  July  7,  1840,  and  is,  therefore,  in  his 
seventieth  year.  The  pages  of  his  life  record  generous  deeds,  charity  for  the  un- 
fortunate and  faithfulness  in  all  interests.  He  is  the  son  of  Henry  T.  and  Julia 
(Simpson)  Blakesley.  His  education  was  received  in  the  common  schools  of 
Bristol.  Although  he  had  not  the  advantages  of  so  many  of  the  rising  genera- 
tions he  was  possessed  of  indomiitable  pluck  and  a  practical  nature,  so  making 
the  best  pq'ssible  use  of  his  time  and  talents,  his  efforts  have  been  crowned  with 
success.  His  first  work  in  life  was  clock  making  which  he  subsequently  abandon- 
ed to  take  up  the  manufacture  of  novelties.  The  Blakesley  Novelty  Company  was 
organized  in  October,  1887,  and  has  a  capital  stock  of  thirty  thousand  dollars. 
Elastic  novelties,  such  as  arm  bands,  etc.,  are  manufactured  on  a  large  scale. 
The  company  has  passed  its  majority  being  twenty-two''  years  old,  and  each 
succeeding  year  has  been  of  increased  prosperity.  To-day  the  concern  ranks 
as  one  of  the  leading  industries  of  Brl;>stol  and  about  twenty-five  hands  are  em- 
ployed the  year  round.  About  seven  years  ago  a  new  facto'ry  was  erected 
having  consideTable  more   floor  space  and  better   facilities   for  manufacture. 

When  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  broke  out  ^Ir.  Blakesley  was  not  quite 
twenty-one  years  old  and  his  patriotic  spirit  sent  him  to  the  front  as  a  member 
of  Company  K.  Seventeenth  Regiment,  Connecticut  Volunteers.  The  reg'ment 
raw  active  service,  participating  in  the  battle  of  Antietam  ofi  vSeptember  17,  [862. 
It  was  one  of  the  most  important  conflicts  in  the  war  and  immortalized  the 
names  of  General  Hooker,  Burnside  and  Jackson.  The  federal  losses  were  .2010 
killed  and  10,459  wounded ;  the  confederate  losses  have  never  been  ascertained, 
though  some  of  their  writers  put  nine  thousand  as  the  total.  The  result  of  the 
battle  was  to  hasten  the  emancipation  iproclamation,  then,  contemiplated  by 
President  Lincoln.  After  the  war  Mr.  Blakesley  returned  to  Bristol,  and  about 
twelve  years  ago  he  was  joined  in  marriage  to  Elizabeth  Norton.  In  politics 
he  is  a  Republican  but  he  has  never  made  a  bid  foir  State  Politics,  preferring 
to  devote  his  time  to  business.  He  was  Burgess  of  Bristol  four  years  and  Warden 
of   Bristol    Borough    for   two   year?. 

He  is  President  of  the  Bristol  Press  Compam'  and  fraternally  he  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Masons  and  Elks.  He  is  by  nature  conservative  and  his  modest,  un- 
assuming manner  coupled  with  a  willingness  to  serve  his  fellow  townsmen  in 
any  way  possible  has  made  him  popular.  He  has  filled  all  positio'ns  of  trust 
and  responsibility  in  a  wliole-hcarted  and  judicious  manner.  No  greater  tribute 
can  be  paid  to  a  man  who  has  lived  for  several  decades  in  one  to"wn  than  to 
say  that  increasing  years  more  firmly  welded  his  friendships.  This  is  true  of 
Mr.  Blakeslev,  a  man  who  is  in  everv  sense  of  the  word  a  worthy  citizen. 


GLORGL    BRINTON    CHANDLER. 

/^EORGE    BRINTON    CHANDLER  of 

Q^  Rocky  Hill  is  well  and  favorably 
known  in  various  parts  of  the  country 
on  account  of  his  political  activities.  He, 
however,  is  not  that  type  of  politician  who  fol- 
lows the  leader  and  sidetracks  principle.  He 
has  a  mind  of  his  own  and  is  always  in  the 
open.  One  of  the  leading  New  England 
dailies  in  commenting  upon  him  editorially 
said  that  "he  is  a  man  of  unusual  ability  and 
abundant  independence,  and  his  character  is  | 
a  guarantee  of  integrity."  He  was  born  at 
Fryeburg,  Maine,  in  October,  1865,  and ' 
passed  his  boyhood  days  on  a  farm.  In 
1885  he  graduated  from  Bridgeton  Acad- 
emy, 3ilaine,  and  in  1890  from  Bowdom 
College.  He  edited  two  college  papers 
while  in  college  and  won  prizes  for 
oratory  and  English  composition.  After 
his  graduation  he  successively  held  the 
positions  of  Principal  of  the  High  Schools 
at  Franklin  and  Milford,  Mass.  He  has  held 
several  responsible  and  lucrative  positions  as 
salesman  and  now  manages  the  business  of  the  American  Book  Company  in  Con- 
necticut and  Western  Massachusetts.  In  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature  he 
represented  the  town  of  Rocky  Hill  and  was  chairman  of  the  Railroad  Committee, 
where  he  made  his  presence  strongly  felt.  The  Public  Utilities  bill  was  one  in 
which  he  was  a  notable  figure.  He  and  Lucius  E.  Whiton  of  New  London  were 
a  committee  which  brought  in  a  minority  report  and  the  bill  was  indefinitely 
postponed. 

LOUI5  A.   FI5K. 

5i  MONG  the  young  men  of  New  Haven 
X\  County  no  one  is  better  known  in  po- 
C7  litical  and  social  circles  than  Louis 
A.  Fisk  of  Branford,  retired.  Politically  his 
services  have  been  of  great  value  because  he 
has  been  unhampered  by  business  interests 
and  has  devoted  his  entire  time,  talents  and 
energies  to  the  important  offices  he  has  held. 
He  was  born  in  Hartford,  Connecticut,  No- 
vember 14,  1873.  the  son  of  Eugene  D.  and 
Katherine    (Daniels)    Fisk. 

He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
and  Lake  Forest  University,  Chicago.  On 
December  28,  1898,  he  was  married  to  Ellen 
Veronica  Lynch  and  they  have  three  children, 
Louis  A.  Jr.,  Helen  Katherine  and  Daniel  B. 
Fisk.  Mr.  Fisk  was  a  delegate  from  Branford 
to  the  Connecticut  Constitutional  Convention, 
which  was  in  session  from  January  1st  to  May 
15,  1902.  He  voted  against  the  adoption  of  the 
proposed  constitution  which  was  submitted 
to  the  electors  and  rejected  June  16th 
of  the  same  year.  He  was  also  a  delegate  to  the  last  National  Democratic  Con- 
vention. At  the  1909  session  of  Legislature  Mr.  Fisk  represented  his  town  and 
served  on  the  Committee  of  Public  Health  and  Safety.  He  also  served  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  House  in  1903.  In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat  and  carries  high  the  ban- 
ner of  that  party.  Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  the  Elks.  He  is  of  studious 
nature,  has  traveled  extensively  and  is  highly  esteemed  for  his  lofty  principles  and 
sterling  qualities. 


AQUILA    HILL    CONDLLL, 

fAGES  of  biography  tell  of  the  achievements  of  self-made  men  and  those 
who  have  accomplished  much  through  their  own  efforts  can  look  backward 
on  events  of  their  lives  with  pride,  and,  as  a  rule,  they  exert  a  much 
greater  influence  among  the  struggling  masses  than  those  who  have  always  sailed 
over  calm  seas. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  Aquila  Hill  Condell  of  Plainville,  prominent  as  a 
manufacturer  and  in  politics,  is  one  who  has  gained  success  and  favor  through  a 
strenuousness  of  nature  and  making  the  best  use  of  his  time  and  talents.  He  was 
born  in  Kemptville,  Ontario,  Canada,  January  3,  1849,  his  parents  being  John  and 
Catherine  (Hill)  Condell.  He  was  fitted  for  life  in  the  district  school  and  Vic- 
toria Central  School  in  his  native  town.  The  best  part  of  his  life  has  been  spent 
in  Plainville,  where  his  popularity  is  ever  increasing.  From  1878  to  1883  he  was  a 
manufacturer  of  carriages.  From  1883  to  1901  he  was  Superintendent  of  the  E.  N. 
Welch  Manufacturing  Company  of  Plainville,  clock  manufacturers,  and  since  1903 
has  been  Treasurer  and  Manager  of  the  Elm  City  Brass  and  Rivet  Company, 
Plainville.  Politically  he  is  a  Republican  and  active,  too.  He  represented  the  town 
of  Plainville  in  the  Legislature  in  1884,  and  was  a  delegate  to  the  Constitutional 
Convention  in  1902.  He  has  been  Chairman  of  the  Republican  Town  Committee 
more  than  twenty  years.  In  creed  he  is  a  Baptist  and  for  years  he  served  as 
church  treasurer  and  clerk.  He  is  a  Past  Master  of  Frederick  Lodge  F.  and  A. 
M.,  a  Thirty-second  Degree  Mason;  also  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and 
Odd  Fellows.  Three  years  of  Mr.  Condell's  life  were  spent  in  New  York  City, 
where  he  was  a  member  of  the  Forty-seventh  Regiment,  N.  Y.  N.  G.  He  is  a  di- 
rector of  the  First  National  Bank,  Plainville;  Unionville  Water  Company,  Plain- 
ville Water  Company,  and  is  President  of  the  Plainville  Cemetery  Association. 


L   P.  WALDO   MARVIN. 

3T  IS  a  well  known  fact  that  the  descendants  of  our  pioneer  families  oc- 
cupy, as  a  rule,  honorable  positions  in  life.  The  subject  of  this  biography, 
L.  P.  Waldo  Marvin,  a  prominent  Attorney  and  Judge  of  Probate  of 
Hartford,  furnishes  a  noteworthy  instance. 

In  his  successful  career  he  maintains  the  prestige  of  a  name  which  has  been 
associated  from  an  early  day,  with  the  qualities  that  constitute  good  citizenship. 
He  traces  his  ancestry  back  to  Reinold  Marvin,  who  came  to  Hartford  in  1637. 
It  is  no  stretch  of  the  truth  to  say  that  no  one  is  better  known  in  Hartford  nor 
more  highly  esteemed  than  Judge  Marvin.  Big  in  stature  he  is  equally  big  in  heart. 
He  is  a  genial,  whole-souled,  manly  man. 

He  was  born  in  Hartford  October  19,  1870,  his  parents  being  Edwin  E.  and 
Cynthia  P.  (Waldo)  Marvin.  His  father  was  a  Captain  in  the  First  Connecticut 
United  States  Volunteers  in  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  and  for  several  decades  has 
been  Clerk  of  the  United  States  District  and  Circuit  Courts  and  a  United  States 
Commissioner.  His  mother,  who  died  March  18,  1898,  was  a  daughter  of  Loren  P. 
Waldo,  a  former  Representative  of  this  district  in  Congress,  a  Judge  of  the  Su- 
perior Court  and  United  States  Commissioner  of  Pensions. 

Judge  Marvin  has  always  resided  in  Hartford.  He  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools,  graduating  from  the  West  Middle  District  School  in  1884,  and  from  the 
Hartford  Public  High  School  in  1888.  He  then  entered  Yale  College  and  grad- 
uated from  the  Academic  department  in  1892  and  from  the  Yale  Law  School  in 
1894.  Immediately  he  began  the  practice  of  law  in  Hartford.  On  June  4,  1895,  he 
was  joined  in  marriage  to  F.  Belle  Watrous,  a  daughter  of  Christopher  and  Lottie 
C.  Watrous,  of  Chicago.  They  have  two  children,  Florence  Watrous  Marvin, 
born  December  2,  1896,  and  Edwin  Waldo  Marvin,  born  June  13,  1899.  Judge 
Marvin  has  twice  been  a  Democratic  candidate  for  Representative  of  the  City  of 
Hartford  in  the  State  Legislature.  From  January,  1904,  until  April,  1906,  he  was 
Chairman  of  the  Democratic  Town  Committee  and  his  resignation  was  keenly 
regretted.  In  November,  1906,  he  was  elected  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Probate  for 
the  District  of  Hartford,  defeating  the  Republican  candidate,  William  J.  McCon- 
ville,  and  succeeding  Harrison  B.  Freeman,  who  had  held  the  office  for  years  and 
was  obliged  to  retire  on  account  of  reaching  the  age  limit.  Judge  ]Marvin  is  one 
of  the  strongest  candidates  that  ever  entered  the  political  arena  in  Hartford  County. 
In  spite  of  his  youth  he  has  a  liberal  support  of  both  parties.  The  Tenth  Ward, 
in  which  he  resides,  is  strongly  Republican,  yet  he  has  carried  it  by  a  large  majority 
in  two  elections.  In  the  last  election  he  defeated  Judge  Albert  C.  Bill,  who  was 
considered  an  exceptionally  strong  candidate.  He  has  been  Secretary  of  the 
Hartford  Public  High  School  Committee  and  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners,  his  term  in  the  latter  office  expiring  in  December,  1906.  He  is  a 
vestryman  of  Trinity  Episcopal  Church,  Hartford ;  President  of  the  Open  Hearth 
Association,  a  member  of  the  Hartford  Club,  Hartford  Golf  Club,  University  Club, 
Elihu  Club  of  New  Haven,  Alpha  Delta  Phi  of  New  York,  Connecticut  Historical 
Society,  Municipal  Art  Society  and  many  other  local  organizations. 

Judge  Marvin  has  a  charming  and  affable  manner.  He  is  assiduously  attentive 
to  business.  He  has  a  happy  choice  of  English,  is  well  read  in  law,  a  great  reader 
and  in  the  trial  of  cases  has  more  than  ordinary  patience. 


WILLIAM    PLCK    BAILLY 

3N  the  labor  movement  from  the  workingman's  standpoint  William  Peck 
Bailey,  of  Bethel,  State  Auditor,  (has  ever  taken  a  deep  and  active 
interest.  He  is  in  no  sense  an  extremfist,  his  aim  being  oply  to  act 
fair  and  square  in  the  matter  of  differences.  Such  has  been  his  attitude  in 
political  life,  and  these  upright  qualities  have  gained  for  him  the  highest 
respect  and  esteem  of  his  colleagues.  Mr.  Bailey  was  born  in  Stapleton, 
Staten  Island,  New  York,  February  1,  1860,  the  son  of  Charles  and  Margaret 
(Btioderick  Bailey.  He  was  three  years  old  when  his  parents  removed  to 
Bethel.  His  education  was  obtained  in  the  public  schools  of  that  town..  At 
the  age  of  seventeen  he  was  apprenticed  to*  learn  the  hatter's  .trade,  which 
business  he  successfully  followed,  and  thus  became  a  champion  of  workingmen's 
interests.  He  was  the  Republican  State  Senator  from  the  fifteenth  district  in 
the  sessions  of  1903-05.  So  great  is  the  confidence  of  his  townspeople  in  him 
that  he   is   serving  his   ninth  year  as   first  selectman. 

On  July  I,  IQ07,  he  was  elected  State  Auditor,  and  has  since  creditably 
performed  tlie  duties  of  that  office.  On  March  23,  188;,  he  married  Sophia  R. 
Peck,  of  Neiwtown,  and  they  have  three  children,  Harry  F.,  Margaret  L.  and 
Carrol  P.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Bethel  Congregational  Church,  Eureka 
Lodge,  F.  and  A.  M.,  and  Putnam  Lodge,  K.  of  P. 


IRA    HOBART    5PLNCLR 

»  S  manufacturer,  inventor  and  citizen  Ira  Hobart  Spencer,  President  of 
^ri,  the  Spencer  Turbine  Company  and  Vice-Prfesident  di  the  Organ  Power 
(j  Company  of  Hartford  is  well  and  favorably  known.  From  the  days  of 
his  boyhood  he  has  been  more  than  ordinarily  active  and  to-day  is  eminently 
successful.  He  was  born  in  Barkhamsted,  Connecticut,  on  June  tq,  187.3,  the  son 
of  Uriel  and  Harriet  A.  Spencer,  and  is  descended  from  Jared  Spencer,  son  of 
Sii  Thomas  Spencer  of  England,  who  was  the  first  settler  of  Haddam,  Connec- 
ticut, in  ]688.  Mr.  Spencer  as  a  boy  attended  school  in  Winsted  for  two'  terms, 
and  at  the  age  of  thirteen  he  moved  to  Hartfo'rd,  wh'ere  he  has  since  resided. 

One  of  his  first  positions  was  a  janitor  of  St.  James  church  where  he  in- 
vented a  motoir  to  save  blowing  the  organ ;  this  invention  was  the  nucleus  of 
the  present  organ  blowing  industry.  In  1894  ^^r-  Spencer  organized  the  Spencer 
Motor  Company  of  wHich  he  became  President.  Eventually  it  became  the  Organ 
Power  Company.  Mr.  Spencer  is  one  of  the  chief  owners  and  has  been  Vice- 
President  since  1895.  In  1907  the  Spencer  Turbine  Cleaner  Company  was  or- 
ganized with  Mr.  Spencer  as  President.  He  now  has  forty-two  patents  and 
applications  pending  on  vacuum  cleaning  apparatus  and  other  patents  to  the 
number  qf  twenty.  On  September  27,  1900,  he  was  married  to  Catherine  Monks, 
and  they  have  one   daughter,   Dorothy   Spencer. 


GLORGL    MALPA5    COLL 

-y  HE  State  of  Connecticut  has  indeed  been  fortunate  in  having  since  1901 
Ql  as  Chief  Staff  of  the  Connecticut  State  Militia  one  of  exceptional  ability. 
That  man  is  Adjutant  General  George  Malpas  Cole,  who  has  the  rank 
of  Brigadier  General.  As  is  the  case  in  civil  life  nothling  counts  foir  so  much 
in  military  circles  as  experience,.  General  Cole  has  had  years  of  service  and 
has  reached  his  high  rank  from  the  grade  of  a  private.  Of  excellent  judgment 
and  executive  abili'ty  he  has  brought  the  Connecticut  National  Guard  to  a  fine 
state  of  efficiency.  General  Cole  was  born  in  Portsmouth,  England,  the  son  of 
George  and  J.  A.  (Malpas)  Cole,  in  1853,  coming  4:0  this  country  when  quite 
young. 

His  military  experience  dates  back  from  February  7,  1885,  when  he  enlisted 
as  a  private  in  the  Third  Machine  Gun  platoon  of  the  Third  Infantry.  During 
the  Spanish-American  War,  or  from  May  31,  1898,  until  June  8,  1899,  he  was 
Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the  Fourth  United  States  Volunteers,  and  saw  service  m 
Cuba.  As  Chief  of  Staff  of  the  State  Militia,  General  Cole,  has  supervision  of 
something    over    three  thousand    men. 


LDWARD  WALLACE  BU5H 

3T  has  been  said  and  with  truth  that  every  day  opens  fresh  fields  to 
engineering  science  and  labor ;  and  that  as  the  first  beginnings  of  the 
art  are  lost  in  the  obscurity  of  remote  antiquity,  so  we  see  no  termination 
to  its  usefulness  and  necessity.  There  was  a  time  when  it  was  thought  that 
the  great  problems  of  life  could  not  be  worked  out  by  young  men.  but  such 
is  not  now  the  case..  In  every  sphere  olf  life  young  men  are  in  demand  and 
■they  are  sccomplishing  big  thmgs.  Edward  Wallace  Bush,  chief  engineer  of 
the  Lyme  and  Saybrook  Bridge  Commission,  is  one  of  the  best  known  civil 
engineers  in  the  State,  and  although  young  in  years  has  been  identified  with 
some  brilliant  engineering  achievem.ents.  He  was  born  in  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y., 
in  1871,  graduated  from  the  Pennsylvania  State  Co'llege  in  i8g2  with  the  degree 
Gi  B.  S.,  receiving  the  degree  of  C.  E.  in  1897.  Among  the  projects  on  whicli 
he  has  worked  as  engineer  or  assistant  are  the  additional  water  supplies  for 
New  London  and  Waterbury,Connectictit,  and  Cleveland,  N.  Y. ;  sewer 
construction  in  Rome,  N.  Y. ;  the  highway  drawbridge.  Middletown,  Conn.;  the 
new  East  Hartford  bridge,  and  several  bridges  in  the  Province  of  Quebec. 
The  bridge  between  Lyme  and  Saybrook,  which  he  will  construct,  will  be  one 
of  the  finest  in  the  country.  He  was  president  of  the  Society  of  Civil  Engineers 
in  IQ08.  He  is  a  member  of  the  American  Society  of  Civil  Engineers,  and 
the  New  England  Water  Works  Association.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican. 
Possessed  of  marked   ability  even   greater   successes    are   assured   him. 

MAX  H.  PLILLR 

«   N    insurance    circles    Max    H.    Peiler,    of    Hartford,    assistant    actuary    of 

^     the  Aetna   Life   Insurance    Company,   is   very   well   known.      Mo|st   of   the 

Ci      years    of  his   life   have   becii    devoted    to    the   insurance   business   and   by 

reason  of  his   long   experience   he  lis   familiar  with   every   branch   of   it.      He   is 

modest    in    manner,    painstaking   and   thorough    in    his    duties,    and   respected    for 

his  sterling  qualities. 

iMr.  Peiler  was  born  near  Berlin,  Germany,  in  1850.  His  education  was 
recetved  in  the  College  of  Freenwald.  In  1868  he  came  to'  New  York,  and  in 
the  same  year  entered  the  actuarial  department  of  the  Aetna  Life^  lasurancc 
Company.  His  ability  was  recognized  and  rewarded  by  promoting  him  to  the 
responsible  position  of  assistant  actuary  in  1902.  His  forty-one  years  of 
service  have  been  of  faithful  and  conscientious  effort.  iHe  is  a  member  of  the 
iMasons,  and  is  also  a  Fellow  of  the  Actuarial  Society  of  America,  'having 
become;  identified  wnth  it  in  189Q.  His  wife  was  formerly  iMiss  Amelia  iM. 
Stamm.  They  have  two  children,  K.  E..  employed  by  the  Aetna  Life  Insurance 
Company,  and  iMrs.  W.  C.  Pratt,  of  Detroit,  Michigan.  His  uprightness  of 
character  and  straight- forw^ard  business  principles  have  won  fo\r  him  the 
perfect  confidence  of  all  who  know  him. 

ROBERT  PALMER 

^  OBERT  PALMER,  president  of  the  Robert  Palmer  S:  Son  Shipbuilding 
^Rv  and  Marine  Railway  Company,  of  Noank,  is  recognized  as  a  leader  in 
(jT  the  industrial,  religious  and  intellectual  life  of  h;is  town.  He  is  a  big 
part  of  Noank,  and  Noank  is  a  big  part  of  him.  He  is  one  of  the  foremost 
shipbuilders  of  America,  and  to  have  that  distinction  means  more  than  pages 
of  biography  could  poss'ibly  tell.  He  was  born  in  Noank,  May  26,  i8_'5. 
Though  having  lived  over  the  allotted  span  of  three  score  years  and  ten,  he 
is  still  active  of  body  and  alert  of  mind.  His  parents  were  Deacon  John 
Palmer*,  who  foundcM  the  shipyard,  and  Abbey  Fish.  At  the  age  of  13  lie 
went  to  sea  with  his  brother  John,  and  six  years  later  went  to  Stoningtr(-i 
to  learn  shipbuilding.  He  was  soon  called  home  to'  enter  'into  partnership  with 
his  father  and  brothers.  In  1879  he  became  sole  owner  of  the  shipyard,  and 
in  1894  the  present  stock  company  was  organized.  Nearly  600  craft  have  been 
built  in  the  yards,  ever\4hitng  from  fishing  vessels  to  Sound  stearme'rs.  In 
1858  and  1869  Mr.  Palmer  represented  his  town  in  the  I^egislature.  He  has 
been  a  de&con  of  the  Baptist  church  for  over  fifty  years.  He  is  president  of 
the  Mystfc  and  Noank  Library  Association,  and  a  trustee  of  tTie  Mystic  Oral 
School  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb.  He  was  married  in  1845  to  Harriet  Rogers 
Palmer.  They  had  six  children,  of  whom  only  three  are  now  living.  He  is 
a  fine  example  of  good  citizenship  dl,nd  of  generous  charities. 


^->^  ^>^\>^ifS?^^j5^fSSV'>f^^^^^~' 


CHARLL5   LTHAN   B1LLING5 

.-^  Y  perserverance  and  application,  Charles  Ethan  Billings  of  Hartford  has 
so  utilized  his  life  as  to  render  it  of  value  not  only  to  himself  but  to 
his  fellows.  Prominent  as  citizen,  manufacturer  and  inventor,  he  is  in 
CVC13'  sense  a  hne  type  of  the  self  made  man.  He  was  born  in  Wethersfield 
V/mdsor  county,  Vermont,  December  5,  1835.  His  parents  were  Ethan  Ferdinand 
Billmgs  and  Clarissa  Marsh,  the  family  com'ng  originally  from  England.  Mr. 
Billmgs  can  trace  his  ancestry  back  to  Richard  Biilings,  who  was  granted  land 
in  Hartford  in  1640.  He  contracted  with  GovernoT  Webster  ito  settle  Hadley, 
Mass.,  m  1659,  and  resided  there  until  his  death.  His  son,  Samuel,  Ived  in  Hat- 
field, Mass.,  and  died  in  1658  lea\  ing  a  son,  also  Samuel,  who  left  four  sons  :  Jo- 
seph Biillmgs,  ihe  last  of  these,  was  one  of  a  company  which  organized  to  wage 
war  against  Indians.  His  son,  Joseph  Billings,  Jr.,  with  otheirs  numbering  less 
than  100  were  in  1763  granted  under  George  HI.  a  charter  of  thousands  of  acres 
of  land  on  Lake  Champlain,  10  be  incorporated  into  the  town  of  Swanton.  Rufus 
Bilimgs,  son  of  Joseph  Jr.,  was  Charles  E.  Biillings  grandfalher  and  his  son,  Ethan 
r.  Mr.  Bilhrjgs  father  was  born  in  VVI'lidsor,  Vt.,  in  1807,  dying  at  the  age  of 
41    years. 

In  his  boyhood  days  Mr.  B'llings  helped  his  father  at  blacksmithing  and  at- 
tended the  public  schools  of  Windsor.  He  had  an  ambition  to  become  a  mechan- 
ical engineer  and  read  exhaustively  books  on  the  subject.  When  quite  young 
he  entered  the  cmplo}  of  the  Robbins  &  Lawrence  Company  of  Windsor,  Vt., 
serving  an  apprenticeship  of  three  years  in  the  factory  and  continuing  his  services 
a  year  longer  as  a  journeyman.  At  Colt's  Armory,  Hartford,  he  was  employed 
as  a  diesinker  from  1856  to  i86t,  and  from  1861  to  1865  as  a  contractor  on  army 
revolvers  with    Remington  &   Sons,   Utica,    N.    Y. 

Returning  to  Hartford  after  the  Civil  War  he  was  made  superiintendent  o'f  the 
Weed  Sewing  Machine  Company  from  1865  to  1868.  With  C.  M.  Spencfer  he 
organ'zed  the  Billings  &  Spencer  Company  of  Hartford  in  i86q.  The  concern 
makes  a  specialt}'  of  drop  forging  and  is  ithe  largest  of  its  kind  in  this  country. 
Its  products  are  sold  all  over  the  world.  The  forgings  turned  out  by  the  com- 
pany are  so  perfect  that  many  of  them  require  no  finishing.  Mr.  Billings  has 
taken  out  a  number  of  patents,  among  them  an  expanding  bit  commutator  bar, 
bars   for   dynamo -electric   machines   and   shuttles    for   sewing  machines. 

At  Div;deiid,  down  the  Connecticut  River,  Mr.  Billings  has  a  summer  resi- 
dence and  a    farm    of    several    acres. 

In  Masonic  circles  he  has  attained  the  33rd  degree,  and  is  past  grand  com- 
mander of  the  Knight  Templars,  a  member  of  the  Hartford  Club,  the  American 
Protective  Tariff  League  of  New  York  and  the  Home  Market  Club  of  Boston. 
in  1S95,  li^  was  chosen  president  of  the  American  Society  of  Mechanical  En- 
gineers. He  has  always  voted  the  Republican  ticket.  He  was  alderman  of  the 
third  ward  for  four  years  and  also  'served  as  a  councilman.  For  twelve  years  he 
was  president  of  the  board  of  fire  commissioners  and  it  can  be  safely  said  no 
one  has  ever  taken  a  deeper  interest  in  affairs  of  the  department  than  he.  His 
knowledge  of  niechanics  coupled  with  his  ability  as  a  presiding  oflicer  and  finan- 
cier made  him  very  valuable  to  the  city. 

On  January  5,  1857,  he  was  married  to  Frances  M.  Heywood  of  Windsor, 
Vt.  She  d-ed  in  1S72.  By  that  union  there  were  three  childrein  only  one  of 
whom,  Fred  C.  Billings,  i-slivicg.  On  Sept.  9,  1874,  Mr.  Billings  married  Miss 
Eveline  C.  Holt  of.  Hartford  and  they  have  two  children:  Lucius  H.,  of  Hartford 
and  Alary  E.,  wife  of  William  Green  of  New  Y'ork.  He  is  a  most  enthusiast'c 
sportsman  and  is  fond  of  hunting  and  iishing.  He  is  higlilv  esteemed  in  Hart- 
ford where  his  services  have  been  given  so  freely  in  the  best  interests  of  the 
town. 


^M^  J.)ihn{^^ 
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ROLLIN  S.  WOODRUFF 

OPuLAR,   honest,   honorable,   spotless   in   character,   a  plain   nian   of   the 

people,  a  devoted  citizen   of  the   state,   unostentatious  but  true   always — 
that  is  Rollin  Simmons  Woodruff. 


This   tribute,   paid  to   Connecticut's   former  Governor   by  one  of  the   leading 
Dailies  of  the  State,  does  in  no  sense  flatter  him.     From  the  time  he  started  in  life 
as  an  errand  boy  until  he  attained  to  the  highest  legislative  rank  in  the  state  his 
career   was    one   of   steady   advancement   and  ■  to-day  he   remains   a   most   popular 
citizen  and  eminently  successful  biisiness  man. 

He  was  born  in  Rochester,  Monroe  County,  New  York,  July  14,  1854,  and  is, 
therefore,  55  years  old.  His  ancestry  can  be  traced  back  to  Matthew  Woodrufif 
who  came  to  America  from  England  in  1636.  Among  his  ancestors  were  many 
representatives  of  that  sturdy  stock  that  made  possible  the  beginnings  of  American 
history.  His  parents  were  Jeremiah  and  Clarisse  (Thompson)  Woodruff,  the 
father  being  a  Presbyterian  clergyman.  The  early  years  of  his  life  were  spent  in 
his  native  town  where  he  attended  the  district  schools  concluding  his  studies  in 
Lansing,  Iowa.  When  he  was  only  15  years  ojd  the  family  moved  to  New  Haven, 
this  state,  and  the  future  Governor  secured  work  in  a  hardware  store  as  errand  boy. 
Mr.  Woodruff  was  successful  in  any  work  he  undertook.  He  worked  hard  realiz- 
ing that  success  never  results  from  half-hearted  service,  and  never  regarded  hi^ 
lack  of  education  as  a  serious  handicap,  as  have  so  many.  It  proved  an  incentive 
for  him  to  make  the  most  of  every  opportunity.  He  engaged  in  many  financial 
and  mercantile  enterprises  in  New  Haven  and  finally  became  interested  in  the 
firm  of  C.  S.  Mersick  &  Company,  who  are  among  the  most  extensive  iron,  steel 
and  other  metal  manufacturers  in  the  world.  For  many  years  he  has  been  a 
leading  member  of  the  firm  and  a  controlling  power  of  its  great  plant.  He  is  a 
director  in  a  number  of  corporations  of  the  state.  Always  a  staunch  Republican 
and  interested  in  public  affairs,  he  has  held  important  offices.  He  has  been  presi- 
dent of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce.  In  1903  he  was  State  Senator  from  the  Eighth 
District  and  during  his  Senatorship  he  was  President  pro  tern  of  the  Senate  win- 
ning the  reputation  of  being  a  model  presiding  officer.  In  1905  he  was  Lieutenant 
Governor  of  Connecticut,  to  which  office  he  was  elected  by  a  large  majority.  On 
September  20,  1906,  he  was  nominated  for  Governor  by  acclamation  at  the  Repub- 
lican State  Convention  held  in  his  home  town.  He  was  in  all  respects  a  model 
Governor,  his  administration  being  characterized  by  high  ideals,  courtesy  and 
patience.  On  January  14,  1876,  Mr.  Woodruff  married  Kaomeo  Perkins,  by  whom 
he  had  three  children,  none  of  whom  are  now  living.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Union  League  Club,  the  Young  Men's  Republican  Club  and  the  Governor's  Foot 
Guard,  all  of  New  Haven.  One  may  judge  of  the  type  of  man  that  Mr.  Wood- 
ruff is  from  this  sentence  in  his  speech  of  acceptance  of  the  nomination  for  Gov- 
ernor : 

"I  promise,  so  far  as  is  in  my  power,  to  carry  on  the  government  of  this 
State  on  business  principles,  to  cut  out  unnecessary  expenditures  and  to  organize 
the  government  on  such  lines  that  will  do  away  with  extravagance  and  all  waste 
of  time;  to  facilitate  all  legislation  that  is  directed  toward  the  common  good  in 
the  industrial  and  educational  advancement  of  Connecticut,  co-operating  with  all 
men  whose  purpose  is  right,  and  fighting  with  all  my  energy  every  man  and  every 
measure  not  operating  for  the  best  welfare  of  our  beloved  state." 

These  noble  sentiments    Governor  Woodruff  carried  out  to  the  letter. 


CHARLL5    5.  TRLADWAY 


"^JJIS  LIFE  was  gentle  and  the  elements  so  mixed  in  him  that  nature 
C;-^  might  stand  up  and  say  to  all  the  world,  'This  was  a  man !' "  These 
quoted  words  are  applicable  to  Charles  S.  Treadway,  of  Bristol,  who  passed  into 
the  untried  January  27,  1905.  In  a  large  measure  he  was  a  leader  and  the  personal 
following  which  he  attracted  was  not  small.  His  life,  now  a  closed  book,  is  living 
proof  that  honest  effort  is  always  rewarded. 

Mr.  Treadway  was  born  in  Bristol,  Hartford  County,  this  State,  January  24, 
1848,  so  the  end  came  within  three  days  of  his  fifty-seventh  birthday.  In  his  death 
the  town  of  Bristol  lost  one  of  its  most  valuable  and  prominent  citizens,  a  man 
who,  devoted  his  exceptional  mental  ability  and  keen  business  judgment  to  the 
growth  and  improvement  of  the  town's  industries,  public  utilities  and  institutions. 
His  father  was  Charles  Treadway,  a  clock  maker,  and  his  mother  was  Emily  Can- 
dee.  The  family  lived  in  Bristol,  where  Mr.  Treadway  attended  the  public  schools 
until  his  twelfth  year.  Then  the  family  moved  to  Winsted,  thence  to  Waterbury, 
where  he  purusued  a  course  of  study  in  the  High  School. 

At  fifteen  Mr.  Treadway  entered  the  employ  of  the  Waterbury  Clock  Company  to 
learn  his  father's  trade,  but  soon  abandoned  the  idea  and  accepted  a  clerkship  in 
the  Waterbury  post-office.  His  next  position  was  with  the  Waterbury  National 
Bank  as  office  boy.  His  diligence  and  faithfulness  attracted  attention  and  when 
but  little  past  his  majority  he  was  appointed  teller.  In  1870,  then  only  twenty-two  years 
old,  he  went  with  the  late  Andrew  Terry  to  Lawrence,  Kansas,  where  a  bank  was 
established,  with  Mr.  Terry  as  president,  and  Mr.  Treadway  as  secretary.  The 
Bristol  National  Bank  was  organized  four  years  later  and  Mr.  Treadway  returned 
to  become  its  cashier.  He  remained  in  that  position  until  1899,  when,  upon  the 
death  of  John  H.  Sessions,  Sr.,  he  assumed  the  presidency.  He  held  the  office  until 
his  death,  bringing  the  institution  to  the  front  ranks  of  financial  institutions. 

In  1883  he  set  on  foot  the  organization  of  the  Bristol  Water  Company,  of 
which  he  was  first  treasurer  and  manager  and  upon  the  death  of  J.  H.  Sessions,  Jr., 
he  became  president  as  well.  The  Bristol  water  supply  is  one  of  the  best  in  the 
state.  As  soon  as  this  company  was  organized  Mr.  Treadway  turned  his  attention 
to  the  organization  of  the  Bristol  Electric  Light  Company,  and  a  few  years  later 
he  started  the  Bristol  and  Plainville  Tramway  Company,  which  absorbed  the 
Electric  Company  and  added  to  its  functions  the  manufacturing  of  power  and  a 
steam  heating  plant.  In  1895  he  was  elected  president  of  the  Tramway  Company. 
He  was  also  treasurer  of  the  Horton  Manufacturing  Company,  president  of  the 
New  Departure  Manufacturing  Company,  vice-president  of  the  Bristol  Brass  Com- 
pany, a  director  of  the  Bristol  Manufacturing  Company,  Blakesley  Novelty  Com- 
pany, Bristol  Press  Publishing  Company,  and  Southington  National  Bank. 

He  never  sought  public  office,  but  he  represented  Bristol  in  the  General  As- 
sembly of  1882  and  was  treasurer  of  the  borough  of  Bristol  from  1893  to  1901, 
besides  holding  many  other  offices.  He  was  a  member  of  the  First  Congrega- 
tional Church.  Fraternally  he  was  a  member  of  Townsend  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of 
Waterbury,  the  Royal  Arcanum  of  Bristol,  Farmington  Country  Club,  Waterbury 
Club  and  Bristol  Business  Men's  Association.  In  1873  Mr.  Treadway  married 
Margaret  Terry,  who  died  in  1880,  leaving  one  son,  Charles  T.  Treadway,  who 
promises  to  be  a  worthy  successor  of  his  father.  In  1884  Mr.  Treadway  married 
Lucy  Hurlbut  Townsend,  who  survives  him.  By  that  union  there  were  three  chil- 
dren. In  the  words  of  the  Bristol  Press,  "He  has  builded  well  and  his  works  do 
live  after  him." 


^KTU^ 


JAML5   NICHOL5 

9V  GOOD  name  is  rather  to  be  chosen  than  great  riches,  and  loving  favor 
(^pV  rather  than  silver  and  gold."    James  Nichols,  President  of  the  National 

Fire  Insurance  Company  of  Hartford,  has  a  noble  ancestry;  he  has  main- 
tained the  good  name  of  his  ancestors  and  he  has  the  favor  of  society  in  its 
broadest  meaning.  His  early  life  was  not  of  ease ;  on  the  contrary  it  was  a  strug- 
gle. He,  however,  knew  no  such  word  as  surrender  and  his  efiforts  realized  rich 
success. 

Mr.  Nichols  is  a  descendant  of  Sergeant  Frances  Nichols,  who  came  of  a  promi- 
nent English  family  and  was  one  of  the  leading  men  of  Stratford,  this  State,  early 
in  the  seventeenth  century.  His  son,  Isaac,  owned  much  land  and  was  chosen 
to  the  General  Court  four  times.  His  wife  was  the  daughter  of  Theophilus  Sher- 
man of  Wethersfield.  Early  last  century,  Captain  James  Nichols  was  a  prosperous 
farmer  and  cattle  dealer  in  Newtown.  His  son,  Isaac,  who  for  some  time  was 
engaged  in  business  in  Bridgeport,  was  a  large  proprietor.  Both  were  Episco- 
palians, Whigs,  and  men  of  great  strength  of  character. 

James  Nichols,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  son  of  Isaac  and  Betsy  (Piatt) 
Nichols,  was  born  in  Easton,  December  24,  1830.  In  his  early  days  he  toiled  hard 
on  his  father's  farm,  developing  a  strong  constitution,  which  has  served  him  well 
all  these  years.  When  about  three  years  old  his  mother  died.  He  obtained  what 
education  he  could  from  the  common  schools  of  Easton  and  became  seized  with 
the  idea  that  the  practice  of  law  was  his  calling.  All  his  spare  time,  and  it  may 
be  stated  that  he  had  but  little,  was  devoted  to  the  study  of  law. 

He  worked  at  farming  summers  and  taught  school  winters,  yet  his  cherished 
ambition  was  carried  out.  He  completed  his  studies  in  the  office  of  the  late  Amos 
S.  Treat,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Danbury  in  1854.  He  went  to  Thomp- 
sonville,  town  of  Enfield,  and  opened  an  office,  but  had  been  there  only  a  short  time 
before  he  was  called  to  Hartford  to  take  the  Assistant  Clerkship  of  the  Superior 
Court.  At  the  age  of  31  years  he  was  elected  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  Hartford 
District,  which  included  Hartford,  East  Hartford,  Glastonbury,  and  Windsor  Locks, 
So  successful  was  his  administration  that  he  was  chosen  for  a  second  term.  In 
1867  he  was  appointed  adjuster  and  special  agent  of  the  Merchants  Insurance  Com- 
pany of  Hartford.  He  was  Secretary  of  the  Company  at  the  time  of  the  Chicago 
conflagration  and  the  losses  were  so  great  that  the  company  surrendered  its  charter. 
That  year  the  National  Fire  Insurance  Company  was  organized  and  Judge  Nichols 
was  chosen  Secretary.  On  the  death  of  Mark  Howard,  the  President,  in  1887,  Mr. 
Nichols  was  elevated  to  the  Presidency,  which  position  he  now  holds.  During 
his  administration  the  company  has  had  a  wonderful  growth.  Mr.  Nichols  is  Presi- 
dent of  the  Mechanics'  and  Traders'  Fire  Insurance  Company  of  New  Orleans, 
Vice-President  of  the  Franklin  Fire  Insurance  Company  of  Wheeling,  West  Vir- 
ginia, Vice-President  of  the  Charter  Oak  National  Bank  of  Hartford,  a  trustee 
of  the  Society  for  Savings,  Hartford,  and  a  director  of  the  Pratt  &  Cady  Com- 
pany. He  is  a  member  of  the  Asylum  Avenue  Congregational  Church  of  Hart- 
ford; also  of  the  Hartford  Golf  Club,  Hartford  Club,  Country  Club  of  Farmington 
and  the  Connecicut  Congregational  Club.  On  July  9,  1861,  he  was  married  to  Isabella 
M.  Starkweather.  They  had  three  children,  only  one  of  whom  is  now  living,  Mrs. 
Harry  A.  Smith  of  Hartford. 


CHARLL5    TLRRY  TRLADWAY 

9V  MONG  men  of  mark  few  reach  distinct  success  at  a  really  youthful  age. 
J\  Occasionally  someone  will  suddenly  jump  into  the  lime-light  of  publicity 
^  with  prospects  of  far-reaching  tame  only  to  prove  a  dismal  future.  In  these 
days  much  is  required  of  the  man  who  has  a  position  above  mediocrity.  It  is  one 
thing  to  "have"  and  another  to  "hold."'  Charles  Terry  Treadway  of  Brisftol  is  a 
young  man  who  has  furnished  abundant  proofs  of  ability,  moral  courage  ami 
steadfastness.  He  was  born  September  8,  1877,  and  is,  therefore,  only  32  ye^rs 
old.  His  father  was  Charles  Seth  Treadway,  a  banker  and  manufacturer,  who 
died  in  IQ05  and  a  sketch  of  whose  life  appears  in  this  volume.  His  mother, 
Margaret  (Terry)  Treadway,  died  in  his  infancy.  Mr.  Treadway  completed  ele- 
mentary courses  at  the  Federal  Hill  School  in  Bristol  in  1801,  graduated  from  the 
Bristol  High  School  in  1895,  d'd  a  year  of  college  preparatory  work  at  Phillips 
Academy,  Andover;  entered  Yale  University  and  graduated  in  1900  with  the 
degree  of  B.  A.     He  then  travelf'd  abroad  for  six  months. 

In  IQOO  he  began  his  business  career  as  treasurer  of  the  New  Departure 
Bell  Company  of  Bristol.  After  his  father's  death  in  IQ05,  he  was  elected  vice- 
president  of  the  Bristol  National  Bank  and  in  1907,  after  the  death  of  Edward 
B.  Dunbar',  was  made  pres'-dent.  At  that  time  he  was  under  thiirty  years  of  age 
and  had  the  distinction  of  being  the  youngest  bank  president  in  the  state.  He 
is  treasurer  of  the  Horton  Manufacturing  Compay  and  a  director  in  the  Bristol 
Water  Company,  Bristol  and  Plainvillc  Tramway  Company.  Bristol  Brass  Com- 
pany, American  Silver  Company  and  other  corporations.  He  is  a  member  of 
Franklin  Lodge,  F.  and  A.  M.,  Pequabuck  Chapter.  R.  A.  M.,  Ionic  Cotmcil,  R. 
and  S.  M  ,  Washington  Commandery,  K.  T.,  No.  i,  Sphinx  Temple,  Mystic  Shrine, 
Yale  Club  of  New  Haven,  Graduates'  Club  of  New  Haven  and  Farmington 
Country  Club.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational  church.  On  June  4.  1902, 
he  was  married  to  Isabella  Graham  Richards  and  they  have  two  sons,  Chairles 
Terry  and  Graham  Richards.     His  life  is  one  of  unusual  protnise. 


HLNRY    F.  5MITH 


/TTO    be    the    nominee    of    both    the    Republican    and    Democratic    parties    in 
\]y   several  elections  shows  the  strength  of  a  man.     Such  has  been  the  good 
fortune  of  Henry  F.  Smith,  town  clerk  of  Hartford.     A  deserving  char- 
acter sketch  of  the  man  is  hard  to  write,  but  he  merits  every  good  word  that 
can  be  said.     He  has  ability  and  stability — all  the  attributes  of  a  gentleman. 

Since  1854,  when  he  M-as  less  than  a  year  old,  he  has  resided  in  Hartford. 
That  was  the  year  his  father,  Rob(»rt  H.  vSmith,  who  is  living,  settled  here.  He 
attended  the  old  Center  school  until  1865,  when  he  went  to  Germany  and  studied 
three  years  In  October,  1868,  he  entered  the  employ  of  Foster  &  Co.,  wholesale 
grocers  and  remained  with  that  concern  over  twenty-seven  years.  He  relin- 
quished his  duties  to  become  town  clerk.  He  is  clerk  of  the  boards  lof  aldermen 
and  selectmen.  For  two  years  he  represented  the  old  4th  ward  in  the  council. 
In  1878  he  was  joined  in  marriage  to  Miss  Rose  Bihl  of  Hockanum.  In  1873 
he  joined  Company  A,  First  Regiment,  and  resigned  as  lieutenant  in  1891.  He 
has  twice  been  Major  of  the  Germania  Guard  Veteran  Association  and  for 
thirteen  years  has  been  a  member  of  the  Putnam  Phalanx  and  at  present  is 
an  adjutant.  He  is  a  noble  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  a  32nd  degree  Mason,  an  Odd 
Fellow,  a  Knight  of  Pythias,  an  Elk,  a  Maccabee,  a  Woodman,  a  Son  of  Her- 
man, a  member  of  the  Hartford  Saengerbund,  the  Republican  Club,  the  Board 
of  Trade,  and  other  organizations.  In  May,  rQo6,  he  was  elected  major  of  Robort 
O.  Tyler  Post  Citizens  Corps,  G.  A.  R. 


HON.  ANDRE,W  N.  5HLPARD 

3T  HAS  been  said,  that  the  people,  in  general,  like  to  take  for  their  ser- 
vice men  whose  quality  has  been  tested  in  some  private  calling.  A  good 
example  of  the  truth  of  this  statement  is  found  in  the  life  of  Andrew  N.  Shepard, 
of  Portland.  He  has  always  lived  in  that  town  and  his  usefulness  has  extended 
beyond  its  borders  because  of  faithfulness  in  the  small  things.  His  townspeople 
recognized  in  him  those  sterling  qualities  which  are  always  rewarded.  Honesty, 
truthfulness,  courage,  which  mould  a  stronger  character,  have  been  his  ideals 
in  life.  These  traits  were  handed  down  by  his  ancestry  and  have  developed  in 
transit,  so  to  speak.  To-day  no  one  is  better  known  in  Middlesex  County  than 
Mr.   Shepard  and  throughout  the  state  he  has  an  extended  acquaintance. 

He  was  born  May  5,  1862,  his  parents  being  Nelson  and  Elizabeth  (Tryon) 
Shepard,  one  of  the  oldest  families  in  Connecticut.  His  education  was  received 
in  the  public  schools  of  Portland,  the  Glastonbury  Academy  and  the  Cheshire 
Military  Academy.  For  over  twenty  years  he  has  successfully  followed  the  tobac- 
co business.  There  is  perhaps  no  one  in  this  part  of  the  country  who  knows  more 
about  tobacco  than  he,  for  during  the  last  two  decades  he  has  made  a  deep  study 
of  it.  In  Portland  he  has  filled  many  important  town  offices  and  gained  the  good 
will  and  respect  of  everybody.  He  is  a  member  of  Warren  Lodge,  No.  52,  F.  and 
A.  M.,  Portland  Lodge,  No.  35,  L  O.  O.  F.,  Middlesex  Lodge,  No.  33,  A.  O.  U.  W., 
and  the  Elks.  He  is  also  a  member  of  that  famous  military  organization,  the  Put- 
nam Phalanx,  of  Hartford.  He  is  a  vestryman  of  Trinity  Episcopal  Church,  of 
Portland,  and  politically  is  a  loyal,  steadfast  Republican. 

He  is  a  director  of  the  Freestone  Savings  Bank  and  the  First  National  Bank 
and  is  connected  with  several  other  corporations.  In  the  Legislature  of  1901,  he 
was  a  valuable  House  member  of  the  Committee  on  Appropriations,  which  was  a 
very  important  one.  It  was  through  his  efforts  that  the  towns  having  a  railroad 
indebtedness  received  State  aid.  In  the  session  of  1907-'08  he  was  Senator  from 
the  Thirty-fourth  District,  serving  with  marked  ability.  He  was  the  chairman  of 
one  of  the  leading  committees,  Humane  Institutions,  and  gained  the  name  of 
"Free  Bridge  Senator."  To  him  much  credit  is  due  for  the  passage  of  the  bill, 
making  Toll  Bridges  free.  He  was  appointed  one  of  three  commissioners  by  Gov- 
ernor Woodruff  to  investigate  the  Lyme  and  Saybrook  Bridge  and  was  later  re- 
appointed one  of  three  commissioners  to  build  the  bridge  for  which  an  appropriation 
of  $500,000  was  made.  The  late  Governor  Lilley  appointed  Mr.  Shepard  a  member 
of  his  staff  with  the  rank  of  Colonel.  On  the  death  of  the  Governor  he,  with  all 
other  members  of  the  staff,  resigned,  but  was  re-appointed  by  the  present  incumbent, 
Governor  Weeks.  Now  his  friends  hardly  know  whether  to  use  the  title  of  Sen- 
ator or  Colonel  in  addressing  him,  but  it  is  safe  to  say  that  Mr.  Shepard  is  the 
least  concerned. 

He  was  united  in  marriage  to  Harriet  Stockwell,  daughter  of  A.  B.  Stockwell, 
of  Windsor  Locks,  and  two  children  were  born  to  them— Dorothea,  born  May  13, 
1891,  and  Nelson  A.,  born  November  1,  1897. 

Mr.  Shepard  takes  a  deep  interest  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  town,  county, 
and  state.  Bigger  political  honors  are  predicted  for  him  and  he  has  hosts  of  friends 
who  will  be  surprised  if  he  does  not  yet  go  to  Congress. 


'Axl^^ 


DLWITT  CLINTON  5KILTON 

CHE  vast  progressive  and  reforming  movements  are  carried  on  only  by  those 
who  w^ork  seriously,  steadfastly  and  diligently.  It  has  been  said  that 
there  is  no  obstacle  which  diligenfce  cannot  surmount ;  no  enemy  which 
diligence  cannot  overcome.  It  is  a  calm,  irresistible  power  before  vvhich  per- 
plexities give  away.  Connecticut  has  turned  out  some  wonderful  men, — men 
who  have  risen  from  obscurnty  to  eminence  because  they  knew  no  such  word  as 
fail.  Sometmies  men  in  speaking  of  Garfield  and  Lincoln  say  that  ra,:,l  splitters 
and  followexs  of  the  towpath  no'  longer  gains  success  by  such  routes.  It  is,  how- 
ever, an  undisputabie  fact  that  many  men  of  humble  origin  who  became  success- 
ful live  today;  also  that  on  all  sides  we  tind  young  men  who  had  not  many  ad- 
vantages, forging  ahead  by  reason  of  ambition  and  application. 

Begnnimg  work  in  life  at  the  age  of  fourteen  with  only  a  brief  and  simple 
district  school  education  and  becoming  one  of  the  most  competent  insurance 
underAvriters  in  the  land,  is  the  accomplishment  of  Dc*witt  Clinton  Skiilton,  pres- 
ident of  the  Phoenix  Insurance  Company  of  Hartford..  His  going  out  into  the 
v/orid  at  such  a  tender  age  was  made  necessary  by  the  death  of  his  father.  JVlr. 
Skillon  was  born  in  Thomaston,  Litchfield  County,  this  State,  January  ii,  1839. 
Dr.  Henry  Skilton,  born  in  Coventiy,  England,  in  171 8,  who  sailed  for  America 
in  a  "gun  ship"'  seventeen  years  later,  was  his  first  American  ancestor.  The 
doctop-  located  first  in  Roxbury.  Mass.,  and  then  in  Prestbn,  this  state,  where  he 
married  the  daughter  of  Toseph  Avery  of  Norwich.  In  his  old  age  he  moved  to 
Waterto'wn  and  died  early  in  the  nineteenth  centui-y.  Among  the  most  prom- 
inent settlers  of  Hartford  County  were  other  ancestors  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  Included  m  the  list  are  such  historical  names  as  Hon.  John  Steel,  who 
accompanied  Rev.  Tliomas  Hooker  to  Hartford  in  1636;  Hon.  John  VVadsworth 
of  Charter  Oak  tree  fame,  Sir  William  Southmayd,  Hon.  Matthew  Allyn,  a 
party  to  the  royal  charter ;  Hon.  John  Allyn,  Captain  William  Judd,  Timothj 
Rudd,  and  others  who  made  Colonial  History. 

Dewitt  Clinton  Skilton  first  obtained  v/ork  in  a  manufacturing  establish- 
ment in  Thomaston,  remaining  until  1S55.  Then  he  moved  to  Hartford  to  keep 
books  in  a  dry  goods  store.  In  iS5i  he  made  h's  entrance  into  his  life's  work 
Dy  accepting  employment  with  the  Hartford  Fire  Insurance  Company.  With  the 
spirit  of  a  true  patriot  he  eailisted  in  1862  in  the  Twenty-second  Regiment,  Con- 
necticut Volunteeis,  and  rose  to  a  second  lieutenantcy.  He  was  mustered  out 
as  a  hrst  lieutenant  and  returned  to  his  desk  in  the  Hartford  Fire  Insurance 
Co.'s  office.  His  sterling  worlh  was  quicl<dy  recognized  and  in  1867  he  was 
elected  secreiary  of  the  Phoenix  Insurance  Company.  Eleven  years  later  iie 
was  chosen  vice-president,  and  in  1891  he  became  president,  which  office  he  still 
holds.  In  insurance  matters  he  has  identified  himself  with  many  important 
rcifonns.  The  form  of  fire  insurance  blanks,  as  ordered  by  the  state  of  New 
York,  and  later  adopted  by  many  other  states,  was  prepared  by  a  committee  of 
which  he  was  a  member.  It  is  generally  conceded  that  there  is  no  abler  in- 
surance underwriter  than  he.  Mr.  Sk'lton  is  a  corporator  and  trusytee  of  the 
State  Savings  Bank,  a  director  of  the  Hartford  National  Bank,  and  for  three 
years  was  president  of  the  National  Board  of  Fire  Underwriters.  He  is  mem- 
ber of  the  Army  and  Navy  Club  of  this  state  and  New  York,  of  the  Country 
Club,  Golf  Club,  Hartford  Club,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republc  and  the  Military 
Order  of  the  Loyal  Legion  of  the  United   States. 

In  1865  he  was  married  to  Ann  Jeanefte  Andrews,  by  whom  h'e,  had  two 
children,  neither  of  whom  are  Hving.  Politically  he  is  a  Republican  and  churcli- 
wise  he  is  a  Congrcgationalist. 


NLL50N  M.  WAT50N 


jJN  THIS  age  of  great  opportunities 
young  men,  very  young  men,  are 
pushmg  to  the  front  as  never  before.  There 
is  no  room  for  weak  and  whining  drones, 
but  boys  of  spirit,  muscle  and  will  cannot  but 
succeed.  Some  of  the  best  positions  in  the 
land  are  held  to-day  by  young  men  whose 
ability  would  not  have  been  recognized 
decades  back.  Boy  wonders  are  not  merely 
found  _  in  works  of  fiction ;  they  are  very 
much  in  evidence  and  they  insist  upon  being 
heard.  In  the  little  town  of  Kent,  Nelson  M. 
Watson  at  the  age  of  33  years  conducts  a 
store  and  has  already  served  a  term  in  the 
state  legislature.  He  enjoys  the  respect  and 
esteem  of  a  large  circle  of  friends  who  cheer- 
fully predict  a  successful  future.  Mr.  Wat- 
son was  born  in  Kent,  September  3,  1877, 
and  concluded  his  studies  at  the  Cheshire 
Military  Academy.  On  October  24,  1900,  he 
married  Miss  Mary  A.  Bull  and  is  the  father 
of  three  children— George  Wellington,  born 
October  6,  1901;  Paul  Benedict,  born  September  15,  1906,  and  Helen  Boland,  born 
October  23,  1908.  Politically,  he  is  a  Democrat.  His  popularity  sent  him  to  the 
last  Legislature  as  a  member  of  the  house,  where  he  served  on  the  sale  of  lands 
committee.  He  is  a  vestryman  of  the  Episcopal  church  and  a  Mason.  Although 
not  a  member  of  any  military  organization  he  has  taken  a  great  interest  in  military 
matters  since  his  graduation  from  the  Cheshire  Academy. 


/ 


WILLIAM  K.  ACKLRLY 

/TT  HE    world    respects    the    man    whose 
Vi^   success     is    wQrthily    achieved,     and 
who,  by  overcoming  the  obstacles  in 
his  path,  has  reached  a  high  position  in  the 
i.  business  world.     This  is  a  progressive  age, 

I  and  he  who   does  not  advance  is  soon  left 

5  far  behind.     Mr.   Ackerly,   by  the   improve- 

ment of  opportunities  with  which  all  are 
surrounded,  has  steadily  advanced  and  has 
nttained  a  fair  degree  of  prosperity.  He 
IS  to-day  one  of  the  most  promising  and 
prominent  business  men  of  East  Hartford. 
He  was  born  March  6,  i868,  in  East 
Hartford,  Connecticut,  and  attended  the 
District  schools,  the  Hartford  Public  High 
School,  and  Hannum's  Business  College.  He 
has  had  a  varied  railroad  experience,  and 
during  the  time  that  he  was  engaged  in 
it  he  held  some  very  responsible  positions. 
In  1893  he  gave  up  railroad  life  and  became 
manager  of  his  father's  farm,  developing  it 
so  that  he  is  now  one  of  the  largest 
tooacco  growets  of  this  section.  He  is  a  ReptiWican  in  politics,  and  i.s 
Treasurer  of  the  East  Hartford  Business  Men's  Association,  Treasurer  and 
Director  of  the  Hartford  County  Tobacco  Growers'  Protective  Association  and 
has  been  Treasurer  for  several  years  of  the  North  School  District.  He  is' very 
prominent  fraternally  and  is  a  member  of  the  First  Congregational  church 
having  served  as  Assistant  Treasurer  for  many  years.  He  stands  among  the 
most  respected  citizens  of  his  town  and  cotinty. 


FRLDLRICK  L.  DICKLRMAN 


5i  GREAT  railroad  presHdent  toiice 
J^  said :  "Show  me  a  railroad  man 
retired  on  pension  and  I'll  show  you 
a  man."  If  that  magnate  was  not  abso- 
lutely correct  in  his  estimate  of  railroad 
men  he  made  no  mistake  so  far  as  Fred- 
erick E.  Dickerman  of  Winchester  is  con- 
cerned. He  is  superintendent  of  the  Capitol 
and  has  hosts  of  fr*iends  because  he  is 
big  in  heart,  genial  and  faultlessly  | 
courteous.  He  first  saw  the  light  of  day 
October  i,  1845,  the  son  of  Edwin  and 
Lucretia  (Peck)  Dickerman.  His  educa- 
tion was  received  in  the  New  Haven  public 
schools  followed  by  a  special  course  in 
the  John  Lovell  School.  He  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Ella  L.  Wilcox,  July 
24,  1876.  In  1863  he  became  a  brakeman  on 
the  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford 
Railroad  and  five  years  later  was  made 
conductor,  which  position  he  held  until  i\Iay,  1905,  when  his  splendid  services 
were  rewarded  by  placing  him  on  the  retired  list  on  pens,fon.  He  is  an  active 
member  of  the  Watertown  Congregational  church  and  a  member  of  the  following 
societies :  James  B.  Bidwell  Encampment,  No.  123,  St.  Andrew's  Lodge,  No. 
64;  P.  A.  M.  2:  Clifton  Lodge,  No.  34;  I-  O.  O.  P.;  Meriden  Chapter,  No.  15; 
Tyrion  Council,  No.  31 ;  Clark  Commandery,  No.  7. 

JOHN  L.  WIL50N 

?V  PLEASING  personality  is  a  most 
f^  valuable  asset.  Without  it  a  man's 
main  liabilities  are  all  the  heavier. 
There  is  no  surer  cure  for  the  blues  than 
to  visit  the  State  capitol,  fqr  to  find  an 
employee  lacking  cordiality  to  a  marked  de- 
gree is  as  hopeless  as  finding  the  proverbial 
needle  in  the  haystack.  John  L.  Wilson,  of 
Suffield,.  has  been  assistant  superintendent 
of  the  Capitol  for  years  and  "there's  a 
reason,"  in  fact  several.  He  has  a  personal- 
ity which  he  ne\er  leaves  home  and  it  ap- 
peals to  every  one  who  knows  him.  He  was 
born  the  son  of  WdHam  L-  and  Ann  ( Allen  j 
Wilson  in  Thompsonville,  July  14,  1848. 
His  education  was  completed  in  the  Con- 
necticut Literary  Institute.  Always  a  Re- 
publican he  has  workecj  hard  and  steadily 
for  the  party.  Since  1876  he  has  been 
Chairman  of  *^he  Republican  Town  Com- 
mittee and  Registrar  of  Voters  since  1886.  He  served  as  messenger  in  the  House 
of  Representatives  in  1881,  holding  the  position  three  years.  In  1885  he  was 
chosen  for  the  office  a  fourth  time.  In  the  years  1895,  1897  and  1899  he  was 
messenger  in  the  Senate;  in  1886  and  1897  an  active  member  of  the  House;  in 
1898  a  Deputy  Sheriff  serving  in  Hartford  county;  in  1899  he  was  appointed 
assistant  superintendent  of  the  Capitol  and  has  been  re-appointed  by  succeeding 
Comptrollers.  March,  1870,  he  was  joined  in  marriage  to  Edna  J.  Sikes  of 
Suificld  and  they  have  two  children— William  T.,  and  Minnie  A. 


JOHN   H.  BLAKL5LLL 


qOHN  H.  BLAKESLEE,  Town  Clerk 

^  of  North  Haven,  has,  by  the  prac- 
tice of  those  qnalities  which  inspire 
confidence  and  respect  among  his  fellow 
men  risen  almost  silently  and  without  osten- 
tation in  the  public  esteem  until  he  is  now 
one  of  the  foremost  and  most  isterling 
citizens.  He  has  won  his  way  under  most 
extraordinary  circunistances,and  has,  by  his 
own  force  of  character  and  the  high  type 
of  patient,  modest  citizenship  he  exemph- 
fied,  won  a  way  to  the  hearts  and  esteem 
of  his  numerous  friends  and  acquaintances. 
Mr.  Blakeslee  has  been  Town  Clerk  for 
five  years,  and  is  also  a  Justice  of  the 
Peace  and  Tax  Collector.  He  is  repre- 
senting his  town  in  the  present  General  As- 
sembly, and  is  a  member  of  the  Committee 
on  Incorporations.  He  is  a  progressive  citi- 
zen, a  member  of  the  Masons,  and  in  poli- 
tics is  a  Republican.  He  is  44  years  old, 
still  a  yoimg  man.  He  has  the  courage  of 
his  convictions  and  is  a  wide-awake  and  tireless  worker.  No  one  in  North  Haven 
takes  a  deeper  interest  in  the  welfare  of  his  town.  He  has  filled  all  posiitions 
of  trust  and  r'esponsibility  in  a  faithful  and  judicious  manner.  Although  he  is  a 
strong  party  man,  many  Democrats  lend  him  support  knowing  that  he  is  the  right 
man  in  ithe  right  place  No  office  is  more  important  in  any  town  than  that 
of  town  clerk  and  in  North  Haven  a  most  excellent  choice  has  been  made. 


^*  ^w 


WILBUR  THOMPSON   HALLIDAY 


WNCE  January,    i8g6,   nearly   fourteen 


years,  Wilbur  Thompson  Halliday 
has  ably  ass-isted  Town  Clerk,  Henry 
F.  Smith,  of  Hartford,  in  the  ever  increas- 
ing duties  of  the)  office.  By  reason  o'f  edu- 
cation, legal  training  and  early  clerical 
experience  Mr.  Halliday  has  rendered  valu- 
able service,  until  now  he  seems  a  fixture  in 
the  office.  He  is  one  of  Hartford's  best 
known  young  men,  gentle  in  mind  and  man- 
ner,  and   a  master   of  detail. 

Mr.  Halliday  was  born  in  Hartford, 
July  31,  1871,  his  parents  being  Wilbur 
Hills  and  Helen  (Thompson)  Plalliday. 
After  his  graduation  from  the  Arsenal 
school,  Hartford  Public  High  School  and 
I-iuntsinger's  Business  College,  he  was  enr- 
ployed  by  the  Connecticut  Car  Service  As- 
sociation and  the  Hartford  Typewriter 
Company.  His  nomination  as  assistant 
town  clerk  oy  Henry  F.  Smith,  town  clerk-elect,  in  ]8g6  was  approved  by  the 
board  of  selcc'mien,  and  he  has  since  held  the  office  continuously.  Mr.  Halliday 
attended  Georgetown  Law  School,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar"  of  the  Supreme 
Court  and  Court  of  Appeals  of  the  District  of  Colombia,  December  16,  1899. 
Iwo  years  later  he  was  admitted  to  practice  in  all  the. courts  of  this  state,  and 
lilt  Un.ted  States  Court. 


LDWARD    TWICHLLL    CARTER 

/TTO  reside  in  one  town  continuously  for  over  fifty  years  is  an  excellent  record. 

vJ^  In  the  flotsam  and  jetsam  of  human  life  it  is  refreshing  to  come  in  contact 
w^ith  one  who  neither  floats  nor  sinks,  but  breasits  the  tide  in  his  own 
community  and  year  after  year  knows  not  failure..  Such  a  man  is  Edward 
Tw'chell  Carter  of  Plainviile,  manufacturer.  For  fifty-two  years  he  has  resided 
in  Plainviile  and  he  is  by  no  means  an  old  man.  He  was  born  in  New  Haven 
in  1855  aad  came  to  Plainviile  with  bis  parents  when  an  infant.  His  parents 
v;ere  Burwell  and  Achsah  (Tallmage)  Carter.  He  attended  the  common  schools 
and  concluded  his  education  at  business  college.  His  father  was  in  the  brass 
foundry  business  and  upon  his  death  seven  years  ago  he  succeeded  him.  To- 
day the  Edward  T.  Carter  Foundry  is  one  of  the  best  industries  in  Plainviile. 
The  principal  manufacture  is  of  castings.  Mr.  Carter  was  married  to'  Lizzie 
M.  Jorden  of  Farmington,  April  12,  1877,  and  they  have  one  son,  Irving  B.,  who 
is  employed  m  his  father's  foundry.  He  has  never  sought  nor  held  public  office, 
but  for  all  that  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  men  in  town.  Politically  he  is  a 
Eepublican.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Bristol  Congregational  church.  Fraternally 
he  is  a  member  o*f  the  Masons,  Odd  Fellows  and  American  Mechanics.  He  is 
delightfully  cordial  and  genuinely  sincere;  a  characteristic,  which  endears  him 
to  all  acquaintances.  His  character  has  always  been  beyond  reproach.  He  is 
a  valuable  citizen  and  his  honest,  upright  qualities  have  ga-'ned  for  him  a  large 
circle   ot   true   friends. 


WHITING  J.  WILCOX 


I" 


JN  THE  town  of  Cornwall  no  man 
is  better  known  nor  held  in  higher 
esteem  than  Whiting  Jerome  Wilcox.  Suc- 
cessful m  busmess,  uniformly  courteous  and 
havmg  a  wide  awake  interest  in  public  affairs, 
he  has  a  state-wide  acquaintance.  Mr.  Wil- 
cox was  born  in  Cornwall,  March  3,  1868  the 
son  of  Collins  E.  Wilcox  and  Augusta  D. 
Bissell.  For  over  forty-one  years  he  has 
lived  and  moved  and  had  his  being  in  that 
town  which  classes  him  strictly  as  a  home- 
body. His  education  was  received  in  the 
public  schools  and  Housatonic  Valley  In- 
stitute. He  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  E. 
Wilson  on  April  5,  1893,  and  they  have  two 
children,  Ellery  A.,  born  January  10,  1895, 
and  Rodney  S.,  born  April  3,  1904.  Since 
1886  Mr.  Wilcox  has  conducted  a  store  for 
the  sale  of  general  merchandise  and  is  one 
of  the  foremost  business  men  of  the  town. 
Comparatively  a  young  man   he   has  had  the 

confidence    of    his    townspeople    while    serving  ^^^^^.^ 

as  postmaster,  secretary  of  the  Village  Improvement  Society,  town  clerk,  justice 

of  SS  "°M '^  P"^  '''  ^T""'^  1"^'^°/'  /^gi^trar  of  vital  statistics  and  Registrar 
of  voters.  He  is  a  staunch  member  of  the  Republican  party  and  has  served  twice 
^..Ik.  /i'^fl  ^  ^'  represented  his  town  in  the  last  session  and  was  a 
member  of  the  fish  and  game  commission.  To  extend  his  usefulness  he  studied 
ad  wntmg  and  has  a  diploma  from  George  A.  Powell's  school.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Congregational  church  and  one  of  its  financial  committee 


LLROY    L.    MOULTHROP 


J-|JEW"  men  in  this  section  have  shown 
(^1  as  marked  a  capacity  for  business 
as  has  this  young  and  enterprising 
merchant  of  Huntington,  who  has  built  up 
the  largest  general  trade  of  that  locality. 
Nor  has  his  financial  success  been  gained 
at  the  expense  of  other  interests,  as  he  has 
found  time  to  help  forward  many  important 
public  movements,  and  has  become  a  recog- 
nized power  in   local  politics. 

He  w^as  born  March  ist,  1875,  in  Hunt- 
ington, Connecticut,  and  is  at  present 
Warden  and  Burgess.  In  politics  he  is 
a  Democrat,  and  is  representing  his  town 
in  the  present  General  Assembly,  being  a 
member  of  the  Comm.ittees  on  Federal 
Relations  and   Sale  of  Lands. 

.       ,      „  He     is     a     Woodman,     and     is     special 

policeman  in  the  Echo  Hose  Company  of  his  native  town.  His  friends  and 
adherents  are  to  be  found  among  people  of  all  parties  and  creeds,  his  wide 
popularity  being  due  to  his  genuine  worth  as  a  man  and  citizen,  rather  than 
La  an  effort  on  his  part  to  be  a  leader  of  a  faction. 


OLIVLR  W.   MACK 

LIVER  W.  MACK,  a  prominent  and 

progressive      citizen      of      Portland, 

where  he  is  living  practically  retired, 

was   born    September    5,    1827,    in    Haddam, 

Connecticut,    where    he    received    his    early 

education. 

In  political  sentiment  our  subject  is 
a  Republican  and  has  held  various  public 
offices.  He  is  a  present  member  of  the 
General  Assembh',  this  b(?mg  his  second 
consecutive  term.  He  enjoys  the  distinction 
of  being  the  oldest  member  of  the  House 
and  is  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

During  Mr.  Mack's  active  business  life 
he  was  identified  with  various  quarries  and 
for  twenty  years  previous  to  his  retirement 
he  acted  in  the  capacity  of  manager  of 
different  quarries.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  also  a 
trustee  of  the  Free  Stone  Savings  Bank  of 
Portland. 

His  retirement  is  well  earned  and  deserved  as  his  has  beert  a  busy  and 
useful  life.  Such  citizens  as  Mr.  Mack  add  materially  to  the  sum  total  of  the 
State's  progress  and  prosperity. 

CHARLL5  ANDREW  APPLL 


HEN  after  years  of  long  and  earnest 
labor  in  some  honorable  field  of 
business,  a  man  is  able  to  put  aside 
all  cares  and  spend  his  remaining  years  in 
the  enjoyment  of  the  fruits  of  former  toil, 
he  has  certainly  a  well  deserved  reward  for 
his    industry. 

The  world  everywhere  recognizes  the 
justice  of  a  season  of  rest  following  an 
active  business  life.  Mr.  Appel  is  now 
living  retired  at  his  pleasant  home  in 
Middletown. 

He  was  born  May  12,  1836  in  Easton, 
Pennsylvania,  and  ,  is  a  graduate  of 
Lafayette  College,  Class  of  1855.  He  is 
a  widower  and  has  one  son,  Charles  A. 
Appel,  Jr.  He  was  for  many  years  a  very 
successful  builder  and  contractor.  Mr. 
Appel  is  a  staunch  Republican,  a  member 
of  the  Episcopal  Church  and  of  the  follow- 
ing orders :  Thirty-Second  Degree  Mason, 
Odd  Fellows,  Grange,  Knights  Templar, 
Shrine,  Loyal  Legion,  and  the  Grand  Army.  He  is  a  member  of  the  present 
General  Assembly  and  is  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  State  Prison. 


FRLDLRICK    A.    LAW 


/^  HE  progress  of  a  commurtity  depends 

^^  no  less  upon  the  public  spirit  of  its 
citizens  than  upon  their  character, 
and  the  thriving  City  of  Hartford  is  to  be 
congratulated  upon  being  able  to  call  into 
its  service  a  man  like  our  subject,  whose 
sound  conservative  judgment  is  now  devoted 
to  the  difficult  problems  connected  with  the 
construction   of   electric   vehicles. 

Mr.  Law  was  born  in  1869,  in  Deerfield, 
N.  H.,  and  has  by  hard  work  climbed  to  \ 
his  present  responsible  position  in  the  \ 
Electric  Vehicle  Company.  He  is  quiet  and 
domestic  in  his  habits,  broad  and  liberal  in 
his  business  dealings,  and  has  attained  suc- 
cess mainly  through  his  good  judgment  and 
strict  integrity.  He  has  at  all  times  been 
popular  with  his  fellow  townsmen  because 
of    his    kindly    interest    and    freely    has    he 

received,  during  his  connection  with  the  Electric  Vehicle  Co.,  the  cordial 
esteem  and  good  will  of  it,  large  force  oif  employees.  A  straightforward 
and  honorable  man,  he  has  won  the  respect  and  confidence  of  all  who  know 
him,  and  has  many  warm  personal  friends.  He  is  a  liberal  minded,  honorable 
gentleman,   and  his   well-spent   life   is   worthy   of   emulation. 


J05LPH    A.    COOGAN,    M.  D. 


NE  of  the  most   exacting  of  all   the 
higher   lines   of   occupation   to   which 
a  man  may  lend  his  energies  is  that 
of   the   physician.     A   most   scrupulous   pre- 
liminary training  is  demanded,  and  a  rricety 
of  _  judgment      little      understood      by     the 
majority.         The      profession      brings      the 
practitioner  into  almost  constant  association 
with   the   sadder   side  of  life— that  of  pain 
j      and    suffering— so    that    a    man    capable    of 
j      great    self-control    and    a    heart    responsive 
■f      and  sympathetic,  are  essential  attributes  of 
I      him  who  would  practice  the  art  of  healing, 
rhus,  when  professional  success  is  attained 
m  any  instance,  it  may  be  taken  as  certain 
that    such    measure    of    succelss    has    been 
thoroughly   merited. 

Among     the     successful     physiciarts     of 
Hartford   County   is   Dr.   Coogan,   who  has 
been    engaged    in    practice    in    and    around 
Wmdsor   Locks    a   great   many  years.     Dr 
w  ^        T      1         u        t-  •      1  ,  .  Coogan    was    born    September    14,    1840,    in 

Wmdsor  Locks  where  he  receded  his  early  education,  later  attending  Holy  Cro^. 
^f  w  i  T  ^?^^^^^^  ^^  ]'  the  present  Health  Officer  and  Medical  Examine/ 
of  Windsor  Locks.  He  is  also  physician  to  the  Hartford  County  Home  He 
was  formerlv  President  ai  the  Hartford  County  Medical  Society,  and  was  for 
some  time  Sunday  correspondent  of  the  "Springfield  Republican" 


WILLIAM    H.    WATROUS 


3' 


JN  the  respect  that  is  accorded  by  the 

world  to   men  who   have  made  their 

way  to  success  through  their  own 
efforts,  we  find  unconscious  recognition  of 
intrinsic  worth  of  character,  which  can 
endure  rough  oppositions  of  life  and  gain 
new  strength  by  the  experience.  Among 
the  self-made  men  whose  histories  lend 
interest  to  this  volume  none  stand  higher 
in  the  public's  esteem  than  does  this  well 
known  resident  of  Hartford,  who  began 
his  career  as  a  bread-winner  at  an  age  when 
most  boys  are  in  school,  and  has  gained  a 
substantial  competence. 

Mr.  Watrous  was  born  July  i8,  1841, 
in  Hartford,  Connecticut,  and  is  a  son  of 
Rufus  and  Julia  A.  (Rogers)  \Vlatrous.  At 
the  age  of  fourteen  he  began  learning  the 
electro-plating  business  in  the  factory  of 
his  uncles,  they  being  the  originators  of 
this  industrj'  in  America.  Mr.  Watrous  is 
a  Veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  and  actively 
participated  in  several  important  engagements.  He  was  for  years  the  controlling 
power  of  several  of  the  largest  manufacturing  concerns  of  the  State,  but  is  now 
devoting  his  time  to  his  varied  business  interests.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican, 
and  has  served  his  City  and  State  in  various  capacities.  He  is  a  Mason  of 
High  Degree  and  is  a  member  of  a  nurriber  of  other  societies  and  clubs,  including 
the  Hartford  Yacht  Club,  of  which  he  was  Commodore  in  1895  and  1896.. 


5AMULL    M.    BR0N50N 

'jjpJONORED  and  respected  by  all,  there 
/2i-l'  is  no  man  in  Hartford  who  occupies 
a  more  enviable  position  than  Mr. 
Bronson  in  mercantile  and  financial  circles, 
not  alone  on  account  of  the  success  he  has 
achieved  but  also  on  account  of  the  honor- 
able, straightforward  business  policy  that 
he  has  always   followed- 

Mr.  Bronson  was  bom  April  i,  1832, 
in  Waterbury,  Conn.,  where  his  family  has 
long  been  prominent.  He  was  one  of  the 
organizers  of  the  National  Machine  Co.. 
being  elected  treasurer  in  1893  ^^'^ 
secretary  in  1894,  when  he  resigned  as  sec- 
retary and  was  made  treasurer  and  general 
manager,   which   position   he   still   holds. 

Mr.  Bronson  is  a  Democrat  in  politics 
and  served  as  a  member  of  the  common 
council  in  1874-1875;  Alderman  in  1892-1893 
and  Commissioner  of  Fisheries  for  three 
years. 

He  is  prominent  fraternally,  and  of  the 
four  Masons  in  this  State  to  receive  the 
33rd  Degree  he  was  second,  having  the  honor  conferred  upon  him  in  1884; 
the  remaining  thiree  were  Charles  E.  Billings,  Silas  Chapman,  and  John  G. 
Root.  As  a  citizen  Mr.  Bronson  stands  among  the  foiremost  in  the  com- 
munity, his  deep  and  ab'ding  interesi  in  ail  worthy  public  causes^  making 
him  one  of  those  native  leaders  to  whom  the  cononunity  in  which  he  lives 
turn    almost    instinctively    for    counsel   and    advice. 


FRLDLRICK  C  HYDL, 


7|JREDERICK   C.    HYDE,    Representa- 

^Zj]     tive  from  Orange  in  the  Connecticut 

^-'  General  Assembly,  and  a  member  of 
one  of  the  most  prominent  famihes  of  the 
town,  was  born  February  25,  1864,  in 
Middletown,  Conn.,  and  received  his  educa- 
tion in  the  Union  School  of  West  Haven. 
On  April  7,  1887,  he  was  married  to  Emm:i 
I-.  Bellringer,  and  two  children  have  blessed 
this  union.  In  1887  and  1888  Mr.  Hyde 
conducted  a  very  successful  farm  in  Kansas, 
but  for  the  last  nineteen  years  he  has  been 
identified  with  the  West  Haven  Buckle 
Company. 

He  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  was 
Burgess  of  the  West  Haven  Borough  m 
IQ06.  He  is  a  Thirty-Second  Degree 
Mason,  and  a  Director  of  the  ]\Iutual 
Indemnity  and  Protection  Union.  In  all 
his  varied  relations  of  life  he  has  main- 
tained a  character  and  standing  that  has 
impressed  all  with  his  sincere  and  manly 
purpose  to  do  by  others  as  he  would  have  others  do  by  hini.  Mr.  Hyde  started 
in  life  with  no  assistance  from  his  people  and  his  success  is  due  entirely  to  his 
own  efforts.  He  is  a  pleasant  man  and  an  entertaining  conversationalist ;  he 
is  upright  in  his  walk  through  life,  honorable  in  all  his  dealin-gs  ,and  is  much 
esteemed  for  his  unaffected  kindness  and  sterling  personal  merits..  His  name 
is  one  of  the  most  respected  in  his  town  and  his  individual  merits  have  won 
for  him  the  friendship  of  the  whole  conimunity. 


LAWRLNCL  5.  FORBL5 


XAWRENCE  S.  FORBES,  a  success- 

/-^  ful   manufacturer   of   East   Hartford, 

possesses     many     of     the     admirable 

characteristics     of     his     ancestry,     and     his 

great   energy     and   perseverance   has   enabled 

him  to  moimt  to  a  position  of  affluence. 

Mr.  Forbes  was  bom      January  28,   1847, 
in     East       Hartford,     and     is     a     respected 
citizen      of     that      town.        He         has      been 
Treasurer   of      the    East   Hartford    Manufac- 
turing   Company    since     1881        and    is    also 
Treasurer  of      the   Raymond  Library  and   of 
the    Methodist    Episcopal       Church    of    Burn- 
side.      In      politics    he    is    a    republican    and 
represented    East    Hartford      in    1891,    being 
Chairman   of    the   Committee  on   Finance. 
He  manufactures  a  superior  grade  of  writ- 
ing paper  which  is  very  popular  and  has  made 
^Ir.  Forbes  one  of  the  best  known  paper  mak- 
ers, along  this  line,  in  the  United  States.    He 
keeps   a   large    force   of    employees   constantly 
at  work  and  is  looked   upon  as  a  model  em- 
ployer. 
Mr.  Forbes  is  one  of  the  self-made  men  of  the  community  and  the  success 
that   has   come   to   him   is   certainly   well    deserved.        He    is    broad-minded    and 
liberal   in   his   views,   a   man   of   few   words   but    thoroughly   businesslike    in    all 
his  methods 


ANDRLW  5.  BIDWLLL. 


9V   MOXG  the  agriculturists  of  Hartford 
(^^^  County,    who'    have    attained    success 


through  their  own  unaided  efforts, 
is  the  gentleman  whose  name  introduces 
this  sketch.  He  is  one  of  the  most 
progressive  and  energetic  farmers  in  his 
section   of   the    county. 

Mr.  Bidwell  was  born  October  6,  185.1. 
in  Bloomfield,  Connecticut,  and  is  a  de- 
scendant from  a  very  old  family.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  present  Legislature,  and 
is  serving  on  the  Committee  on  Xew 
Counties  and  County  Seats.  Fraternally 
he  belongs  to  the  Kn"ghts  of  Pythias,  the 
Odd  t'ellows  and  the  Masons,  having 
attained  the  exalted  thirty-second  degree 
of  the  latter  order.  His  sterling  integrity 
and  honorable  upright  manhood  entitles 
him  to'  the  position  he  holds  in  the  estima- 
tion of  his  fellow-citizens. 

It  is  but  just  and  merited  praise  to  say  of  him  that,  as  a  business  man 
and  a  citizen,  he  is  honorable,  prompt,  and  true  to  every  engagement;  and  as 
a  man  he  holds  the  honor  and  esteem  of  all  classes  of  people. 


FAYETTE.  C.  CtJ\RK. 


€ 


HE  expression  "the  dignity  of  labor" 
is  exemplified  in  the  life  record  of 
this  gentleman,  whose  success  in  life 
may  be  attributed  to  earnest  work  and  good 
management.  He  is  a  man  of  strong  force 
of  character,  purposeful  and  energetic,  and 
his  keen  discrimination  and  sound  judgment 
are  shown  in  h's  capable  management  of 
business   affairs. 

Mr.  Clark  was  born  September  20.  184c;, 
in  the  town  of  Windsor  and  was  educated 
in  the  Windsor  Academy.  He  is  now  a 
resident  of  Bridgeport,  being  a  very  suc- 
cessful  manufacturer   of   leather   belting. 

He  is  a  Republican  in  politics  and  has 
been  Alderman  of  the  City  of  Bridgeport. 
He  is  now  Representative  from  Bridgeport, 
and  is  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
]\Ianufacturcs.  He  is  Vice-President  of  the  Grant  Manufacturing  &  Machine 
Co.,  belongs  to  all  the  Masonic  bodies  and  is  at  present  High  Priest  in  Pyramid 
Temple.  He  belongs  to  no  church,  but  is  always  ready  to  contribute  to  the 
advancement    tending   toward    the    uplifting    of    human'ty. 


#°! 


JOHN    Q.    TIL50N 

ORE  than  ordinary  interest  attaches 
itself  to  the  history  of  this  well 
known  citizen,  whose  record  as  a 
successful  business  man,  an  able  and  public 
spirited    Congressman    at    Large    commands  / 

the  admiration  and  esteem  of  all.  No  one,  / 
meeting  him  to-day,  and  noting  his  wide 
range  of  culture  and  the  many  instances 
of  his  personal  worth  and  dignity,  would 
imagine  that  he  began  life  without  capital 
or   influential   friends.     ' 

Congressman  Tilson  was  bom  April  5, 
1866,  at  Clearbranch,  Tenn.,  and  spent  his 
early  life  on  the  farm.  He  graduated  from 
Yale  in  the  class  of  1891,  and  from  the 
Yale  Law  School  in  the  class  of  1893.  He 
began  the  practice  of  law  in  the  offices  of 
White  &  Daggett,  of  New  Haven,  and  later 
became  a  member  of  the  firm  of  White, 
Daggett  &  Tilson.  He  was  Representative 
in  the  General  Assembly  for  tvi^o  consecutive 
terms,  and  a   Speaker  of  the   House  in  the 

last  session.  He  was  elected  to  the  6ist  Congress  by  a  vote  of  iii,=;57  to  70,029 
for  Christopher  L.  .\very,  Democrat,  2,313  for  Elisha  Z..  EUis,  Prohibitionist, 
5,067  for  Jasper  McLevy,  Socialist,  615  for  Edward  Prior,  Socialist  Labor, 
645  for  John  H.  Kelly,  Independence  Party  and  22  Scattering. 


LBLNLZLR    J.    HILL 

^TONGRESSMAN    HILL,    who    is    a 
manufacturer,  banker,  and  politician, 
has  won  a  reputation  of  high  degree 
and    has    evinced    the    character    of    many 
sterling      qualities,      and      possesses      those 
elements    of   enterprise   and   industry   which 
constitute  the  groundwork  of  American  life. 
He  was   born  August  4,    1845,   in  Red- 
ding,   Conn.,    but    most    of      his      boyhood 
was   spent   in   Norwalk. 

He  is  Vice-President  of  the  Norwalk 
Woolen  Mills,  Vice-Prelsident  of  the 
National  Bank  of  Norwalk,  and  was  for 
several  years  President  of  the  Norwalk 
Gas  Company,  and  President  of  the  Nor- 
walk Street  Railway  Company.  In  poli- 
tics he  has  ever  lived  a  useful  life,  having 
been  Chairman  of  the  Norwalk  Board  of 
School  Visitors,  State  Senator,  and  also 
a  delegate  to  the  Republican  National  Convention  in  1884.  He  has  served 
continuously  as  a  Representative  in  the  Fifty-fourth  Cotigress  since  1894.  The 
story  of  his  career  should  encourage  younger  men  to  have  patience  and 
perseverance.  Although  Congressman  Hill  is  modest  and  unassuming,  he  is 
none   the   less   hospitable,   and    socially  makes   many   friends. 


FRANK    B.   BRANDLGLL 


(JTHE  family  name  of  Brandegee  ranks 
among  the  oldest  and  most  distin- 
guished in  New  England.  From 
Colonial  days  to  the  present  time  this 
family  has  furnished  to  the  Commonwealth, 
Church  and  State,  men  ranowned  for  their 
patriotism,  learning,  piety  and  statesman- 
ship, soldiers  who  have  written  the  record 
of  their  achievements  across  the  page  of 
history  in  enduring  characters,  and  public 
servants  eminent  alike  in  State  and 
National    affairs. 

Frank  B.  Brandegee,  United  States 
Senator,  and  lawyer,  is  a  worthy  representa- 
tive of  this  honorable  family.  He  was  born 
April  8,  1864,  in  New  London,  Conn., 
which  town  is  his  present  home.  He  has 
represented  New  London  in  the  General 
Assembly,  and  was  for  a  number  of  years 
Corporation  Counsel  of  that  city.  He  was  Representative  to  the  Fifty-seventh 
and  Fifty-eighth  Congress,  and  in  1905  was  elected  to  fill  the  senatorial  vacancy 
caused  by  the  death  of  Orville  H.  Piatt,  which  term  of  office  expired  March 
4,  1909.  The  present  General  Assembly  has  re-elected  Senator  Brandegee  for 
a  term  of  six  years.  He  is  essentially  an  American  gentleman  in  all  that  the 
term  implies. 

^^ 

HLNRY    ROBLRT5 

■^-'  --'-  -^I^ENRY  ROBERTS,  former  Governor 

^3l4  of  Connecticut,  was  born  January  22, 
"^        1853,    in    Brooklyn,    New   York,    and 
received  his  education  at  the  public  schools 
of   Hartford,    later   attending   Yale    College, 
from  which  he  graduated  in  1877. 

In  1879  he  entered  the  service  of  the 
Hartford  Woven  Wire  Company,  of  which 
his  father  was  President.  He  gradually 
assumed  the  responsibilities  of  this  large 
concern  and  was  eventually  made  President 
which  office  he  held  until  the  firm  was 
dissolved 

He  is  a  director  of  the  Phoenix  National 
Bank,  the  Hartford  Trust  Company,  the 
State  Savings  Bank  of  Hartford,  the  Hart- 
ford Electric  Light  Company  and  numerous 
other    leading    enterprises. 

Governor  Roberts'  career  in  politics 
was  exceptional,  being  elected  Alderman  in 
i8q7  and  seven  years  later,  elected  Governor 
of  Connecticut.  He  is  now  President  of  the 
Hartford  Board  of  Water  Commissioners.  He  attends  the  Congregational 
Church  and  is  a  member  of  many  clubs,  among  which  are  the  Hartford  Cub, 
the  Country  Club,  Hartford  Golf  Club,  Republican  Club  and  the  University 
Club  of  New  York.  His  sucoc«ss  in  life  is  due  to  his  own  energy  and  high 
ideal  which  his  lofty  and  laudable  ambition  has  placed  before  him.  Earnest 
cncieavor  and  persevering  effort  are  characteristics  that  he  possesses  in  an 
cinanent   degi ee. 


EDWARD  A.  FULLLR 


/A  XE    of   the    busiest,     most    energetic, 
;ind      most      enterprising      meii      of 
Suffield  is  Edward  A.   Fuller,  a  well 
known  dealer  in  leaf  tobacco,  being  a  mem- 
ber  of   the   firm   of   E.    A.    &   W.   F.    Fuller 
of    Hartford. 

Mr.  Fuller  was  born  August  22,  1842, 
in  Suffield,  Conn.,  receiving  his  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  that  town.  He  has 
represented  his  native  town  in  the  General 
Assembly  for  two  consecutive  terms  in  a 
very  able  manner.  He  takes  a  prominent 
part  in  church  affairs,  and  is  a  member  of 
the  Second  Baptist  Church,  is  a  director 
of  the  National  Exchange  Bank  of  Hart- 
ford,   and    is    very    prominent    fraternally. 

He  has  gained  a  most  brilliant  success 
-a  just  reward  of  meritorious,  honorable 
effort,  which  commands  the  respect  and  admiration  of  all  with  w'hom  he  is 
acquainted.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Appropriations  and  Chairman 
of  the   Committee  on  Joint   Rules   in  the  present   House  of  Representatives. 


WILLIAM  G.  GRISWOLD 


r 


'HE    highest    type    of    American    citi- 
zenship    is     produced     on     a     farm, 
where    conditions    are    such    that   the 
full  and  best  energies  of  a  man  are  brought 
into   requisition  in  the  o,rd',nary  pursuits   of 
life. 

William  G.  Griswold,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  was  born  on  a  farm,  reared 
on  a  farm,  and  early  in  his  boyhood  days- 
he  became  identified  with  the  development 
of  the  farm.  He  has  ever  possessed  that 
crowning  quality  of  success,  unfailing 
industry,  and  ranks  among  the  best  citizens 
of   Wethersfield. 

He  was  born  iMay  4,  1854,  ™  Wethers- 
field, Connecticut.,  and  is  to-day  one  of  the 
best  known  and  most  successful  market 
gardeners  of  that  section.  He  is  a  Republi- 
can in  politics  and  is  a  member  of  the 
present  Legislature,  serving  on  the 
Committee  on  Finance :  he  is  also'  a  member 
of  the  First  Congregational  Church  of 
■Mr.  Griswold  has  many  friends  and  in  his  personality  typifies 
the  high  character  of  the  Connecticut  farmer  and  business  man,  and  thougl. 
quiet  in  manner  he  is  firm  in  principle  and  conviction,  and  his  name  throughout 
the  comnnmitv  is  held  in  the  highest  esteem. 


Wethersfield. 


CHARLL5  J.  HLINLMAN. 


/jTHRTFT,    industry    and    sound    judg- 

^^  ment  have  been  so  constantly  shown 
among  the  citizens  of  Meriden,  that 
we  naturally  look  upon  these  qualities  as 
characteristics  of  that  city.  Among  the 
individuals  in  whom  they  exist  in  a  marked 
degree  is  this  well  known  citizen  of 
Meriden,  who  holds  a  position  in  a  large 
manufacturing  establishment  and  also  in 
Alunicipal  a^Tairs,  being  present  State 
Senator    from    the    13th    Distnct. 

Senator  Heineman  was  born  August  24, 
1868,  in  Meriden,  Conn.,  where  he  was 
educated  in  the  public  and  private  schools. 
He  is  a  Republican  in  politics  and  has  taken 
active  interest  in  all  affairs  pertaining  to 
the  welfare  of  the  city.  He  is  a  present 
member  of  the  Senate  Committee  on  Labor 

and  Chairman  of  the  State  Prison  Committee.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Masons, 
Foresters,  De.shou  Club,  Meriden  Fire  Department,  German  Alliance,  Meriden 
Turner  Society  and  Colonial  Club.  He  is  a  man  of  keen  intelligence  and  excellent 
judgment,   to   wh'ch   is   joined   an   integrity   unassailable    and    incorruptible. 


WILLIAM   I.  ALLYN. 


IF    . 


.ILLIAM  I.  ALLYN.  Senator  from 
the  Nineteenth  District,  has  had  the 
honor  of  representing  his  town  in 
the  legislature  for  three  consecutive  ses- 
sions, twice  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, and  at  present  in  the  State  Senate, 
beins^'  a  member  of  two  Committees,  Ap- 
propriations   and    Legislative    Expenses. 

Senator  Allyn  was  born  January  20,  1875, 
in  Ledyard.  Conn.,  receiving  his  education 
in  the  common  schools  of  the  town  and  the 
Norwich  Business  College.  He  has  served 
his  town  as  Town  Clerk  and  Treasurer, 
and  can  claim  the  distinction  of  having 
been  endorsed  and  nominated  by  both 
political   parties    since    1902. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Ledyard  Congre- 
gational Church,  and  a  member  of  the 
Society  Committee.  He  was  also  president 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Bill 
Library  Association,  and  overseer  of  the 
Ledyard  Grange,  No.  167.  His  aim  m  life 
has  always  been  to  attain  the  best,  and  his  success  is  the  result  of  honest,  per- 
sistant effort  in  the  line  of  honorable  and  manly  dealing. 

He  is  liberal  at  heart,  yet  is  public  spirited,  and  aids  in  forwarding  every 
measure  calculated  to'  advance  the  public  good,  and  in  consequence  enjoys  the 
esteem  of  the  entire  communitv. 


EDWIN  W.  HIGGIN5 

^L  LONG  line  of  intelligent  New  England  ancestry  could  not  fail  to  prove 
CT  a  priceless   heritage,   but   it   also   entails   a   heavy   responsibility,   inasmuch 

as  the  present  generation  must  in  the  natural  order  of  things  ever  maintain  a 
very  high  standard,  that  future  generations  may  find  the  family  escutcheon  of 
undimmed  lustre. 

For  generations  the  name  of  Higgins  has  been  familiar  in  the  history  of 
Connecticut,  and  £dwui  W.  Higgins  vdio  is  Congressman  from  Norwich  is 
a  fitting  exponent  of  this  highly  esteemed  and  widely  known  family 
Congressman  Higgins  was  born  July  2,  1874.  in  Clinton.  Middlesex  Countv, 
Connecticut,  but  nost  of  his  youth  was  spent  in  Norwich,  Conn.  His  education 
was  received  at  the  Norwich  Free  Academy,  and  at  the  Law  Department  of 
\ale  University,  where  he  gn  duated  in  1897  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Laws.  He  is  a  very  successful  attorney  of  Norwich,  and  served  that  town  as 
Representative  in  1890,  being  a  member  of  the  Judiciarv  Committee.  He  was 
Health  Ofticer  for  New  London  County  for  five  years,  and  was  also  Corporation 
Counsel  for  the  City  of  Norwich.  In  1904  he  was  a  delegate  to  the  Republican 
Rational  Convention  at  Chicago,  representing  Connecticut  on  the  Committee  on 
Resolutions  He  is  a  member  of  the  Chelsea  Boat  Club,  and  Arcanum  Club  of 
Norwich  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution  of  Connecticut,  and  the  Citizens 
Corps  of  the  G.  A.  R. 

u-  Congressman  Higgins  has  always  given  an  earnest  support  to  any  enterprise 
which  he  believes  calculated  to  advance  the  moral,  intellectual  or  material  welfare 
ot  his  btate  and  Country.  His  public  and  private  life  alike  are  above  reproach, 
and  wherever  known  hte  is  held  in   high  regard 


THOMA5    BRAD5TRLE,T 


^r  HOMAS    D.    BRADSTREET,    State 

^  Comptroller  and  Manuf acturei ,  was 
born  August  i,  1841,  and  received 
his  early  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  his  native  town.  Early  in  life  Comp- 
troller Bradstreet  entered  the  employ  of 
the  Seth  Thomas  Clock  Company  and 
gradually  worked  his  way  up  to  be  Vice- 
President  and  General  Manager,  a  position 
he   has    filled   since    1896. 

He  was  a  member  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  in  1886,  and  the  Senate 
of  1903-IQOS.  He  is  a  Veteran  of  the  Civil 
War  and  was  Chief  of  the  Thomaston 
Fire  Department  for  fifteen  years.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church 
and  of  numerous  Clubs  and  Societies. 

As  a  citizen  he  ever  stands  ready  to  discharge  every  duty  devolving  upon 
him,  and  has  done  much  to  advance  the  interests  of  his  town  and   state. 

His  charit}',  while  unostentatious,  is  generous,  and  his  purse-strings  are 
never  tightly  drawn  against  the  proper  appeal  of  any   worthy  cause. 


FRLLMAN    F.    PATTLN 

/TTHIS  enterprising  and  public  spirited 
^^  citizen  was  born  November  3,  1856, 
in  Stafford,  Conn.,  where  his  early 
education  was  received,  being  sup- 
plemented by  an  attendance  at  Wilbraham 
Academy.  When  about  twenty  years  of 
Hge,  Mr.  Patten  took  up  a  business  life 
starting  as  a  clerk  in  the  office  of  the 
Woolen  Mill  of  which  he  eventually  became 
the    owner. 

He    has    held    many    public  offices    and 
is     serving     his     second     term     as      State 
Treasurer.     His   Real   Estate  holdings  have 
been  large  and  important  and  as  a  business 
man,    his    methods    have    always    been    fair 
and    honorable,    and   his   bonesty   has    stood 
the  test  of  years.    His  name  is  one  of  the 
most     respected     in     his     town,     and     his 
individual    merits    have    won    for    him    the 
unfeigned    friendship    of    the    whole    icom- 
munity. 
In  manner  he  is  quiet  and  a  man  of  few  words,   but  thoroughly  business- 
like in  all  his  methods.       His  fam'ly  has  high  social  standing,  and  fitly  represents 
and  perpetuates  the  prominence  and  high  character  which  have  been  its  portion 
in  previous  generations 


LDWARD  5.  ROBERTS 

/gDWARD  S.  ROBERTS,  the  subject 
^^  of  this  sketch,  was  elected  bj^  the 
Legislature  of  January,  1907,  to  fill 
the  unexpired  term  of  James  P.  Bree, 
deceased,  to  the  office  of  State  Auditor,  or 
Auditor  of  Public  Accounts,  which  expires 
in  July,  1909,  and  tlie  present  Legislature 
has' re-elected  him  for  the  same  office  for 
four  years   begiaining  July    i,    1909. 

Mr.  Roberts  served  his  country  in  the 
War  of  the  Rebellion  in  the  Nineteenth 
Connecticut  Volunteers;  afterward  the 
Second  Connecticut  Volunteer  Heavy 
Artillery,  as  private,  corpora],  sergeant  and 
first  sergeant.  After  returning  from  the 
Army  he  sersed  his  town  in  almost  every 
office. 

In  1875  he  represented  his  town  in  the 
Legislature.  In  1876  he  was  an  officer  in 
the  Semte  and  was  again-  Representative 
m  1899.  He  has  been  the  candidate  of 
the    Democratic   party   for    State    Treasurer, 

it    being   an    instance   where   the   nomination   sought   the    man   and    not    the    man 
the   nomination. 

His  temperament  is  genial  and  his  impulses  kindl\-.  easily  winning  friends, 
and  retaining  them  by  virtue  of  the  affection  and  respect  which  his  character 
inspires. 


CHARLL5   L.  CURTI55. 


fjT  HARLES   E.    CURTISS,   the  present 
^^  representative 


representative  from  Simsbury  to  the 
State  Legislature,  is  one  of  the  most 
enterprising  citizens  of  his  town.  He  was 
bom  March  iS,  1850,  in  the  Bushy  Hill  Dis- 
trict of  Simsbury,  and  received  his  education 
in  his  native  town.  He  is  a  very  successful 
manufacturer,  being  a  member  of  the  Ensign- 
Bickford   &:   Company. 

His  success  in  life  cannot  be  attributed 
to  penuriousness,  as  he  believes  in  enjoj'ing 
the  good  things  of  life,  and  in  his  dealings 
with  the  public  he  has  been  inclined  to  err 
on  the  side  of  generosity. 

Mr.  Curtiss  is  an  enthusiastic  horseman, 
and  is  an  excellent  judge  of  that  nob'e 
animal.  He  gives  substantial  aid  to  all 
measures  for  local  improvement,  and  for 
many  years  he  has  been  influential  in  all 
affairs  pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  the 
town. 
He  is  serving  his  town  in  a  verv  able  manner  in  the  Legislature,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Commttees  on  Roads.  Bridges  and  Rivers.  Possessmg  ample 
means  and  a  most  comfortable  home  he  maintains  the  simplicity  of  his  earlier 
}ears.  Pie  is  courteous  in  bearing,  with  a  generous  heart,  and  enjoys  a  wide 
acquaintanceship   in    Hartford   and   adjoining  communities. 


GEORGL  W.  DARLIN 


/jXEORGR  W.  Darlin  ranks  among  the 


wealthiest  and  most  honored  citizens 

of  East  Hartford,  Hartford  Coimty, 
and  although  he  has  partially  retired  he 
still  takes  an  active  part  in  the  business 
Hfe  of  this  section,  attending  personally  to 
the  management  of  his   larger  interests. 

Mr.  Darlin  was  born  February  13,  1825, 
in  Rupert,  Vermont,  his  early  education 
being  received  in  his  native  town  and  in 
Southwick,  Massachusetts.  He  came  to 
East  Hartford  in  1841  and  five  years  later 
opened  a  country  store  which  business  he 
conducted  for  forty-five  years.  He  is  to- 
day the  largest  individual  real  estate  holder 
in  the  town.  He  has  served  his  town  as 
Representative,  was  Postmaster  for  sixteen 
years,  and  has  been  Treasurer  of  the  School 
and  Fire  Districts.  He  is  a  Presbyterian 
in  religion,  a  Democrat  in  politics,  and 
enjoys  the  distinctioTt  of  being  the  oldest 
Mason   in   Orient   Lodge. 

No  citizen  in  this  region  is  held  in  higher  esteem  or  commands  a  greater 
respect  from  the  community  in  general,  and  his  high  character  and  conservative 
moral  life  gives  him  a  strong  influence  among  his  townsmen,  which  is  always 
exerted  for  the  public  good.  Our  subject's  success  is  indeed  remarkable,  for 
he  has  risen  from  the  bottom  of  the  ladder  to  an  enviable  position  at  the  top, 
and  his  life  is  an  example  of  perseverance  and  determination  which  never 
jields    to    misfortune. 

JAML5  T.  COOGAN 

1\  MONG  the  reliable,  substantial 
/•^  and  prosperous  manufacturers  of 
Windsor  Locks,  there  is  probably 
no  one  who  stands  higher  in  the  public's 
estimation,  than  the  gentleman  whose  name 
•ntroduces  this  sketch.  He  was  born 
February  14,  1843,  at  Lee,  Massachusetts, 
and  is  a  descendant  of  a  very  enterprising 
and   noteworthy   family. 

He  served  his  town  as  Representative 
in  the  General  Assembly  of  1880,  being  a 
member  of  the  Committee  on  Insurance. 
He  was  also  postmaster  for  several  years, 
having  been  appointed  by  President 
Cleveland. 

Mr.  Coogan  is  a  good  example  of  tht* 
self-made  man,  starting  in  life  a  poor  boy 
he  has  by  hard  work  and  energy  become 
a  very  successful  mamifacturer.  He  is 
President  and  Manager  of  the  Anchor  Mills 
Paper  Company  and  a  director  of  the 
Windsor  Locks  Trust  Company,  and  has 
also  been  a  director  of  the  Windsor  Locks  Savings  Bank  and  the  Windsor 
Locks  &  Warehouse  Point  Bridge  Company.  Doubtless  it  never  entered  hi^ 
dreams  when  he  was  a  small  boy,  or  when  he  was  seeking  a  foothold  in  tthe 
world,  that  some  day  he  would  be  at  the  head  of  a  successful  and  rapidly 
growing  business.  In  private  life  Mr.  Coogan  is  generous,  kind  and  social, 
faithful  to  every  duty  and  charitable  to  the  faults  and  frailties  of  others. 


RLV.   J.    FREDERICK    5LXTON 


7|r  HE  REV.  J.  FREDERICK  .SEXTON 

VL  was  born  at  Hazardville,  April  4th, 
1859,  the  son  of  the  late  John  Sexton 
and  Cecilia  Forster  Sexton.  He  was  grad- 
uated at  the  Cheshire  School  under  the 
famous  regime  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Horton..  He 
received  his  Bachtelor  and  Master  degrees 
from  Trinity  College..  Hartford,  and  studied 
theology  under  Bishop  Williams  at  the 
Berkeley  Divinity  School.  Middletown.  He 
was  ordered  deacon  by  Bishop  Wdlliams,  in 
June,  1886,  and  immediately  took  charge  of 
St.  Peter's  church.  Cheshire,  as  rector  elect. 
The  following  year  he  was  ordained  priest 
and  became  rector  of  the  parish,  wheTe  he 
remained  ten  years.  In  June,  1896,  he  was 
called  to  St.  James'  church,  Whalley 
Avenue,  New  Haven,  Conn.,  of  which  parish 
he  is  still  rector.  He  was  married  in  Sep- 
tember, 1886,  to  Mary  Louise  Lester.  This 
union  has  been  blessed  by  five  children,  two 
boys  and  three  girls. 

Mr.  Sexton  is  a  Knights  Templar,  a  thirty-second  degree  Mason,  and  has 
been  for  many  years  Chaplain  of  Pulaski  Chapter.  R.  A.  M.,  also  of  Crawfoa-d 
Council,  No.  19,  R.  and  S.  M.,  a  member  of  the  Young  Men's  Republican  Club 
of  New  Haven,  Trustee  of  the  Cheshire  School,  and  for  twenty  years  has 
been  an  officer  in  the  Cheshire  School  Alumni  Association. 


RLV.    FRANKLIN    COUNTRYMAN 


^ 


EV.  FRANKLIN  COUNTRYMAN, 
Chaplain  lof  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, was  born  September  23, 
1840,  in  New  Haven,  Conn.  He  was 
educated  at  Yale  University,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  in  1870  and  also'  studied 
theology  at  the  Yale  Divinity  School.  He 
has  been  twice  married  and  has  one  child. 
May  E.,  who'  was  born  Nov.  g,  1882.  Miss 
Countryman  is  the  author  of  a  juvenile  and 
several  amateur  plays. 

Mr.  Countryman  has  held  Congrega- 
tional Pastorates  in  Connecticut  at  Pros- 
pect, 1874-1878,  Georgetown,  1880-1882  and 
North  Branford,  1882-1906.  In  1906  hh 
was  called  to  take  charge  of  the  new  church 
at  Stony  Creek,  where  he  now  resides. 

Fraternally,  he  is  a  Mason,  being  Past 
Associate  Grand  Chaplain.  He  is  also  Past 
Master  Corinthian  Lodge,  No.  103  of  North- 
ford.  Conn.,  and  Past  Chaplain  of  Pulaski 
Chapter,  No.  25,  R.  A.  M.  Mr.  Country- 
man has  also  been  acting  Chaplain  in  the  Second  Compriny  Governor's  Horse 
Guards  before  it  became  Troop  A  of  the  Connecticut  N.ational  Guards.  He  has 
had  two  sermons  published  and  is  the  author  of  articles  in  various  publications. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Connecticut  Society  Sons  of  American  Revolution,  and 
Honorary  Member  of  Mason  Rogers  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  Branford,  Conn.,  and  a 
member  of  the  American  Institute  of  Civics,  and  is  a  Director  of  the  Mission- 
ary Society,  of  Connecticut. 


FRANK    L    5TILL5 


/V1,NERCtY    and    enterprise,    directed    by 

vl  sound  judgment,  make  a  combination 
which  will  command  success  in  arry 
line  of  effort,  and  the  career  of  the  subject 
of  this  biography,  a  prominent  resident  of 
North  Haven,  would  indicate  that  he 
possesses  these  admirable  qualities  in  full 
measure.  His  success  reflects  more  credit 
upon  him  because  of  the  fact  that  he  has 
gained  it  through  his  owrt  merits,  having 
begun  "at  the  foot  of  the  ladder,"  and  the 
story  of  his  life  will,  for  the  same  reason, 
afford  encouragement  to  many  an  aspiring 
youth. 

Mr.  Stiles  was  born  July  12,  1854,  in 
North  Haven,  Conn.  He  is  Republican  in 
politics  and  was  a  member  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  1903,  and  is  at 
present  State  Senator  from  the  Twelfth 
District,  being  a  member  of  the  Committee 
on  Incorporations,  and  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  orr  Agriculture  and  Forfeited 
Rights.  He  is  at  present  engaged  in  the  brick  manufacturing  industry,  being 
President  and  Treasurer  of  the  I.  L.  Stiles  &  Sons  Brick  Co.  of  North  Haven, 
and  is  at  the  head  of  several  other  brick  mamtfacturing  enterprises. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Episcopal   Church,  and  is   a  Thirty-second   Degree 
Mason. 


WILLIAM    H.    HALL 


3N  studying  the  lives  and  character 
of  prominent  and  prosperous  men 
we  are  naturally  led  to  inquire  into 
the  secret  of  their  success  and  the  motives 
that  have  prompted  their  action.  Success 
is  actuated  by  genius  as  held  by  many,  but 
is  it  not  rather  a  matter  of  experience  and 
sound  judgment?  For  when  we  trace  the 
career  of  those  who  stand  highest  in  public 
esteem  we  find  in  nearly  every  case  that 
they  are  those  who  have  risen  gradually, 
fighting  their  own  way  in  the  face  of  all 
opposition.  Self-reliartcc,  conscientiousness, 
energy,  honesty — these  are  the  traits  of 
character  that  insure  the  highest  emol- 
uments of  success.  To  these  may  we 
attribute  the  success  that  has  cro^vned  the 
efforts  of  William  H.  Hall,  a  well  known 
Thread  manufacturer  of  Willingtorr,  Con- 
necticut. 

Mr.  Hall  was  bom  May  31st,  1867,  in 
South  Willington,  Conn.,  and  is  a  graduate 
of  Wesleyan  University,  Class  of  1892.  He  was  married  to  Alice  May  liolman 
June  14,  1894,  and  five  children  have  blessed  this  union.  Mr.  Hall  Jias  had 
considerable  legislative  experience,  having  been  a  member  of  the  House  of 
1893-95-97-05,  and  the  Senate  of  1899.  He  is  a  member  of  the  present  House 
of  Representatives  and  is  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Assignment  of  Seats 
and  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Fish  and   Game. 


WHY   LABOR    5HOULD    BE    CON5LRVAT1VL. 

By  CHARLES  EDWIN  5EARLS 

3|N   response  to  a  request  that  I  state  my  reasons  for  believing  that  the 
highest  interest  of  labor  requires  that  its  policy  should  be  a  conservative 
rather  than  a  radical  one,  and,  considering  this  request  in  the  form  of  a  question 
to  be  answered,  as  in  fact  it  was  submitted  to  me^  "Why  Should  Labor  be  Conserv- 
ative." I  suggest  by  way  of  reply  the  following  considerations : 

That  those  who  are  representative  of  organized  labor,  and  shape  its  action, 
should  be  constructive  yet  conservative,  creative  but  not  radical,  in  the  adaption 
of  means  to  the  desired  end  seems  to  me  a  self-evident  proposition. 

An  extreme  opinion,  even  if  theoretically  sound,  entertained,  regarding  any 
problem,  political,  social,  or  moral,  accompanied  by  a  correspondingly  radical 
course  of  action,  intended  to  force  an  immediate  solution  of  that  problem  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  wishes  of  its  agitators,  necessarily  antagonizes  a  large  class  of 
thoughtful  people,  who,  although  predisposed  to  recognize  the  theoretical  sound- 
ness of  the  proposition,  are  insistent  in  repudiating  any  aggressive  or  revolu- 
tionary course  of  procedure.  Another  class  take  note  only  of  the  methods,  and, 
being  prejudiced  against  these,  are  unable  to  consider  fairly  and  impartially  the 
vital  issue  of  which  these  methods  are  the  exponent.  Actuated  by  a  feeling  of 
mdignation,  caused  by  a  line  of  conduct  which  they  regard  as  unjustifiable,  these 
people  fail  to  recognize  the  real  question,  and  thus  overlook  the  merit  of  the  con- 
troversy. They  see  the  husk,  but  do  not  discover  the  fruit  within ;  they  note  the 
shell,  but  miss  the  pearl  concealed  within  it. 

Applying  the  foregoing  suggestions  to  the  labor  question,  a  radical  course 
of  action  upon  the  part  of  those  seeking  the  redress  of  certain  evils  from  which 
the  laboring  class  is  supposed  to  be  a  sufferer  tends  to  obscure  the  real  issue,  and 
to  divert  attention  from  the  remedy  to  the  unwise  methods  resorted  to  in  the  appli- 
cation of  such  a  remedy,  thus  in  place  of  the  real  question,  which  undeniably  de- 
mands solution,  a  subordinate  one  is  forced  upon  the  attention  of  the  public,  and 
is  substituted  in  place  of  the  fundamental  one;  in  other  words,  a  righteous  claim 
of  organized  labor  may  be  forced  to  the  front  by  means  so  objectionable  as  to 
alienate  many  who  otherwise  would  be  ready  to  recognize  its  justice.  Thus  labor 
defeats  itself  and  plays  into  the  hands  of  its  enemy. 

Let  us  go  a  step  further.  As  no  law  can  be  successfully  enforced  in  the  ab- 
sence of  a  favorable  concensus  of  public  opinion,  so  no  reform  can  be  carried  to 
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WILLIAM    B.    CLARK. 

'OST  intimately  associated  with  the 
growth  and  character  of  any  com- 
munity    are     its     business     irrterests. 

They    mould    the    Hfe    of    its    people,    give 

attraction    to    their    efforts,    and    crystallize 

the   present    and    future   possibilities    of   the 

locality    into    concrete    form.      The    leading 

business    men    of    a    town    are    its    greatest 

benefactors,    silently   controlling    forces    that 

bring     progress     and     prosperity,     and     the 

measure  of  credit  that   is  due  them   is   not 

always   fully  appreciated.     To   write   of  the 

lives   of  these  leaders  is  a  pleasure,   for  to 

read  of  their   achievements   is   ever   helpful 

and  cheering.     In  the  city  of  Hartford   the 

Clark  family  has  been  eminently  known'  far 

into  the  misty  past,  and"  has  been  prominent 

in  all   worthy   enterprises   and   measures. 
William     B.     Clark,     President     of     the 

Aetna  (Fire)  Insurance  Company,  was  born 

June  29,  1841,  in  Hartford,  Connecticut,  and 

at   an   early    age    commenced    his    insurance  *^ 

career  in  the  office  of  the  PhcEuix  Insurance 

Co.,  of  which  Company  he  was  made  Secretary  in  his  twenty-third  year.     A  little 

later  he  left  this  Company  to  become  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Aetna  Insurance 

Company,  and  in  1892  he  was  unanimouslv  elected  President.     This  is  truly  an 

honorable  position,  to  be  at  the  head  of  the  largest  Insurance  Company  of  the 

world,  and  Mr.  Clark's  success  can  be  attributed  to  thrift  and  good  judgement. 

He  is  a  worthy  representative  of  that  class  of  citizens  who  lead  quiet,  industrious, 

honest  and  useful  lives  and  constitute   the  best   portion   of  the   commumty. 


WILLIAM    F.    HLNNLY. 


^S?UCCESS  is  determined  by  one's 
!2)  ability  to  recognize  opportunity,  and 
^  pursue  this  with  a  resolute  and  un- 
flagging energy.  It  results  from  cont'nucd 
labor  and  the  man  who'  thus  accomplishes 
his  purpose  usually  becomes  an  important 
factor  in  the  business  and  political  circles 
of  the  community  with  which  he  is  con- 
nected. 

William  F.  Henney,  througli  such 
means,  has  attained  a  leading  place  among 
the  representative  men  of  Hartford,  and  his 
honorable  Hfe  commands  the  respect  of  all 
who'  know  him. 

He  was  born  March  2,  1852,  in  Enfield, 
Conn.,  and  received  his  early  education  in 
the  public  and  high  schools  of  Hartford. 
In  1874  he  graduated  from  Princeton  Uni- 
versity and  entered  the  Law  Office  of  the 
Honorable  Henry  C.  Robinson,  being  ad- 
mitted to  the  Hartford  County  Bar  in  1876. 
In-  1883  he  was  made  Judge  of  the  Police 
Court  and  held  the  Judgeship  for  six  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  was 
appointed  Corporation  Counsel  and  held  that  office  for  three  years. 

In  1904  Judge  Henney  was  elected  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Hartford  and 
wa.s  re-elected  two  years  later.  He  is  a  member  of  numerous  clubs  and 
societies  and  is  very  prominent  fraternally,  being  well  up  in  the  Masonic  Order. 
Judge   Henney's  busy  and   useful   life  truly   affords   an  excellent   example. 


WHY   LABOR    5HOULD    BE    CONSERVATIVE.. 

(Continued) 

a  successful  consummation  unless  it  has  back  of  it  the  sympathy  and  support  of 
the  majority. 

History  teaches  us  that  no  great  purpose,  worthy  or  unworthy,  has  ever  been 
carried  to  a  successful  issue  by  violence.  No  conquered  nation  was  ever  assim- 
ilated by  the  conqueror  through  cruelty  in  administration.  No  heathen  was  ever 
converted  to  Christianity  by  torture ;  nor,  on  the  other  hand,  has  the  Christian 
faith  ever  been  crushed  out  by  the  fagot  and  the  thumbscrew.  The  radical  abol- 
itionists labored  for  years  in  vain  in  their  effort  to  abolish  slavery.  The  violent 
overturning  of  social  conditions  in  the  hope  of  better  things  has  always  pro- 
duced social  discord,  often  foillowed  by  political  upheavings,  sometimes  resulting 
in  anarchy  and  always  in  the  degradation  of  the  individual  man  rather  than  his 
uplift. 

Real  reform  in  any  line  comes,  not  by  a  leap  and  a  bound,  but  step  by  step 
through  the  education  and  enlightenment  of  that  unit  which  is  the  basis  of  society, 
the  man  himself. 

The  space  allotted  me  does  not  permit  certain  other  suggestions  which  I  might 
make,  and  I  drop  the  subject  here. 

By  way  of  summary.  -Why  Should  Labor  be  Conservative?  Because  thus, 
and  thus  only,  wiil  its  cause  appeal  to  that  great  jury,  the  people  as  a  whole,  whose 
favorable  verdict  it  must  of  necessity  have,  if  it  would  obtain  the  results  it  is  so 
earnestly  striving  after.  Having  that  favorable  verdict,  and  backed  by  the  smypathy 
and  support  of  that  jury,  its  just  claims  cannot  fail  of  ultimate  recognition,  and  an 
enlightened  public  sentiment  will  enact  and  enforce  such  laws  as  labor  rightfully 
needs  for  its  full  protection. 

A  radical  line  of  action  will  prevent  any  large  measure  of  thoughtful  consider- 
ation of  the  labor  problems,  cause  a  hostile  instead  of  a  friendly  reception  of  these 
claims,  and  thus  defeat  or  at  least  materially  retard  its  purposes,  however  just  and 
reasonable. 


HE.NRY    H.    PLA5L 

'5[;J'ENRY  H.  PEASE  is  one  of  the  younger  business  men  to  whotn 
advancement  came  early.  He  is  now  Secretary  of  the  Hartford  Trust 
Co.  in  which  place  hfe  started  as  Messenger  eighteen  years  ago.  He 
was  born  January  23,  1873,  in  Hartford,  and  is  descended  from  a  very  old 
and  progressive  familj\  He  is  a  member  of  the  Farmington  Avenue 
Congregational  Church,  and  of  numerous  clubs;  politically  he  is  a  Democrat. 
.Air.  Pease  has  the  distinction  of  having  won  the  particularly  American  title 
of  a  self-made  man.  His  great  determination  and  energy  have  enabled  him 
to  overcome  all  the  difficulties  and  obstacles  in  his  path  and  to  work  his  way 
steadily  upward  to  prosperity.  He  is  known  among  his  fellow  townsmen  for 
his  remarkable  integrity  and  sincerity  in  all  his  dealings,  all  of  which  is  justly 
merited  and  deserved.  This  is  a  fitting  testimonial  to  his  business  standing, 
integrity  and  judgment,  and  indicates  the  cordial  esteem  in  which  he  is  held 
by  all  who  are  privileged  to'  enjoy  his  acquaintance. 

FRLDLRICK    T.    RLID 

Tvr  REDERICK  T.  REID,  Treasurer  of  the  F.  A.  Law  Machine  Company,  at 

2j\    Hartford,  has  won  an  enviable     reputation     for  executive  ability  by  his 

^       efficient  management  of  the  extensive  interests  in  his  charge.     Possessing 

a  complete  mastery  of  the  parts  under  his  management,  his  energetic  foresight 

forestalls  emergencies  and  keeps  everything  in  order,  while  his  very  fair  dealings 

with  the  workmen  inspire  them  with  confidence  and  respect. 

He  is  a  product  of  the  Green  Mountain  State,  and  like  most  of  her  sons  is 
steadfast,  reliable  and  honorable  in  all  things  and  under  all  circumstances.  The 
prosperity  of  this  concern  is  partially  due  to  the  efficiency  of  our  subject.  Tire- 
less energy,  keen  perception,  honesty  of  purpose  and  good  business  ability  are 
numbered  among  the  many  good  qualities  that  have  brought  him  merited  success. 

FRANK    P.    FLNTON 

TVT  RANK  P.  FENTON  was  borrt  October  31,  1874,  in  Mansfield,  Connecticut, 
Ji\     and  is  descended  from  a  familv  which  has  been  noted   for  its  industrv 


¥ 


and  integrity.  Mr.  Fenton  has  been  To^wn  Clerk  of  Windham  since  1899. 
and  is  one  of  the  most  popular  men  of  that  section.  Fraternally  he  belongs  to  the 
Odd  Fellows  and  is  Past  Chancellor  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  is  also 
Major  in  the  First  Regiment.  Taught  early  in  life  the  distinction  between  right 
and  wrong,  he  has  fulfilled  the  promise  of  his  careful  training  being  of  very 
courteous  address:  is  quite  well  to  do;  is  always  at  work,  and  has  won  the 
good  will  and  respect  of  all  who  have  met  him. 

FRANK    ARRIGONI 

TVr  RANK  ARRIGONI  has  carried  on  a  thriving  business  as  Contractor  in 
2j\  the  town  of  Durham  since  1896.  When  all  the  circumstances  of  his 
^  history  are  considered,  his  early  life  and  lack  of  educational  advantages, 
and  his  beginning  life  afresh  in  a  new  country,  it  is  doubtful  if  a  parallel  case 
can  be  found  in  all  Connecticut.  A  man's  success  in  life  ought  to  be  determined 
by  the  heights  to  which  he  has  climbed  and  by  the  depths  from  which  he  arose. 
Mr.  Arrigoni  was  born  July  26,  1872,  in  Vendrogno,  Italy,  and  it  was  in 
that  far  away  corner  of  the  earth  that  he  spent  the  early  part  of  his  life.  He 
is  a  Republican  in  politics  and  has  been  Selectman  of  his  adopted  town.  He 
is  a  present  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  is  serving  on  the 
Committee  on  Railroads.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Catholic  Church,  Elks  and 
Knights  of  Pythias.  His  career  seems  almost  phenomenal,  yet  his  success  has 
by  no  means  been  the  result  of  fortunate  circumstances.  It  has  come  to  him 
through  energy,  labor  and  perseverance,  directed  by  an  evenly  balanced  mind, 
and  by  honorable  business  principles.  In  all  his  varied  relations  in  business 
affairs  he  has  maintained  a  character  and  standing  that  impressed  all  with  his 
sincere  and  manly  purpose  to  do  by  others  as  he  would  have  others  do  by  him. 


GIDLON  WLLL5 


/jIlDEON  WELLS  is  one  of  the  most 
^^    enterprising  and  progressive  farmers 
of    Wethersfield,    which    town    he    is 
representing    in    the    present    General    As- 
sembly,   being   clerk    of    the    Committee    on 
Agriculture. 

He  was  born  April  4,  1871,  and  is  a 
descendant  of  one  of  the  earlier  settlers  of 
Wethersfield.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican 
and  his  abilitj'  and  public  spirit  have  made 
him  a  valued  member  of  the  local 
organization.  He  attends  the  First  Con- 
gregational Church  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Grange  of  which  order  he  is  Pastmaster. 
He  is  held  in  the  highest  esteem  by  his 
neighbors  and  is  a  man  whose  opinion  is 
sought  on  all  matters  pertaining  to  the 
welfare  of  the  town.  He  is  self  reliant  and 
his  success  in  life  is  due  to  natural  ability, 
perseverance   and    well    conducted    efforts. 

He  is  a  worthy  representative  of  that  class  of  citizens  who  lead  quiet,  indus- 
trious, honest  and  useful  lives,  and  constitute  the  best  portion  of  -the  community. 
Wherever  known  he  is  held  in  high  regard,  and  is  certainly  deserving  of 
honorable  mention  in  a  book  of  this  nature. 


JOHN   L.  JLNCK5 


'jjOHN  L.  JENCKS  was  born  August 
^  2,  1865,  in  East  Hartford,  Corm., 
where  he  attended  the  old  Meadov/ 
school,  later  attending  the  Brown  schc«3l 
in  Hartford.  He  is  a  good  example  of  the 
self-made  man,  and  started  in  life  at  the 
age  of  sixteen  to  learn  the  lumber  business 
in  the  lumber  yard  of  his  grandfather, 
I,yman  Risley.  He  eventually  purchased  an 
interest  in  the  business,  his  brother  Chajrles 
and  he  entering  into  a  partnership  on  April 
2.  1888,  under  the  firm  name  of  Lyman 
Risley  &  Co.  On  January  i,  1894  the  firm 
name  was  changed  to  Jencks  Brothers,  and 
they  were  classed  among  the  leading  lumber 
dealers  of  their  section. 

]\lr.  Jencks  is  a  staunch  Republican  and 
an  attendant  of  the  South  Congregational 
Church.  He  is  well  known  as  a  man  of 
most  charitable  instincts  and  has  never 
failed  to  respond  to  any  worthy  demand 
upon  his  resources.  He  is  a  strong  admirer 
of  horses  and  has,  at  various  times  been 
an  owner  of  several  which  have  won  more  than  a  local  reputation.  On  October 
7,  1885.  j\Ir.  Jencks  married  Miss  Carrie  L.  Brewer,  a  daughter  of  George  C. 
and  Julia  A.  Hubbard  Brewer,  of  Hockanum.  The  children  are  Ethel  M.,  Percy 
C.  and  Gkndon  L.,  born  respectively  September  9,  1887,  October  13,  1899,  and 
November   14.   1900. 


CHARLL5  5.  PLCK 


((TlIARLES    S.    PECK,    State    Senator 

for  the  24th  District,  was  born  1853, 

in  Yonkers,  N.  Y.,  where  he  attended 
the  public  schools  of  that  town.  In  politics 
Senaior  Peck  is  a  Republican  and  is  a 
member  of  the  following  Senate  Com- 
mittees :  Humane  Institutions,  IManual 
and  Roll  and  Chairman  of  the  Putnam  ^Nlem- 
orial    Camp. 

He  is  a  very  successful  manufacturer 
of  Danbury,  being  a  member  of  the  concern 
known  as  the  Peck  Fur  Company,  manufac- 
turers of  Hatters'  furs  and  roundings.  He 
is  noted  for  his  honorable  conduct  and 
straightforward  methods  of  dealing  with  his 
fellow  citizens,  and  is  of  a  very  genial 
disposition  although  very  quiet  and  un- 
assuming in  manner.  He  has  reached  his 
present  position  in  life  through  his  careful 

management,  honesty-  and  strict  integrity,  and  well  deserves  the  high  esteem  in 
which  he  is  held  by  all  his  associates.  He  is  self-made  in  the  fullest  sense  of 
the  term  as  ordinarily  applied  to  successful  men  of  bus'ness,  and  deserves  full 
credit  for  having  obtained  his  present  high  standing. 


ALLXANDLR  ARNOTT 


»  LEXANDER  ARNOTT,  whose  stand- 
r\  ing  in  Manchester  as  a  man  of 
CT  affairs  and  as  an  honorable  citizen 
is  unquestioned,  was  born  September  12, 
1875.  ill  Belfast,  Ireland,  and  is  the  son 
of  William  and  Margaret  (Drake)  Arnott. 
He  came  to  this  country  in  early  childhood 
with  his  parents  and  attended  the  local 
D'strict  school  until  the  age  of  fourteen, 
when  he  entered  the  silk  factories,  where  he 
was  employed  for  nearly  four  years.  He 
then  entered  the  local  high  school  and  later 
attended  Trinity  College,  graduating  with 
the  degree  of  A.  B.  in  the  class  of  1900. 
The  following  year  he  entered  Yale  Law 
School  where,  by  hard  work,  he  completed 
a  three  years'  course  in  two  years,  and 
began   the  practice   of   Law   in  Manchester. 

He  has  recently  been  appointed  Judge 
of  the  Town  Court  of  Manchester,  but  has 
previously  held  public  offices,  having  been 
a  member  of  the  Legislature  in  1903,  Chair- 
man of  the  Republican  Town  Committee  for  four  years,  Counsel  for  the  town 
for  three  years,  and  Assistant  Prosecuting  Attorney  in  the  Court  over  which  he 
is    now   to   preside. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  a  Republican  in 
politics.  As  an  energetic  and  successful  man  of  business  and  an  honorable  and 
upright  citizen.  Judge  Arnott  enjoys  the  esteem  of  all  with  whom  he  comes 
m  contact,  both   in  public  and   private   life. 
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JOHN    T.    HLNDLR50N 

3N  STATESJVLANSHIF,  in  science,  in  the  profession,  and  in  business,  re- 
cords show  that  most  men  Avho  have  become  famous,  at  least  successful, 
have  L^ttriuuted  it  not  to  any  superiority  of  nritural  genius,  but  to  the  use  they 
made  in  youth  of  their  time  after  the  ordinary  day's  work  was  over.  Jeremy 
Taylor,  the  great  preacher  of  the  English  Church,  once  said  :  "It  is  what  we  sow  in 
the  minutes  and  spare  portions  of  a  few  years  that  grow  up  to  crowns  and  scep- 
tres." Pessimists  constantly  raise  the  cry  that  success  is  only  luck  or  a  kind  fate. 
However,  the  lives  of  a  great  majority  of  successful  men  show  that  what  they  got 
they  earned. 

John  Thomas  Henderson,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  is  a  worthy  example  of 
the  hard-working,  ambitious,  studious  young  man.  He  has  the  power  of  concen- 
tration to  a  marked  degree.  In  school  days  he  did  not  fritter  his  time  away,  and, 
as  a  result  of  that  early  application,  his  advancement  has  been  remarkable.  He  is 
to-day  as  well  known  as  any  young  civil  engineer  in  the  country.  He  was  appointed 
to  succeed  Chief  Engineer  Edwin  D.  Graves  in  superintending  the  construction 
of  the  new  Hartford  Bridge  when  the  latter's  health  gave  way  under  nervous 
strain.  At  that  time  he  was  only  30  years  old.  But  he  had  studied  that  bridge, 
had  worked  on  its  plans,  and,  having  confidence  a-plenty,  he  saw  it  completed  and 
opened  to  an  enthusiastic  public  without  a  hitch.  It  is  not  amiss  to  state  that  the 
bridge,  a  stone  structure,  is  one  of  the  greatest  in  the  world.  With  its  approaches 
it  was  nearly  three  years  in  building  and  cost  about  three  million  dollars. 

Mr.  Henderson  is  a  Southerner,  having  been  born  in  Elkton,  Cecil  County, 
Maryland,  May  19,  1876,  his  parents  being  William  C.  and  Anabel  (Smith)  Hen- 
derson. Completing  his  studies  in  the  public  schools  of  Cecil  County,  he  entered 
Delaware  College  and  graduated  in  the  civil  engineering  department  in  June,  1896. 
His  first  position  was  with  the  Manhattan  Railway  Company  of  New  York  City 
as  consulting  engineer.  In  the  spring  of  1898  he  came  to  Hartford  as  draftsman 
for  Edwin  D.  Graves,  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Connecticut  River  Bridge  and  High- 
way district,  of  which  United  States  Senator  Morgan  G.  Bulkeley  is  president. 
He  has  been  with  the  commission  continuously  since  that  time.  On  May  28,  1906, 
he  was  appointed  Deputy  Chief  Engineer  on  all  the  work  done  by  the  commission. 

He  was  united  in  marriage  to  Maud  H.  Keeney,  daughter  of  Frank  and  Emma 
Keeney,  of  Rockville,  December  27,  1905. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  American  Society  of  Civil  Engineers ;  Connecticut  So- 
ciety of  Civil  Engineers ;  Hartford  Golf  Club.  Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  all 
the  Masonic  bodies ;  Charter  Oak  Lodge  of  Perfection ;  Hartford  Council  P.  J. ; 
Cyrus  Goodell  Chapter;  Rose  Croi.x;  Connecticut  Sovereign  Consistory  and  Sphinx 
Temple  A.  A.  O.  N.  M.  S. 

In  politics  Mr.  Henderson  is  true  to  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party. 
His  labors  have  brought  him  in  close  touch  with  many  prominent  men  of  the  coun- 
try, who  expect  even  greater  things  from  him  in  the  days  to  come.  He  is  modest, 
unassuming  and  is  ever  increasing  his  friendship  by  his  gentlemanly  qualities  and 
cheerfulness. 


LMIL  LOOS 


/TT  HIS   gentleman   worthity   illustrates  thi; 

\i/  commonly  accepted  view  of  .the 
character  of  the  enterprising  German 
citizen  who  has  come  to  this  countrj'  empty- 
handed,  and  through  his  own  well  directed 
efforts  has  secured  a  comfortable  competence. 
He  rrow  makes  his  home  in  New  Haven, 
where  he   is  a  very   successful   contractor. 

Mr.  Loos  was  bom  June  9,  1858,  in 
German}',  coming  to  this  country  at  an  early 
age,  he  received  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  Newark,  New  Jerse^^  He  is  at 
present  a  Representative,  and  is  a  member 
of  the  Committees  on  Excise  and  Legislative 
Expenses.. 

Our  subject  has  been  an  Alderman  and 
Park  Commissioner  of  New  Haven,  and  was 
also  a  member  of  the  Second  Regiment 
Connecticut  National  Guards  from  1874  to 
1879.  He  is  a  republicarr  in  politics  and  is 
a  member  of  the  German  Lutheran  church, 
of  which  he  has  been  trustee  for  twenty-five 
years.  Self  help  is  the  source  of  all  genuine  worth  in  the  individual  and  is 
the  means  of  bringing  a  man  success  when  he  has  no  men  of  wealth  or  influence 
to  aid  him.  It  illustrates  in  no  uncertain  manner  what  it  is  possible  to 
accomplish  when  perseverance  and  determination  form  a  key  note  to  a  man's 
life.  Depending  upon  his  own  resources  and  looking  for  no  outside  aid  or 
support,  ]\Ir.  Loos  has  become  one  of  the  leading  business  men  of  th:s  town. 

5^  l5* 


DWIGHT  N.   LGGLL5TON 
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-jrvWGHT  N.  EGGLESTON,  representa- 
1^  tive  from  Sharon,  was  born  May  24, 
C7  185 1,  in  Ancram,  Columbia  County, 
New  York,  and  is  a  son  of  Benjamin  and 
Elizabeth  (Mills)  Eggleston.  He  started  out 
in  life  for  himself  at  a  tender  age,  with 
scarcely  any  schooling,  being  practically  a 
self-educated  man,  and  for  the  success  that 
he  has  achieved  in  life  he  deserves  great 
credit. 

^Ir.  Eggleston  is  a  very  prosperous  con- 
tractor and  has  been  in  that  business  for 
over  thirty-five  year.s,  taking  Mr.  Robert  J. 
Livingstone  as  a  partner  in  1903,  and  to-day 
they  are  placed  among  the  successful  con- 
tractors  of   their   section. 

Li  politics  our  subject  is  a  republican  and 
is  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Insurance 
in  the  present  General  Assembly. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
church,  of  which  he  has  been  treasurer  since 
1891.  He  has  held  the  following  oft'ices : 
President  and  Treasurer  of  the  Sharon  Electric  Light  Co.,.  Director  of  the 
Sharon  Water  Co.,  and  Director  an-d  Superintendent  of  the  Sharon  iTelephone 
Co.  His  success  in  business,  while  not  phenomenal,  has  been  pronounced,  being 
attained  without  financial  aid  of  influential  friends.  He  has  won  his  way  by 
laudable  ambition  and  the  scrupnlotisly  faithful  perforinance  of  every  task 
committed  to  his  hands. 


WILLIAM   MATHLR 


lilJlLLlAAI     lAIATHER,      a      representa- 
•W-    tive   of 


one  of  the  oldest  families  in 
New  England,  and  one  of  the  best 
and  tniost  favorably  known  residents  of 
Windsor  Locks,  was  born  in  that  town  Feb- 
ruary 27,  1840,  in  whicli  locality  he  has  spent 
the  greater  portion  of  his  life.  He  is  the 
genial  President  of  the  Windsor  Locks 
Trust  Company,  and  a  man  whose  social 
qualities  and  good  business  principles  have 
endeared  him  to  a  wide  circle  of  business 
associates. 

The  Trust  Company,  of  which  Mr.  Mather 
is  the  head,  is  very  conservative  yet  pro- 
gressive, and  offers  to  its  customers  the 
most  adequate  facilities  for  the  safe  and  ex- 
peditioiis  transaction  of  banking  business. 
Mr.  IMather  discharges  his  executive  duties 
with  a  degree  of  ability  and  efficiency  which 
contribute  largely  to  the  fame  |of  the 
institution.  His  thorough  reliability  and  his 
great  regard  for  his  word  are  characteristics  of  the  family  name ;  features  that 
are  not  allowed  to  suffer  at  his  hands. 

The  career  of  Mr.  Mather  affords  a  striking  example  of  the  possibilities 
which  lie  before  industry,  when  backed  by  intelligence,  integrity,  and  a  hdelity  to 
principle  that  has  never  wavered.  He  has  educated  himself  and  made  his  own 
fortune.  Tbat  such  men  should  succeed  is  not  surprising.  Success  is  their  birth- 
right. 

LDWARD  D.  NORTON 
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DWARD  D.  XORTOX.  Republican 
Representative  from  North  Canaan, 
was  born-  May  16,  1842,  in  Sheffield, 
Mass.  His  education  was  limited  to  the 
public  schools,  but  by  his  native  grit  and 
energetic  resolution,  he  has  climbed  to  a 
position  of  influence.  Li  1892  our  subject 
was  member  of  the  State  Council  of  Pitts- 
field,  Mass.  In  igoi-1902  he  served  on  the 
Board  of  Selectmen  of  North  Canaan,  and 
is  at  present  Town  Clerk  of  the  latter 
named  town.  He  belongs  to  the  following 
organizations :  Masons,  Knights  Templar, 
Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  and 
the  Grand  Army.  He  was  for  a  great  many 
years  connected  with  various  railroads, 
be  ng  Clerk  in  freight  office,  PittsfieH, 
Mass..  3  868-1869,  Railroad  Agent,  Falls 
Village,  Conn.,  1870,  and  Cashier  and 
Agent  of  the  K.  C,  St.  Joe  &  C.  B.  Railroad 
at  Atchison,  Kansas,  in  1871-1872-1873.  In 
t86i  he  enlisted  in  Eleventh  Regiment, 
Connecticut  Volunteers,  and  was  at  the  battle  of  Antietam,  Md.,  and  others, 
being  wounded  June  i6,  1864,  in  the  battle  of  Petersburg,  Va.  jMr.  Norton  has 
never  been  married,  but  is  a  lover  of  hbine  life.  He  has  made  his  own  way  in 
the  world  and  is  entitled  to  the  signal  success  wh'ch  he  has  won  in  the  battle 
of  life.  At  North  Canaan  he  ranks  as  one  of  its  most  substantial  and  influential 
citizeiis.  His  early  experience  was  severe,  but  he  has  come  out  of  his  years 
of   struggle   and   hard-^hip    with    admirable   victory. 


ALBLRT    McCLLLLAN    MATHLW50N 


31     WEIX-KNOWN   author     has     said   that     the   "authentic  picture   of   any 

J\    human  being's  life  a«d  experiences  ought  to  possess  an  interest  greatly 

beyond  that  which  is  fictitious,  inasmuch  as  it  has  the  charm  of  ability." 

The  histories  of  prominent  citizens  contained  in      this  book  corroborate  this  word, 

and  irt  the  following  record    of  well  directed  effort    we  find  an  object  lesson  of 

lasting  value. 

Albert  McClellan  Mathewson  was  born  October  19,  1860,  in  Woodstock,  Conn., 
and  is  the  son  of  William  Williams  Mathewson  and  Harriet  x\ugusta  Mathewson. 
He  is  descended  from  John  and  Priscilla  Alden  in  the  tenth  generation;  from  Gov. 
Jonathan  Trumbull  in  the  fifth  generation,  and  from  William  Williams,  one  of  the 
signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence  in  the  fourth  generation.  He  is  also 
a  descendant  from  Gov.  William  Bradford  of  the  Plymouth  colony.  He  received 
his  education  in  Woodstock  Academy,  and  was  graduated  from  Yale  Law  School 
a  LL.  D.  in  1884.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  New  Haven  the  year  of  his 
graduation.  In  1892  he  took  a  year  of  advanced  study  in  the  Yale  Law  School 
and  was  given  the  degree  of  Master  of  Laws  by  the  University.  He  has  written 
and  published  the  "War  History  of  Woodstock,"  "Chief  Justice  Marshall  and  the 
Federal  Constitution  of  the  United  States,"'  and  a  "Historical  Address  on  the 
First  Congregational  Church  of  Woodstock." 

Until  1888  he  was  settled  in  Putnam,  Conn.,  when  he  removed  to  New  Haven 
and'  formed  a  partnership  with  Judge  Henry  A.  Pardee,  which  lasted  until  Judge 
Pardee's  death.  He  is  now  Judge  of  the  City  Court  of  New  Haven,  and  is  looked 
upon  as  an  attorney  of  more  than  ordinary  ability.  Judge  Mathewson  was  ap- 
pointed by  the  Governor  of  Connecticut  to  attend  the  Convention  of  Delegates 
representing  the  Signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence  held  at  the  James- 
town Exposition,  at  which  time  he  was  elected  the  first  president  of  the  Descend- 
ants of  the  Signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 

Mr.  Mathewson  was  united  in  marriage  to  Mary  E.  Foster  in  New  Haven, 
June  13,  1888.  He  was  formerly  a  member  of  the  New  Haven  Grays  a  crack 
company  of  the  Second  Regiment,  Connecticut  National  Guard.  In  politics  he  is  a 
staunch  Republican.  In  his  church  affiliations  he  is  a  Congregationalist.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  National  Geographic  Society,  American  Forestry  Association,  Sons 
of  American  Revolution,  Mayflower  Descendants,  Young  Men's  Republican  Club, 
Union  League  Club,  and  Graduates'  Club.  He  is  also  a  trustee  of  the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association  of  New  Haven. 

Mr.  Mathewson  was  always  of  a  studious  and  thoughtful  nature  and  made  the 
best  possible  use  of  his  spare  time.  He  has  stood  unswerving  in  his  loyalty  to  all 
those  things  which  make  for  the  betterment  of  social,  ecclesiastical  and  material 
conditions.  This  all  goes  to  show  that  diligence,  industry  and  use  of  time  and 
talent  in  accordance  with  the  lofty  ideals  and  strength  of  purpose,  wins  the  prize 
of  success.  And  success  as  measured  by  the  standards  of  to-day  means  more  than 
simply  "getting  by."  It  calls  for  everything  good  that  is  within  a  man  and  all 
that  he  can  acquire  through  energy,  observation  and  experience.  The  pages  of 
Biography  fairly  bristle  with  words  of  encouragement  to  those  who  are  struggling 
to  gain  the  better  things  of  life.  Judge  Mathewson  has  reahzed,  through  his  per- 
sonal efforts,  a  snug  competence,  and  wherever  he  has  lived  has  been  recognized 
as  a  progressive  and  public  spirited  citizen. 


CHARLL5    EDWARD    PRIOR. 

/jTHARLES   EDWARD    PRIOR   was  born   near   Moosup,    Conn.,  Jan.   24, 
1856,  the  son  of  Erastus  L.  and  Sarah  L.    (Burleson)   Prior.     When  lie 
was  about  four  years  of  age,  the  family  moved  to  Jewett  City,  where  hi  received 
a  good  com-non  school  education,  and  where  his  business  career  began. 

From  October  18/3,  to  October  1874,  he  was  employed  in  the  office  of  the 
Norwich  &  Worcester  R.  R.  Co.,  in  Norwich.  In  187-5  he  became  bookkeeper  and 
paymaster  for  the  Ashland  Cotton  Co.,  of  Jewett  City.  He  was  elected  Secretary 
and  Treasurer  of  the  Jewett  City  Savings  Bank  in  1883,  and  a  few  years  later  he 
became  a  member  of  the  corporation  and  a  director.  A  fine,  new  bank  building 
was  erected  during  his  term  of  service.  ^Ir.  Prior  has  a  letter  which  he  treasures 
very  highly,  written  to  him  August  7,  1891  by  the  Hon.  George  M.  Landers  of  New 
Britain,  a  former  state  Bank  Commissioner.  In  this  letter  ]Mr.  Landers  says, 
"From  the  time  you  took  charge,  I  considered  the  Jewett  City  Savings  Bank  one  of 
the  very  few  model  banks  of  the  state.  While  I  was  one  of  the  Commissioners  in 
more  than  a  half  dozen  cases  I  offered  to  pay  the  expense  of  a  visit  to  your  bank 
by  negligent  and  careless  treasurers  of  other  institutions,  as  my  associate  Noble 
well  knows."  in  January  1895,  the  position  of  Assistant  Treasurer  of  the  Security 
Company,  of  Hartford,  was  offered  to  Mr.  Prior  and  accepted  by  him.  In  March, 
18&6,  he  was  elected  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  the  Company,  and  since  November, 
1904,  has  held  the  offices  of  Vice-President  and  Treasurer.  Since  1898  he  has  been 
one  of  the  Auditors  of  the  Conn.  Mutual  Life  Ins.  Co. 

Mr.  Prior  was  for  years  a  church  organist  and  chorister,  and  as  a  composer 
of  sacred  music  became  widely  known.  His  Sunday  School  song  books.  Spicy 
Breezes  (1883),  Sparkling  and  Bright  (1890),  and  Our  Best  Endeavor  (1892), 
were  received  with  favor.  He  was  elected  a  director  of  the  Worcester  County 
Musical  Association  in  1877  and  made  an  honorary  member  in  1882.  Mr.  Prior 
is  a  Republican  with  independent  tendencies,  and  while  never  seeking  political 
nonors  he  was  Treasurer  of  the  Town  of  L'fbon,  Conn...  lor  three  years,  having 
been  first  chosen  by  the  selectmen  to  fill  the  place  of  a  Democrat  who  declined  to 
serve. 

Mr.  Prior  is  a  member  of  the  Asylum  Avenue  Baptist  Church  of  Hartford, 
and  was  for  six  years  President  of  the  Hartford  Baptist  Union.  He  was  Vice- 
President  of  the   Conn.   Baptist  Convention  for  several  years,   and  at  the  time  of 


the  Convention's  great  financial  misfortune,  in  February  1907,  he  was  the  unan- 
imous choice  of  the  trustees  for  the  office  of  Treasurer,  which  office  he  still  holds. 
The  present  strong  financial  condition  of  the  Convention  is  a  matter  of  consider- 
able denominational  pride,  and  Mr.  Prior  receives  his  full  share  of  the  credit  due. 
He  was  Treasurer  of  the  Conn.  S.  S.  Association  for  three  years  during  an  im- 
portant period,  and  is  now  its  Auditor;  he  is  a  Trustee  of  the  Hartford  School 
of  Religious  Pedagogy  and  its  Auditor;  a  Director  of  the  Hartford  Y.  M.  C.  A., 
and  a  member  of  the  finance  committee ;  Treasurer  of  the  Twentieth  Century  Club 
of  Hartford,   and  a  member  of  the  Connecticut  Historical  Society. 

Mr.  Prior  has  been  deeply  interested  in  the  Italian  Baptist  Mission  in  Hartford 
for  a  number  of  years,  serving  as  its  pianist  and  as  treasurer,  and  devoting  much 
time  and  thought  to  the  work.  The  success  of  this  Mission  has  been  very  pro- 
nounced, and  Mr.  Prior  is  acknowledged  to  have  been  an  important  factor  in  its 
prosperity. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  joined  the  Masonic  order  early  in  life.     He  was 
Master  of  Mount  Vernon  lodge  F.  &  A.  M.  of  Jewett  City  for  twp  years,  and  is 
a  membdr  of  Franklin  Chapter,  R.  A.  M.,       Franklin  Council  R.  &  S.  M.  and  Col- 
umbian Commandery  K.  T.  all  of  Norwich. 

Mr.  Prior  says  that  he  owes  much  of  his  success  in  life  to  the  influence  of  his 
sympathetic  and  helpful  wife,  who  was  Mary  Eleanor  Campbell  of  Jewett  City. 
Their  home  is  at  39  North  Beacon  Street,  Hartford.  They  have  one  son,  Charles 
Edward  Prior,  Jr.,  Assistant  Treasurer  of  the  Security  Company,  and  one  of 
Hartford's  leading  singers. 


HORACE    W.    HUBBARD 

-ilt' GRACE  W.  HUBBARD  is  an  honored  and  distinguished  member  of  one 
;att  of  the  oldest  and  most  esteemed  families  in  Connecticut.  He  was  born 
^  June  21,  1837,  in  Haddam.  Connecticut,  and  is  a  graduate  of  the  public 
schools  of  New  Britain,  and  the  Normal  School,  class  of  1861.  Mr.  Hubbard  is 
a  Republican  in  politics,  and  is  at  present  representing  his  town  in  the  General 
Assembly,  being  a  member  of  three  conmiittees,  Congressional  and  Senatorial 
Districts,  Constitutional  Amendments  (Jt),  and  Federal  Relations.  He  is  very 
prominent  fraternally,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Masons  and  Elks. 

Mr.  Hubbard's  success  in  life  may  be  said  to  be  due  entirely  to  his  own 
unaided  efforts.  Obliged  to  work  while  still  a  boy  of  tender  years,  he 
exhibited  a  determination,  courage  and  perseverance  which  characterized  him 
through  life.  He  is  self-educated  and  wholly  self-made,  yet  such  is  the  force 
of  character  which  he  possesses  that  he  not  only  surmounted  the  obstacles  in 
his  path,  but  gained  the  hearty  respect  of  his  fellow  townsmen. 

WILLIAM    H.    GODDARD 

/{[  ONNECTICUT  has  many  well  to  do  and  successful  business  men  who  are 
VLl  the  architects  of  their  own  fortunes  and  who  are  numbered  among  its 
most  useful  and  valued  citizens.  Amotrg  these  is  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  who  is  president  and  treasurer  of  the  Wallingford  Lumber  Company. 
Mr.  Goddard  was  born  February  22,  1861,  in  West  Granby,  Conn.,  where  he  at- 
tended the  public  schools  of  that  town.  He  is  representing  his  town  in  the 
present  General  Assembly,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Education.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  fraternally  he  belongs  to  the  Odd 
Fellows  and  American  Mechanics.  His  honorable  walk  through  life  and  his  up- 
right dealings  have  won  for  him  the  esteem  of  all  his  neighbors  and  of  all  who 
know  him.     In  politics  he   is  a  Republican. 

CARL    F05TLR 

/VrARL  FOSTER,  one  of  Bridgeport's  leading  citizens,  a  man  esteemed 
VU/  by  all  his  townsmen,  regardless  of  political  affiliations,  is  a  worthy 
successor  of  an  honored  ancestry.  Mr.  Foster  was  born  August  28, 
1872,  in  WaterfoTd,,  Virginia,  and  is  a  son  of  Isaac  M.  and  Julia  E.  (Mosher) 
Foster.  He  is  a  graduate  of  Dickinson  College,  Carlisle,  Penn.,  class  of  1893. 
On  June  29th,  1897,  he  married  Delia  J.  Norcross,  from  which  union  they  have 
six  children.  He  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  was  a  member  and  President 
of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  in  1898  and  1900,  and  was  Deputy  Judge  of  the 
City  Court  from  1907  to  1909.  of  which  Court  the  present  General  Aslgembly  has 
made   him    Judge. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  of  the  Societies  Committee. 
Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  York  Rite  and  Scottish  Rite  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  also  a  metober  of  the  Improved  Order  of  Red  Men  He  is  energetic 
and  pushing,  knows  how  to  hustle  for  business,  and  means  to  keep  abreast  of 
the  day  in  every  respect 

AUGUSTUS    I.    GOODRICH 

^HE  career  of  this  well-known  resident  of  Waterbury,  affords  an  excel- 
Vil^  lent  example  of  industry  and  enterprise,  as  he  started  in  life  without 
capital  and  has  attained  a  substantial  success.  He  was  born  September 
16,  1833,  in  Bristol,  Connecticut,  and  is  the  son  of  George  and  Charlotte  L. 
(Ives)  Goodrich.  He  was  connected  with  the  Waterbury  Clock  Company  for 
a  long  period,  and  was  for  many  years  superintendent  of  the  works.  He  is  a 
Republican  in  politics,  and  has  served  his  town  in  numerous  public  offices.  He 
has  also  been  a  member  of  the  State  Legislature  for  two  consecutive  terms,  and 
is  Clerk  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  in  the  present  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. Mr.  Goodrich  is  a  steward  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at 
Waterbury,  and  Past  Master  of  Harmony  Lodge,  No.  43,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  He  is 
now  living  in  well  earned  retirement. 


JOSEPH    H.  LOCKWOOD 


qiOSEPH  H.  LOCKWOOD,  of  Green- 
f^  wich,  is  one  of  the  best  known 
biisin'ess  men  of  that  section,  and  it  is 
safe  to  $ay  that  no  better  example  may  be 
found  of  the  value  of  integrity,  allied  to 
courage,  foresight,  and  energy,  than  is 
afforded  by  his  successful  career. 

Mr.  Lockwood  was  born  March  ist,  1876. 
in  Greenwich,  Conn.,  in  which  town  he 
received  his  early  education,  later  taking 
the  Era   Course   in   Pharmacy. 

On  September  4th,  1901,  he  was  married 
to'  Emma  I.  Rippel,  and  has  three  children, 
Joseph  R.,  Janet,  and  Anna  I. 

He  is  a  very  prosperous  Retail  Druggist, 
being  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  the  Green- 
wich Drug  Store.  Inc.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  .  Church  and  is  a 
Republican  in  politics,  being  a  member  of 
the  present  General  Assembly,  and  is  serv- 
ing on  the   Committee   on   Railroads. 

Eraternally  he  belongs  to  the  F..  &.  A.  ^L, 
and  the  Red  Men.     He  and  his  wife  are  prominent  in  the  social  affairs     of     the 
town,  moving  in  the  best  circles  and  dispensing  that  rare  hospitality  which  is  the 
fruitage  of  kindness  and  all  the  graces  and  accomplishments  of  social  life. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  Mr.  Lockwood  will  continue  in  politics  as  both  parties 
need  men  of  his  caliber  to  be  their  representative. 


ABNLR   P.  HAYL5 


^  BNER  P.  HAYES,  Representative, 
(^^  and  Attorney  at  Law  of  Waterbury, 
was  born  in  that  city  January  25, 
1876,  and  is  the  son  of  Franklin  P.  and 
Katherine  P.  (Bloss)  Hayes.  He  was 
educated  in  the  common  schools  of  his 
native  town,  and  prepared  for  College  at 
Mt.  Hermon  School,  Mt.  Hermon,  Massa- 
chusetts, He  entered  Yale  in  1894  and 
graduated  with  the  rank  of  "Phi  Beta 
Kappa"  in  the  class  of  1898.  Two  years 
later  he  entered  Yale  Law  School,  and 
while  still  a  student  was  elected  as  a 
delegate  from  his  native  town  to  the 
Constitutional    Convention   in    1902. 

Mr.  Hayes  is  a  Republ'can  in  politics, 
and  was  a  member  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  1907.  He  is  also  representing  his  to'wn 
in  a  very  able  manner  in  the  present 
Legislature,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Constitutional  Amendments 
(Joint). 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  Hiram  Lodge  No.  i,  F.  & 
A.  TsL,  of  New  Haven,  and  of  Waterbury  Lodge  No.  265,  B.  P.  O.  E.  He  has 
an  extensive  -^rni-aintarce.  r"d  wherfver  known  he  is  highly  honored  for  his 
w€ll  merited  ability  and  sterling  qualities. 


1 


HARRY   L.   BACK 


IJN'DUSTRY,  thrift  and  sound  judg- 
ment make  a  combination  of  qualities 
which   will   win    success    in    any   line 

of  effort,  and  the  history  of  this  well  known 

resident      of      Daniel  son      shows      that      he 

possesses   them   in  a   high   degree.     He   was 

born   July   8,    1869,    in   the   town    of    Union, 

his  education  being  received  iin  the  common 

schools    and    supplemented    by    a    course    in 

the    Hitchcock    High    School    of    Brimfield, 

Mass.      He    then    attended    the    College    of 

Liberal    Arts    of    Boston   University,    where 

he  received  the  Degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts 

in    1892.      In    the    fall    of    1893    he    entered 

the    Boston    University    Law    School    taking 

a  two  years'  course,   all  the   while   working 

on    the    Boston    Globe    to    make    schooling 

expenses.      Lie   has   had   a   large   amount    of 

newspaper   experience    and   has   been    editor 

of  several  large   and   leading  papers. 

He   is  now  a  very  successful  Attorney 

of  Danielson.  and  was  Prosecuting  Attornev 

for  the  town  of  Killingly  for  a  number  of  terms.     He  has  also  been  Prosecutmg 

Agent  for  WindHam  County.     Governor  Lounsbury  appointed  him  Commissioner 

of  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  of  Connecticut  for  a  term  of  four  years,  and 

the   Legislature   appointed   him   Judge   of  the   town    Court   of   Kilkngly.        Judge 

Back  has  always  g^'en  his  support  to  those  measures  which  he  believed  calculated 

to  advance  the  educational,  moral  or  social  welfare  of  the  community. 

A5AHLL  W.  MITCHLLL 


/JTHE  subject  of  this  sketch  is  a 
prominent  business  and  public  man 
of  Noa-th  Woodbury,  TJtchtield 
County,  Connecticut.  Lie  was  born  October 
16,  1865,  in  Woodbury,  Conn.,  and  was- 
educated  at  the  Parker  Academy  in  his 
native  town.  He  has  held  many  public 
offices,  having  been  former  Representative, 
State  Senator,  and  State  Comptroller.  He 
is  Superintendent  of  the  Woodbury  Water 
Company,  and  is  Town  Clerk,  having  held 
the  latter  office  since  1805.  He  has  been 
Justice  of  the  Peace  for  eleven  years,  and 
also   Town    Auditor   for   ten  years. 

He  is  a  staunch  Republican  and  attends 
the  Congregational  Church.  Mr.  Mitchell 
lias  brought  himself  to  the  front  through 
his  individual  merits,  and  ability,  never  de- 
pending upon-  others  in  making  his  progress  through  the  world,  and  he  is 
generally  recognized  as  a  man  of  integrity  and  as  a  useful  citizen,  well  worthy 
of  ihe  esteem  in  which  he  is  held.  His  qualilications  make  him  always  eligible 
for  higher  honors  at  the  hands  of  the  people.     " 


WHAT  15  CONSERVATISM? 

BY 

Rev.   FRANKLIN    COUNTRYMAN, 

Chaplain  of  House  of  Representatives 

/iTHERE  are  always  two  forces  at  work  in  human  society,  and  always  have 
^  been  from  the  very  beginning  of  things.  The  one  bends  all  its  energies 
toward  keeping  things  as  they  are,  the  other  is  striving  to  make 
changes.  The  one  resists  all  changes,  and  tends  to  move  onward  in  undeviating 
lines  of  activity — the  other  is  all  the  time  striving  to  map  out  new  paths,  and 
to  change  the  method  of  doing  things.  The  one  force  men  call  conservatism, 
and  the  other  they  call  progress.  The  names  are  not  always  accurately  applied. 
There  may  be  an  element  of  that  desirable  quality  men  call  progress  in  con- 
servatism, and  there  may  be  also  conservative  elements  in  progress.  A  true 
conservative  will  always  be  open  to  suggestion  toward  new  and  better  things 
only  he  does  not  desire  change  for  the  sake  of  change  alone.  He  is  willing 
to  welcome  the  new  only  he  wants  to  be  convinced  that  the  new  is  better  than 
the  old.  But  this  cannot  always  be  shown  and  so,  until  it  can  be  proven,  he  is 
content  to  walk  in  the  old  ways  until  the  new  ones  can  be  conclusively  shown 
to  be  as  good  as  the  old  ones.  I  do  not  sympathize,  therefore,  with  the  tinge  of 
reproach  that  is  cast  upon  the  term  conservative.  The  man  of  conservative 
tendencies  is  not  cast  in  a  cast  iron  mould  from  which  there  is  no  deviation. 
He  is,  in  the  truest  and  best  sense,  one  who  conserves  the  highest  interests  as 
he  conceives  them.  He  is  only  a  true  lover  of  his  kind  who  can  conseirve  these 
interests.  So  he  does  not  think  it  necessary  to  shatter  all  the  ideias  and  theories 
of  the  past  to  bring  things  up  to  date.  He  has  not  that  restless,  and  superabounding 
activity  that  causes  him  to  want  something  different  at  cost  of  human  welfare. 
He  wants  something  that  may  bring  humanity  on  its  way  in  safety  to  its  desired 
haven.  Now  I  venture  to  say  that  it  has  always  been  the  conservative,  using 
the  telrm  in  the  largest  sense,  that  has  brought  about  the  best  good  of  the 
hiuman   race. 

The  radical  hews  away  at  the  edifice  and  attempts  to  destroy  it,  but  has 
nothing  to  put  in  its  place.  He  plans  destruction  and  change,  but  he  cannot 
plan  construction  and  permanency.  His  one  thought  is  ta  destroy.  Now  one 
can  believe  that  the  destruction  of  old  forms  and  ideals  is  necessary  at  times, 
but  only  in  order  that  something  better  may  be  put  in  its  place. 

So  whenever  the  abolition  of  the  old  is  asked  for  the  wise  conservative 
asks  in  turn  that  something  equally  good  may  be  put  in  its  placei  or  else  the 
spectacle  may  be  repeated  of  some  blind  Samson  tugging  away  at  some  pillared 
temple  standing  erect  before  men,  and  bringing  down  in  tumultuous  confusion 
and  involving  in  common  ruin  many  priceless  treasures  of  life.  This  process  has 
been  repeated  many  times  before  humanity  has  been  taught  the  value  of  a 
true  conservatism.  What  this  value  is  can  be  readily  seen  when  we  look  at  the 
various  departments  of  human  thought  and  activity.  In  religion  a  true  con- 
servatism does  not  destroy  the  old,  simply  because  it  is  old,  nor  does  it 
teinaciously  adhere  to  the  old  because  it  is  old.  It  simply  builds  on  the  old  and 
adopts  methbds  to  the  changing  situation..  Above  all  it  does  not  deride  the 
work  of  the  old,  nor  does  it  slavishly  hold  itself  to  the  old  methods  and  -customs. 


CHARLL5  LDWIN  5LARL5 

ERIT,  if  real,  is  oft  times  non- assertive.  The  possession  of  marked  ability, 
and  qualities  of  distinction,  are  not  unusually  found  in  individuals  of 
quiet   and    retiring   manner. 

Th'e  subject  of  this  sketch  is  a  prominent  attorney,  genial  but  unostentatious, 
possessing  many  traits  that  are  prized  and  honored  by  his  fellow-men,  winning 
success  in  his  chosen  vocation  and  developing  a  character  during  his  long 
residence   in  Windham   County,   that  is   most  highly   respected. 

He  has  always  taken  an  active  part  in  National  and  State  politics,  being 
at  the  present  time  State  vSenator  from  the  twenty-eighth  district.  He  is 
Chairman  of  the  Joint  Rules  and  Senate  Rules  Committees  and  is  also  Chairman 
of  the  Judiciary  Committee,  which  makes  him  the  leader  of  the  Senate. 

Senator  Searls  was  born  March  25,  1846,  in  Pomfret,  Connecticut,  where  the 
first  three  years  of  his  life  was  spent ;  he  then  lived  in  Brooklyn,  New  York, 
until  he  was  eleven,  at  which  time  he  returned  to  Connecticut  and  has  since 
made  his  home  m  the  town  of  Thompson. 

He  graduated  from  Yaie  College,  Class  of  1868,  and  began  the  practice  of 
law  at  Putnam,  Connecticut.  He  has  held  the  following  public  offices :  To'wn 
Clerk,  Justice  of  the  Peace,  School  Visitor  and  member  of  the  General  Assembly 
in  1871  and  1886.  He  was  also  Secretary  of  State  1881-1882  and  has  been 
State's  Attorney  for  Windham  County  since  1903.  Senator  Searls  can  look 
back  with  pride  over  a  well-spent  life,  in  which'  he  has  gained  for  himself 
a  comfortable  competence  and  has  won  the  esteem  of  his  fellow-citizens  by  hit 
straightforward    course    and    honorable    dealings. 


WHAT  15  CON5LRVATI5M— Continued 

It  looks  forward  wisely  and  well.  In  the  political  realm  it  holds  to  the  methods 
ai  the  fathers  where  it  is  safe  and  wise  to  do  so.  It  recognizes  the  value  of 
what  has  been  done  while  it  looks  forward,  hopefully  content  to  adapt  itself 
to  whatever  proper  demands  may  be  made  upon  it.  It  does  not  conceive 
that  it  can-  do  away  wi'th  those  time  honored  and  everlasting  principles  which 
have  conserved  the  body  politic  up  to  this  day,  and  without  which  no  political 
body  can  maintain  itself  for  long.  In  the  field  of  sociology  it  recognizes  those 
needful  things  which  have  always  been  manifest  as  essential  to  human  welfare 
in  those  generations  past.  There  are  certain  basal  principles  here  as  elsewhere 
which  we  cannot  surrender  or  lose  without  damage  to  the  higher  interests  of 
life. 

In  the  field  of  economics  the  conservative  asserts  that  there  are  certain 
essential  things  which  must  be  held  or  loss  will  ensue.  And  so  you  might 
contmiie  iliustrat-'ons  showing  the  value  of  a  true  conservatism  in  every  line  of 
human  thouglit  and  activity.  Now  it  may  be  that  a  certain  type  of  radical  mind 
can  see  nothing  more  desirable  than  to  make  sweeping  changes  and  overthrow 
the  existing  order.  The  old  religion  is  not  sufficient  and  some  want  a  new  one 
without  having  thoroughly  tried  the  old.  Some  want  another  form  of  govern- 
ment although  they  have  not  lived  up  to  the  best  requirements  of  the  old,  and 
really  do  not  know  what  is  wanted.  The  type  represented  here  is  the  anarchist 
who  knows  only  how  to  destroy,  but  knows  not  at  all  how  to  construct. 

Some  want  socialism  but  do  not  really  know  what  the  term  means.  They 
only  know  that  they  want  something  radically  different  from  what  they  have. 
The  sane  mind  wants,  after  clear  and  definite  thinking,  as  much  progress  perhaps 
as  the  radical,  but  he  wants  it  after  a  sane  and  high  minded  and  helpful 
fashion.  He  believers  in  progress  and  not  in  destruction.  Xow  I  am  well 
aware  that  there  are  men  who  are  conservative  after  the  wrong  fashion,  who 
oppose  the  new  without  reason.  For  these  one  can  have  little  reispect  because 
the  human  mind  ought  to  be  open  to  reasonable  argument.  A  true  conservatism 
however,  puts  itself  on  record  as  intelligent,  as  far-sighted,  as  safe,  as  not 
unduly  wedded  to  the  past.  It  only  asks  that  what  has  been  tried  and  been 
proven  as  esseintial  to  human  happiness  and  prosperity  should  be  retained.  It 
•only  asks  that  when  the  new  asks  to  be  heard  and  adopted  it  .should  prove  its 
right  to  a  hearing.  It  only  demands  :n  the  name  of  common  sense  a  proper 
■consideration  of  everlasting  vital  principles  under  \\hich  humanity  lias  thriven 
and  prospered  in  days  gone  by.  Now  human  society  is  in  a  constant  state  of 
agitation  and  it  ought  to  be.  We  have  not  reached  t];at  stage  where  a  permanent 
■state  of  human  parfection  has  been  attained.  We  are  in  the  making.  But  let  us 
not  do  rash  things,  or  believe  imsafe,  insane  theories  in  the  field  o'f  theologic 
thinking,  or  in  the  field  of  politics,  or  in  the  field  of  economics.  And  I  am  sure 
that  the  true  conservative  will  be  tjie  strongest  in  helping  onward  the  true  and 
wise  attainment  of  the  best  for  us  all.  He  certainly  will  act  only  as  a  whole- 
some restraint  on  all  wild  and  useless  theories,  which  from  time  to  time',  in 
religion,  and  medicine,  and  pnhtics,  and  in  social  relations  threaten  the  welfare 
of  men.  I  venture  to  say  that  the  churchman,  and  the  political  worker,  and  the 
capitalist  and  the  employee  will  accomplish  more,  be  of  greater  service  if  they 
only  bear  in  mind  the  value  oi  true  conservatism  in  their  departments  of  thought 
and  activity.  Let  him  be  a  t'-ue  conservative,  meaning  by  that,  one  wdio  feels 
that  his  conservatism  has  in  it  progressive  tendencies.  He  will  be  a  better 
man  in  everv  wa}-,  and  do  more  to  attain  wdiat  every  true  lover  of  his  kind 
wants,  the  highest  welfare  of  humanity.  Bear  this  in  mind,  ye  workers  in  the 
field   of    human    effort ! 


GUILFORD  5MITH 


/jXUILFORD  SMITH  is  one  of  the  old 


and  valued  citizens  of  the  town  of 
Windham,  where,  through  his  long 
residence,  he  has  won  an  enviiable  reputation 
for  untiring  industry  and  unimpeachable 
integrity.  His  fellow-townsmen  pay  h'im 
their  highest  tribute  by  asking  him  to'  rep- 
resent their  town  in  the  General  Assembly. 
Mr.  Smith  was  born  May  12,  1839,  in  South 
Windham,  Conn.,  his  education:  being  limited 
to  the  common  schools  of  his  native  town. 
He  is  on-e  of  the  most  successful  manufac- 
turers of  Windham  County,  being  a  pioneer 
in  the  manufacture  of  paper,  laundry  and 
paper  bag  machinery. 

In  politics  he  is  a  Republican  and  was 
a  member  of  the  Legislature  of  1883;  he 
is  serving  in  the  present  General  Assembly 
and  is  a  member  of  the  Committee  on 
Banks.  Mr.  Smith  is  a  Director  of  the 
New  London  Northern  Railway  Company 
and  President  of  the  Windhim  National 
Bank  of  Willimantic.  He  is  a  man  of  more  than  orJmary  intelligence,  is  a 
great  reader,  a  deep  thinker,  broadminded  and  liberal  in  his  views,  and  keeps 
well  informed  on  the  topics  and  issues  of  the  day.  Being  a  man  of  soundi 
judgment  and  keen  discrimination  his  advice  is  often  sought  by  his  neighbors 
and  friends,  and  he  is  one  of  the  most  influential  citizens  of  his  community. 


JtjH 


5AMULL  B.  HORNE, 

J^AMUEL  B.  HORNE,  former  Labor 
>-^  Commissioner,  was  bom  March  3, 
1843,  irr  Kings  County,  Treland,  of 
Protestant  parents.  He  removed  with  his 
parents  to  this  country  in  the  fall  of  1849, 
and  in  the  year  following  located  in 
Winsted,  Conn.  There  he  recqived  a 
common-  school  education  until  fourteen 
years  of  age,  when  he  was  employed  as  a 
mechanic,  and  continued  at  that  until  April 
15,  1861,  at  which  time  he  enlisteld  as  a 
private  in  Company  K,  Second  Regiment, 
Connecticut  (three  months)  Volunteer^;, 
and  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Bull  Run. 
He  was  discharged  from  this  Regiment  and 
re-enlisted  as  a  Private  in  Company  E, 
Eleventh  Regiment,  Connecticut  Volunteers, 
and  served  with  distinction  through  the  war, 
being  promoted  to  Major,  and  receiving 
many  severe  and  honorable  wounds  while 
in  action 

He  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  1869 
and  commenced  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Winsted.  In  1884  Colonel 
Home  served  as  Representative  in  the  General  Assembly.  He  was  United  States 
counsel  for  four  years  and  Labor  Commissioner  of  Connecticut  for  four  years. 
Colonel  Home  is  known  all  over  the  State  and  wherever  he  goes  he  is  greeted 
as  a  friend  and  with  the  most  courteous  respect. 


HLRBF_RT  5.  DORMITZLR 

jjj^ERBERT   S.   DORAIITZER,   a  pros- 

r^"^  perous  manufacturer  of  Woodbury, 
and  a  representative  citizen,  respected 
alike  for  his  industry  and  integritj^,  may  be 
properl}'  placed  in  the  list  of  self-made  men, 
who.  through  their  own  unaided  effoirts, 
have  achieved  a  well  merited  success  in 
life. 

He  was  born  in  Hoboken,  New  Jersey, 
in  1865  and  moved  to  New  York  City  in 
1874  where  he  resided  until  December,  IQ0_'. 
at  which  time  he  became  a  resident  and 
citizen  of  Woodbury.  Hils  education  began 
at  the  early  age  of  five  in  a  German 
I.,utheran  school  in  Hoboken,  followed  by 
a  couple  of  years'  training  in  the  New  York 
Public  schools,  after  which  two  years  were 
spent  in  a  French  academy.  He  then  went 
to  the  Columbia  Grammar  school  graduating 
at  the  end  of  three  years  and  entering 
Columbia  College,  where  he  completed  a 
four  years'  Academic  course,  receiving  his 
A.  B.  at  the  age  of  twenty. 

In  1902  he  purchased  a  controlling  interest  in  the  American  Shear  and 
Knife  Company  of  Hotchkissville,  Connecticut,  and  is  now  President  and  Treas- 
urer of  this  concern.  As  the  presiding  genius  of  this  concern  he  has  proved 
himself  of  moire  than  ordinary  capacity,  having  kept  his  shop  running  more 
steadily  during  the  late  depression  than  perhaps  any  other  like  industry  in  the 
country. 


CHARLL5   D.   BURNL5 

/jTHARLES  D.  BURNES,  whose  life's 
^  story  is  one  of  perseverance  .and 
hard  work,  thrift,  energ}^  and  honesty 
which  it  would  be  well  for  the  present 
generation  to  emulate  and  study,  wa-5  born 
August  4,  1871  in  Berlin,  Connecticut.  He 
attended  Wesleyan  University  two  years  in 
the  class  of  i8q2,  was  graduated  from  Yale 
Law  .School  in  the  class  of  1893  and  was 
admitted  to  the  Bar  the  same  year,  and 
immediately  began  to  practice  at  South 
Norwalk.  He  is  Representative  from 
Greenwich  in  the  General  Assembly  and  is 
Chairman  of  the  Judiciary  Committee.  Pie 
is  a  Republican  in  politics,  is  Judge  of  the 
Borough  Court,  has  been  Chairman  of  'he 
High  School  Committee  and  Clerk  of  the 
School   District. 

His  elevation  to  these  positions  of 
responsibility  attest  the  deservedly  high  esteem  in  which  he  is  held  by  his  fellow 
citizens,  because  of  his  recognized  intellectual  ability  and  moral  worth.  A 
man  of  keen  perception  and  unbotmded  enterprise,  his  success  in  life  is  due 
entirely  to  his  own  efforts  and  he  deserves  prominent  mention  among  the  leading 
representative  cit'zens  of  the  State. 


DLNNI5  A.  BLAKL5LLL 


/jjHHRE  are  few  men  more  worthy  of  representation  in  a  work  of  this  kind 
than  the  subject  of  this  biographj',  who  is  State  Senator  from  the  Ninth 
District. 

Senator  Blakeslee  was  borrr  March  nth,  1856,  in  New  Haven,  Conn...  and 
was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  that  city.  His  political  support  is  always 
given  to  the  Republican  party,  and  he  served  his  city  as  councilman  in  1881 
and  1882,  and  as  Fire  Commissioner  from  1887  to  1893.  He  also  served  twenty- 
five  3'ears  with  the  second  company  of  Governor's  Horse  Guards,  and  was  in 
command  for  eight  years.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  a 
director  in  the  ).Iechanics  Bank,  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  the  Seymour 
Company  and  director  in  the  Security  Insurance  Company. 

Senator  Blakeslee  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  pushing  and  energetic  business 
men  of  New  Haven,  being  a  large  and  very  successful  contractor.  Integrity, 
activity  and  energy  have  been  the  crowning  points  of  his  success  in  life,  and 
his  connection  with  various  business  enterprises  and  industries  has  been  a 
decided  advantage  to  New  Haven,  promoting  its  material  welfare  in  no  uncertain 
manner,  and  his  honorable,  upright  life  commends  him  to  the  confidence  and 
esteem  of  all  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact,  in  cither  his  business,  or  social 
relations. 


LDWARD   W.   HOOKER 


JtJORTUNATE  is  he  who  has  back  of 

r^ '  him  an  ancestry  honorable  and  dis- 
tinguished, and  happy  is  he  if  his 
lines  of  life  are  cast  in  harmony  therewith. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  blessed  in  this 
respect,  for  he  springs  from  a  prominent 
family,  and  is  to-day  one  of  the  best  known 
and  most  influential  citizens  of  Hartford, 
of   which   city  he   is   at   present   Mayor. 

He  was  born  October  19,  1865,  in 
Hartford,  Connecticut  and  is  a  descendant 
from  the  Rev.  Thomas  Hooker,  the  first 
settler  of  the  city,  and  William  Williams, 
one  of  the  signers  of  the  Declaration  of 
Independence.  Mayor  Hooker  has  always 
lived  in  Hartford,  and  is  a  graduate  of  the 
Hartford  Public  High  School.  He  then 
went  to  work  in  the  mill  of  the  Broad 
Brook  Co.,  of  which  his  father  was  Treas- 
urer and  General  Manager  for  forty  years. 
He  was  connected  with  this  business  for 
ten  years,  after  which  he  was  Secretary 
and  Treasurer  of  the  Perkins  Electric  Switch  Manufacturing  Co..,  for  four  years, 
and  is  now  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Hooker  &  Penrose,  which  concdrn  donducts 
a  general  Fire  Insurance  business.  In  1896  he  represented  Hartford  in  the 
General  Assembly  and  was  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Banks.  He  was 
elected  Mayor  of  Hartford  in  April,  1908,  and  is  making  this  City  a  model 
Executive. 


^Jt 


WILLIAM   L.   HIGGIN5 

^ILLTAM  L.  HIGGINS,  whose  repu- 
tation as  a  Physician  and  Surgeon 
of  skill  and  experience  is  known  far 
beyond  the  limits  of  South  Coventry,  was 
born  March  8,  1867,  in  Chesterfield, 
^Massachusetts,  and  is  now  serving  the 
State  as  Senator  from  the  Thirty-Fifth 
District.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Committee 
on    Contingent   Expenses. 

His  genial  manners  and  courteous  ways, 
with  his  thorough  knowledge  of  medicine, 
have  won  him  many  friends  and  he  is 
regarded  as  one  of  the  most  successful 
Physicians  in  the  State.  Senator  Higgins 
has  had  the  honor  to  represent  his  town 
in  the  Legislature  for  three  conseteutive 
sessions,  twice  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives  and   once   in   the    Senate. 

He  is  an  Ex-Counselor  of  the  Con- 
necticut Medical  Society,  of  which  he  was 
formerly  President,  a  member  and  Ex-President  of  the  Tolland  County  Medical 
Association,  a  member  and  Trustee  of  the  First  Congregational  Church,  President 
of  the  South  Coventry  Lake  Association  and  an  Incorporator  of  the  South 
Coventry   Water   Supply   Company. 


ALBERT  F.  ROCKWLLL 


/fTHE  prosperity  of  any  community  depends  upon  its  business  activity  and 
^  the  enterprise  manifested  in  commercial  and  industrial  circles,  as  the 
foundation  upon  which  is  built  all  material  welfare  of  Town,  State  and 
Nation.  The  most  important  factors  in  public  life  at  the  present  day  are 
therefore  men  who  are  in  control  of  successful  business  interests,  and  such  a 
one  is  Albert  F.  Rockwell,  whose  attention  is  principally  given  ro  manufacturing. 
Our  subjeict  was  born  April  8,  1868,  at  WoodhuU,  N.  Y.,  and  is  the  so'n 
of  Leander  and  Fideli  (Locke)  Rockwell.  He  came  to  Connecticut  in  1880, 
and  founded  the  New  Departure  Manufacturing  Company,  w'ith  factories  in 
Bristol  and  Berlin,  Germany,  of  which  company  lie  is  the  president  at  the 
present  time.  Mr.  Rockwell's  political  support  is  given  to  the  Republican  party, 
and  in  his  community  he  ranks  among  its  most  honored  counsellors.  He  has 
been  called  upon  to  represent  his  town  for  two  consecutive  terms  in  the  State 
Legislature,  and  is  a  present  member,  being  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Legislative  Expenses,  and  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Appropriations;  he  is  a 
director  of  the  Bristol  National  Bank  and  belongs  :to  the  Masonic  Order, 
Knights  of  Pythias,  and  Elks. 

He  is  widely  known  and  wherever  known,  most  highly  respected.  His 
sterling  character,  sound  business  judgment  and  public  support  commend  him 
warmly  to  all. 


CON5LRVATI5M   VLR5U5   RADICALISM 

By    HARRY  L.  BACK  (Former  Labor  Commissioner.) 

rttONSERVATlSM  is  a  quality  which  most  men  take  a  pride  in  claiming. 
>J^  Its  opposite  is  radicalism,  and  even  those  who  call  themselves  radicals 
are  in  constant  fear  of  being  considered  such  extremists  as  to  be  unworthy 
of  confidence  or  trust.  Probably  neither  absolute  conservatism  nor  complete 
radicalism  ever  by  itself  accomplished  much  for  the  advancement  of  humanity. 
It  is  in  a  reasonable  combination  of  the  two  that  benefit  and  advancement  are 
realized. 

Absolute  Conservatism  is  hostility  to  any  change  whatever— its  real  aim 
being  to  hold  fast  to  things  as  they  are.  It  goes  without  saying  that  a  policy 
which  strives  to  preserve  what  is  established  and  to  oppo'se  any  change  would 
never  advance  the  race.  Such,  however,  is  pure  conservatism.  Probably  those 
who  call  themselves  conservatives  would  deny  that  they  are  antagonists  to  any 
change  and  to  breaking  away  from  existing  conditions,  but  if  they  are  otherwise, 
theirs  is  no  true  conservatism. 

The  political  element  that  has  been  mostly  triumphant  in  the  history  of 
this  country  and  which  has  brought  the  greatest  prosperity  and  material 
advancement  and  development  in  America,  and  which  is  in  control  to-day,  is 
the  element  following  the  principles  laid  down  by  Hamilton  and  his  followers 
over  one  hundred  years  ago,  and  for  its  chief  cornerstone,  it  claims  conservatism. 
It  is  not  and  has  not  been,  however,  purely  conservative,  else  no  advance  or 
change  for  the  better  could  have  been  made. 

The  opposite  of  conservatism,  radicalism,  has  never  directly  accomplished 
any  considerable  results  in  this  country.  When  the  advocates  of  extreme 
measures  irr  reform  have  been  entrusted  with  power,  the  leaders  in  commercial, 
industrial,  and  financial  circles  have  so  far  lost  confidence  in  the  dominant 
faction  that  ihey  have  not  dared  hazard  anything  irr  their  undertakings.  The 
result  always  has  been,  therefore,  that  business  contracted,  individuals  have  lost 
employment,  and  many  of  those  who  had  supported  radicalism  have,  at  the 
first  opportunity  after  its  triumph,  deserted  it  to  bring  in  a  regime  of  confidence, 
that  business  might  expand  and  opportunities  for  work  be  open  for  all. 

Hence  k  must  be  said  that  radicalism  never  directly  has  accomplished 
much  of  itself.  It  is  by  conservatism  as  changed  and  aroused  from  its  lethargy 
by  radicalism,  that  advance  has  been  made,  but  scarcely  ever  by  radicalism 
as  curbed  by  conservatism.  The  reasons  why  conservatism  has  deserted 
established  conditions  and  adopted  new  things  are  many — often  to  gain  popular 
support,  to  weaken  its  opponent,  to  gain  relief  from  existing  burdens,  to  meet 
new  conditions   and  for  various  other  causes. 

Organized  labor  does  not,  as  a  whole,  follow  the  radicals  in  this  country. 
If  it  did,  undoubtedly,  it  never  would  accomplish  as  much  as  it  now  has  gained 
— it  would  over-reach  itself  and  bring  disaster  to  its  own  ranks  land  to'  others. 
The  great  radical  of  national  character  and  influence  in  American  history  has 
been  William  Jennings  Bryan,  and  had  he  received  the  unanimous  support  of 
organized  labor  during  either  one  of  the  campaigns  in  which  he  was  a 
presidential  candidate,  without  question  he  would  have  been  elected  president. 
Here  is  proof  for  the  assertion  that  organized  labor  does  not  unanimousl.v 
embrace  radicalism. 

The  most  profitable  and  most  sxiccessful  course,  then,  to  pursue,  whether 
in  business  relations,  in  the  social  world,  or  in  political  activity,  for  organized 
labor,  or  others,  is  not  the  policy  of  pure  conservati'sm,  for,  as  has  been  seen, 
in  that  there  is  no  advance,  no  change;  nor  is  it  the  scheme  of  absolut; 
radicalism,  for  in  that  there  are  reforms  and  changes  so  extreme  as  to  repel 
that  public  confidence  which  is  always  necessary  to  success.  The  advantageous 
course  is  to  cling  to  that  which  works  well,  not  to  change  for  the  sake  of 
change  or  to  try  an  experiment  beautiful  in  theory  but  doubtful  in  its  results. 
In  other  words,  in  view  of  human  experience,  it  is  better  to  keep  up  the 
conservative  side  of  the  "mean  line'"  drawn  between  conservatism  and 
radicalism,  breaking  away  from  conservatism  far  enough  to  leave  behind  existing 
conditions  that  are  not  productive  of  good  and  to  adopt  changes  actually 
needed,  always  remembering  that  conservatism  is  reasonably  safe  although  it 
may   not   be   progressive. 


DANILL  5.  BR1N5MADL 


J^UCCESS  in  any  line  of  effort  is  not 

^^  won  without  strenuous  endeavor,  and 
if  one  were  to  search  for  the  secret 
of  the  marked  prosperity  of  this  well  known 
resident  of  Shelton,  the  answer  would  be 
found  in  his  untiring  attention  to  the  details 
of  his  work.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
is  State  Senator  from  the  25th  _  District, 
and  is  a  member  of  the  Committees  on 
Education,  New  Counties  and  County  Seats, 
and  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Shell 
Fisheries. 

Senator  Brinsmade  was  born  February 
17,  1845,  in  Trumbull,  Connecticut,  and 
received  his  early  education  at  the  publ'c 
schools  and  the  Gunnery  School  at  Wash- 
mgton.  He  later  graduated  from  the 
Scientific  Department  at  Yale  Coillege, 
having  taken  the  Engineers'  Course.  In 
1870  he  was  made  Chief  Engineer  of  the 
Housatonic  Water  Co.  He  is  Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Home  Trust  Co.,  a  Director 
of  the  Birmingham  National  Bank,  and  also  in  several  manufactur'ng  companies. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  a  Republican  in  politics  and  one 
of  the  most  succdssful  Civil  Engineers  of  the  State.  A  man  of  high 
character  and  unvaried  integrit)-,  the  success  that  he  has  achieved  in  life  i<; 
justly  merited,  as   is   also  the   respect   so   freely  accorded  him  by   his   associates. 


v^J^ 


ALBLRT  W.  PHILLIPS 


/iTHERE  is  particular  satisfaction  in 
^  reverting  to  the  life  history  of  the 
honored  and  venerable  gentleman 
whose  name  introduces  this  review.  He 
has  for  many  years  been  a  successful 
physician  of  Derby,  and  is  at  present  State 
Senator  from  the  Seventeenth  District. 
Senator  Phillips  was  born  July  26,  1838, 
at  iNIarcellus,  Onondaga  County,  New  York. 
Dr.  Phillips  is  Senate  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Public  Health  and  Safety 
and  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Con- 
stitutional Amendments.,  He  is  a  veteran 
of  the  Civil  War  and  was  Surgeon-General 
on  the  staff  of  the  late  Governor  Cooke. 
He  was  Burgess  of  his  adopted  town  for 
nine  years,  and  was  Mayor  from  190 1  to 
IQO.^.  He  is  past  comtnander  of  Kcllog 
Post  No.  26,  G.  A.  R.,  and  has  been 
Registrar  of  Vital  Statistics.  He  is  a 
trustee  of  the  Derby  Hospitnl,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Army  and  Navy  Club,  and  of 
the  University  Club.  He  has  been  Commiissioner  of  the  Litchfield  County  Home 
since  1903  and  is  a  director  of  the  Derby  Gas  Company  and  the  Derby  Savings 
Bank.  He  is  very  prominent  fraternally.  Those  who  know  him  best  are 
numbered  among  his  warmest  friends,,  and  no  citizen  of  Derby  is  more  honored 
or   highly    respected. 


J05LPH   F.  51LLIMAN 


'HILE  niaiw  people  are  devoting  their 
entire  life  and  energies  to  accumulating 
vast  fortunes  by  sellish  and  unscrupu- 
lous means,  there  is  nothing  more  w^orthy  of 
praise  than  the  quiet  and  steady  pursuit  of 
some  honest  calling,  and  the  determined 
exercise  of  industr\-,  economy,  and  sagacity 
which  enable  a  man  to  acquire  a  home  and 
competence. 

The  subject  of  this  biography.  Senator 
from  the  Twenty-sixth  District,  ancl  a  pros- 
perons  contractor  of  New  Canaan,  is  r  man! 
who,  through  his  own  well  directed '  efforts, 
has  secured  a  competence  without  the  sacrifice 
of   principles. 

Senator  Silliman  was  born  February  7. 
1840,  in  New  Canaan.  Conn.,  and  is  a 
descendant  of  one  of  the  oldest  families  of 
the  State.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republic m  and 
is  a  member  of  three  Senate  Committees, 
Public  Health  and  Safety,  Sale  of  L^uids,  and 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Woman's 
Suffrage.  He  belongs  to  the  .American  Mechau'ics  and  has  been  Justice  of  the 
Peace  for  nearly  forty  years:  he  has  also  been  Selectman  a  number  of  times. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  has  been  clerk  of  the 
church  for  thirty  years.  He  is  libera!  in  his  church  views  and  is  a  man  of 
good  judgment  ami   sound   business   sense. 


->5..i« 


JOHN    H.  COURTNLY 


I 


|OH,N  H.  COURTNEY,  a  welhkown 
General  Merchant  of  New  Haven,  is 
a  man  whose  sound  common  sense, 
and  vigorous,  able  management  of  his 
affairs  have  been  important  factors  in' 
his  success,  and  with  his  undoubted  integ- 
rity of  character,  has  given  him  an 
lionorable  position  among  his  fellowmcn. 
He  is  Democratic  Senator  from  the  Tenth 
District,  and  is  Chair'man  of  the  Committee 
on   Federal   Relations. 

Senator  Courtney  was  born,  1866,  in  New 
Haven,  Connecticut.  Starting  as  a  poor  boy, 
lie  has  finally  becom;^  a  highly  successful 
merchant.  He  has  established  a  name  and 
a  character  above  question,  and  always 
evincing  a  commendable  interest  in  the 
public  welfare,  he  has  won  that  competence 
which  his  active  mind,  his  industrious 
habits,  and  his  sterling  principles  made 
doubh'   sure. 

Success  is  not  measured  b.v  the  heights 
which,  made,  one  may  chance  to  occupy,  but  by  the  disposition  applied  in  the 
starting  out  toward  the  height  he  has  reached;  therefore.  Senator  Courtney  has 
gained  a  most  brilliant  success— a  just  reward  of  meritorious,  honorable  effort, 
which  commands  the  respect  and  admiration  of  all. 


BENJAMIN    MYRRICK    DL5  JARDIN5 

/jT  ONNECTICUT    has    reasoir    to    be    proud    of    many    of    its    citizens,    and 

^^  there   are    few   that   have    climbed   the    ladder    of    fame   higher    than    Mr. 
Des   Jardins,   an   in-vent've   genius   known   throughout   the'   entire   co■untr3^ 
He   was    born   October    lo,    1858,    in    Tyre,    Michigan,    in    a    pioneer's    home,    his 
early   education   being  obtained   from   his   mother   and   elder   sisters. 

At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  successfully  undertook  to  earn  his  way  through 
college,  doing  th's  largely  by  working  for  various  newspapers  and  it  was  during 
this  employment  that  he  first  noticed  the  slow  method  then  in  vogue  of  setting 
type.  It  suggested  th'e  idea  to  him  that  properly  devised  machinery  might  relieve 
the  worn  craftsman  of  a  large  part  of  the  strain  he  was  compelled  to  endure 
and  thereby  give  him  greater  facilities  for  self-advan-cement.  He  set  to  work 
upon  the  invention  to  make  this  possible  and  with  many  setbacks,  trials  and 
disappointments  he  completed  the  wonderful  invention  which  is  now  known  all 
over  the  civilized  world. 

His  work  on  mechanical  computing  devices  began  in  the  early  eighties,  when 
his  invention  of  type  handling  mechanisms  required  a  machine  calculation  to 
automatically  determine  the  sizes  of  spaces  for  justifying  the  type.  Since  then 
he  has  done  efficient  work  along  new  lines  of  adding  and  subtracting  devices, 
especially  on  typewriter  adding  machines,  of  which  he  has  patented  a  number  of 
inventions,  and  developed  several  models.  His  typewriter  displacement  of  char- 
acters for  government  secret  communication  is  infinitely  beyond  any  other  at- 
tempt at  cryptograph  machines,  and  his  work  along  the  lines  of  multiplication  and 
division  has  placed  these  hitherto  unyielding  mechanical  problems,  among  the 
complete  triumphs  of  his  age.  He  has  now  made  the  most  difficult  of  all,  the 
multiplication  machine  which  has  occupied  his  attention  during  the  past  ten 
years,  the   simpliest   of   the   computing   devices. 

In  earlier  years  Mr.  Des  Jardins  permitted  many  of  the  well  known  details 
of  construction  to  be  worked  out  by  others,  while  he  was  absorbed  on  the  more 
important  problems  of  invention,  but  the  weak  points  of  his  machines  invariably 
developed  where  he  had  not  given  careful  personal  attention  to  minor  details ; 
so  that  a  late  rule  of  all  his  work  has  been  unyielding  and  persistent  attention 
to  the  most  minute  feature  of  structure,  being  thoroughly  convinced  by  hard  ex- 
perience that  the  little  things  bear  the  most  important  relation  to  the  tinal  ac- 
complishment of  the  greater  enterprises. 

He  has  gone  into  the  patent  problems  with  the  same  thoroughness,  having 
mastered  the  workings  of  patent  law  as  well  as  the  underlying  mechanical  ele- 
ments which  enter  into  the  structure  of  patent  claims ;  personally  building  the 
details  of  a  strong  defense  around  his  more  important  inventions. 

Mr.  Des  Jardins  lives  at  Buena  Yista,  West  Hartford,  where  he  has  a 
beautiful  residence  overlooking  the  Connecticut  Valley.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  West  Hartford  Baptist  Church  and  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday  School. 
Besides  being  an  exacting  builder  of  machines  he  has  freely  made  use  of  the 
powerful  imagination  which  makes  him  an  inventor,  in  the  more  gentle  walks 
of  life.  His  recreations  are  children's  parties  and  many  gatherings  of  these 
may  be  seen  in  h's  Buena  Vista  woods  during  sitmmer  afternoons.  He  is  a 
lover  of  wild  flowers  and  his  little  girls'  book,  "Wild  Flower  Poems,"  well 
expresses  many  of  the  things  which  occupies  his  mind  while  resting  from  his 
arduous  labors.  In  these  enLertainTnents  he  is  joined  by  his  wjfe,  who  is 
a   musician  of  recognized   ability. 

He  believes  in  all  processes  of  information  and  education  that  will  enable 
every  person  to  rightly  understand  he  is  a  fellow  helper,  whether  he  is  able 
to  do  little  or  much.  That  no  person  should  be  deprived  of  his  just  portion, 
and  that  all  labor  and  energy  should  be  carefully  conserved  and  used  where 
it  shall  count  for  the  most  in  the  hands  of  those  to  whom  the  earnings  properly 
belong. 


^■ 


EDWARD    L.   FULLER 

X  EXAAIPLE  of  perscrverance  and  determination  which  would  not  yield 
in  the  face  of  difficulties,  is  shown  in  the  life  of  Edward  E.  Fuller  of 
Tolland.  The  world  admires  the  man  whose  success  is  worthily  achieved  and  it 
is  refreshing  to  come  in  contact  with  one  who  unaided  gains  favor  and  prestige 
on  the  firing  line  of  business.  Such  a  man  is  Air.  Fuller.  From  his  boyhood  days 
he  improved  his  opportunities  until  to-day  he  is  one  of  the  most  promising  and 
prominent  business  men  of  Tolland  county.  He  was  born  May  13,  1853,  in  Tolland 
where  he  attended  the  district  schools,  later  completing  his  education  at  an  academy 
and  business  college. 

Mr.  Fuller,  as  a  Republican,  has  always  taken  an  active  interest  in  national 
and  state  politics  and  has  served  bis  town  as  a  member  of  the  School  Board  and  as 
Auditor.  In  1895  he  was  Senator  from  the  twenty-fourth  district,  and  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  House  of  Representatives,  .Session  of  iQoq,  he  was  Cha'rman  of  the 
Committee  on  Insurance  and  a  member  of  the   Sitate  Library   coinmittee. 

He  is  a  32nd  degree  Alason  and  a  member  of  the  IMystic  Shrine.  In  the  Ma- 
sonic order  he  has  held  man}'  offices  having  been  in  1902  Grand  Commander  of 
the  Knights  Templar  of  Connecticut ;  in  1905  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Council 
of  Connecticut  and  in  1908  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Connecticut  in 
which  capacity  he  laid  the  final  stone  of  the  Hartford  Bridge. 

He  is  Past  Noble  Grand  of  Rising  Star  Lodge,  No.  40,  I.  O.  O.  F.  of  Rockville, 
and  Past  Master  Workman  of  Rockville  Lodge,  No.  18,  A.  O.  U.  W.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution  and  a  veteran  of  the  Connecticiit 
National  Guard,  having  served  in  Company  K,  First  Regiment.  He  is  also  identi- 
fied  with   the   State   Grange. 

He   is    well   known    in   insurance   circles.     He   was   employed   as   clerk   by   the 
Aetna  Insurance   Companv  of  Hartford   for  ten  years  previous   to  his   connection 
with  the  Tolland  Cotmty  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company  of  which   he  was  Sec- 
retary for  a  number  of  years. 


FRANK  A.    WALLACE 

-^lY  AVING  a  definite  aim  iu  life  and  never  turning  into  side  paths  as  have 

jTj'r    so  many  accounts  for  the  great  success  of  Frank  Albert  \'V!allace,  manu- 

(Z        facturer,  of  Wallingford.     He  has   never  been   an  experimentalist  nor   in 

the  vernacular  of  the    day,  "a  side-liner."     He  set  out  to  master  the    manufacture 

of  silverware  and  has  mastered  it. 

Descended  from  James  Wallace,  who  went  from  Scotland  to  Ireland  and 
subseqtiently  to  Blanford,  Mass.,  in  the  colonial  days,  Mr.  Wallace  may  well  be 
proud  of  his  ancestry.  He  was  born  in  Wallingford,  September  23,  1857,  and  is, 
therefore,  52  years  old.  Robert  Wallace,  his  father,  was  the  pioneer  manufac- 
turer of  German  silver  in  this  country,  and  a  concern  which  he  started  for  the 
manufacture   of   flat    silverware   was   the    largest   in    the    world. 

Mr.  Wallace's  education  was  received  in  the  public  schools  and  long  before 
he  attained  h's  majority  he  entered  his  father's  employ.  At  that  time  the 
pioduct  of  ihc  llrm  was  exclusively  for  the  Meriden  Brittania  Company,  but  three 
years  later  it  took  on  larger  proportions  and  to-day  the  R.  Wallace  and  Son's 
ivlanufacturmg  Company  does  business  on  a  mighty  scale  having  salesrooms  in 
New  York,  the  West  and  London.  Since  i8g2  Mr.  Wallace  has  been  president 
of  the  company.  A  Republican  in  politics,  Mr.  Wallace  represented  Wallingford 
at  tlie  last  session  of  the  LegislatUTe.  He  was  chairman  of  the  School  Fund  com- 
mittee, and  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Banks,  Churchwise,  he  is  a 
Congregationalist .  He  is  a  member  of  the  Union  League  Club  of  New 
Haven,  and  his  favorite  pastimes  are  autoing  and  fishing.  He  was  married  in 
June,  1884,  to  Zula  Custer,  and  in  December,  1898,  he  married  his  second 
wife,  Sarah  Rose  Manning.  He  has  four  children,  Barbara  Manning,  Jean 
Atwater,  Floyd  and  Robert.  He  is  president  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Wal- 
lingford, a  director  in  the  New  Haven  County  Anti-Tuberculosis  Society,  and 
president  of  the  Wallace  Purchasing  Company. 


GEORGE    FRANKLIN    5MITH 


^ 


N  OLD  saying  is  that  experience  is 
a  great  teacher.  When  that  experi- 
ence comes  largely  through  travel  it  means 
that  one  has  been  well  taught.  George  Frank- 
lin Smith  of  Milford,  a  well-known  resident 
of  the  state  has  spent  fifteen  years  in  travel- 
ing about  the  United  States  and  is  a  most 
interesting  and  entertaining  man.  He  was 
born  in  Milford,  March  1,  1852,  and  is,  there- 
fore, 57  years  old.  After  leaving  the  public 
schools  he  pursued  a  course  of  special  study 
in  a  scientific  school.  For  six  years  he  was  an 
instructor  in  a  military  school  finally  becom- 
ing a  salesman.  He  is  at  present  a  special 
sales  agent  for  the  David  B.  Crockett  Com- 
pany of  Bridgeport.  Mr.  Smith  was  married 
to  Miss  Hattie  Barnett  September  1,  1880,  and 
they  have  six  children.  He  is  a  strong  Re- 
publican and  takes  a  keen  interest  in  politics. 
He  represented  Milford  in  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, session  of  1909,  and  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  committee  on  cities  and  boroughs. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Milford  Congregational  church  and  has  served  as  superin- 
tendent of  its  Sunday  School.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order  and  a 
director  of  the  Milford  Savings  Bank.  Throughout  the  state  Mr.  Smith  is  rec- 
ognized as  a  man  of  business  capacity,  sound  judgment  and  is  highly  respected. 


CHARLL5    K.    BU5H 
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^  HE  poet  has  told  how  dear  to  the 
heart  are  childhood's  scenes.  Once 
a  Connecticut  man,  always  a  Connecticut 
man,  is  the  rule  in  a  majority  of  cases. 
There's  a  charm  about  the  old  Nutmeg  state 
which  few  of  its  natives  can  resist,  and,  bet- 
ter than  that,  few  try  to.  One  of  Connecti- 
cut's most  loyal  citizens  is  Charles  Kimberly 
Bush  of  Orange.  Born  in  Milford,  May  17, 
1846,  he  has  resided  in  the  state  continuously 
with  the  exception  of  a  few  j^ears  in  the  early 
part  of  his  life  spent  in  Ohio.  His  parents, 
Kimberly  and  Charlotte  Bush,  provided  him 
with  a  good  education  and  in  1870  he  grad- 
uated from  the  Yale  Law  School.  He  was 
married  in  January,  1874  and  is  the  father 
of  six  children,  five  sons  and  a  daughter.  By 
reason  of  careful  training  and  conscientious 
study,  Mr.  Bush  is  an  able  lawyer.  At  one 
time  he  was  prosecuting  attorney  of  Orange. 
In  politics  he  is  a  Republican  and  loyal  to 
his  party's  interest.  As  a  member  of  the 
he  represented  the  tOiwn  of  Orange  in  the  late  session  of  Legislature  and 
creditably  on  the  judiciary  committee.  He  is  a  vestryman  of  the  Episcopal 
and  has  a  membership  in  the  orders  of  Masons  and  Knights  of  Pythias. 
,  Bush  has  always  led  an  exemplary  life — a  life  that  has  proved  an  inspira- 
his  fellow  townsmen.  In  the  vernacular  of  the  day,  he  has  worn  well  and 
know  him  unite  in  wishing  him  years  of  continued  usefulness. 


FRANK    J.   RICL 


•  ITHOUT    the    aid    of   a   questionable 

act  Frank  J.   Rice,   who  will  become 

mayor  of  New  Haven,January  i,  iQio, 
passed  through  a  ferociously  fought  campaign 
and  scored  a  victory.  His  has  been  a  re- 
markable career.  So  sudden  has  his  ad- 
vancement into  the  lime  light  of  politics 
been  that  some  of  the  college  town  people 
still  rub  their  eyes  in  wonderment.  How- 
ever, his  career,  meteoric  as  it  has  been, 
gives  force  to  the  confident  assertion  of 
all  who  know  him  that  he  will  do  his  duty 
well.  He  has  an  earnest,  kindly  face,  and 
has  shoAvn  great  strength  of  character  under 
severe   tests. 

He  was  born  at  Cheshire,  Conn.,  February 
5,  i86q,  the  son  of  Jesse  H.  and  Caroline 
Rice,  both  of  whom  have  lived  to  see  their 
son  so  highly  honored.  Mr.  Rice  after  at- 
tending the  public  schools  of  Cheshire,  went 
to  New  Haven,  took  a  course  in  the  Yale 
Business  College  and  belcame  bookkfceper 
for  H,  B.  Ives  &  Co.  On  accotmt  of  poor  health  he  returned  to  Cheshire  and 
for  a  year  was  in  the  grocery  business.  Returning  to  New  Haven  he  accepted 
a  position  as  trolley  conductor.  Finally  he  got  into  die  real  estate  business  suc- 
cessfully managing  big  realty  interests.  He  married  Miss  Charlotte  A.  Watrous, 
a  school  teacher  of  Clinton  and  they  have  two'  sons,  fourteen  and  twelve  years 
old.     Still  a  young  man  his  future  will  be  watched  with  interest. 


WARRLN    P.  BRISTOL 


31  MONO  the  many  histories  in  this 
r\  book  which  convey  the  lesson  of 
CT  self-help  none  show  a  more  sturdy 
and  courageous  effort  in  overcoming  ad- 
verse circumstances  than  the  following  brief 
record  of  one  of  the  enterprising  citizens  of 
Hartford.  Mr.  Bristol  was  born  April  21, 
1873,  in  Cheshire,  Connecticut,  and  is  a 
descendant  of  one  of  the  first  settlers  of 
that  town.  His  education  was  received  in 
the  public  schools  after  which  he  took  a 
course  of  study  at  the  Yale  Business  Col- 
lege, New  Haven.  On  April  21,  1896,  he 
was  married  to  Minna  N.  Gillette  and  they 
have  three  children,  Helen  D.,  born  May  17, 
1898;  Dorothy  N.,  born  February  15,  1902, 
and  Walter  M.,  born  July  19,  1907.  He  is 
general  manager  of  the  Hartford  System  of 
the  Connecticut  Company,  and  is  filling  this 
responsible  position  in  a  very  able  manner. 
Mr.  Bristol's  rise  has  been  due  ta  hard 
work,  as  at  the  early  age  of  eleven  he  was 
compelled  through  the  death  of  his  father  to  commence  life's  battle.  He  attends 
the  Protestant  F^piscopal  Church,  and  is  fraternally  a  member  of  the  L.  A. 
Thomas  Lodge,  No..  9,  I.  O.  O.  F.  of  Cheshire,  the  Masons  and  Elks.  He  has 
also  been  a  member  of  the  Governor's  Foot  Guard.  In  politics  he  is  true  tcf  the 
principles  of  the  Republican  party.  He  has  always  borne  a  reputation  for  honest 
dealing,  and  enjoys  the   respect  of  all  who  know  him. 


THOMAS    TURNBULL 


I 


HOMAS  TURNBULL,  the  well- 
known  and  popular  Secretary  of  the 
Hartford  Fire  Insurance  Company,  has  been 
connected  with  this  leading  company  since 
1876.  He  is  one  of  Hartford  County's  most 
valued  citizens  and  throughout  his  long  and 
successful  business  career  he  has  always  given 
his  support  to  enterprises  and  interests  which 
are  calculated  to  promote  the  general  welfare. 
While  he  had  a  limited  education  according 
to  present  standards,  his  native  abilities  en- 
abled him  to  make  his  way  to  the  honorable 
position  which  he  now  occupies.  Besides  be- 
ing one  of  the  most  successful  of  insurance 
men,  he  is  thoroughly  progressive  and  up  to 
date  as  a  citizen,  being  a  whole-souled,  good- 
natured  man,  and  none  can  boast  of  a  larger 
circle  of  warm-hearted  friends  than  he,  while 
as  a  useful  member  of  society  no  one  takes  a 
higher  rank.  The  Hartford  Fire  Insurance 
Company  has  been  exceedingly  fortunate  in 
securing  the  ablest  men  in  its  executive  de- 
partment and  Mr.  TurnbuU  is  one  of  them.  His  promotion  came  after  years  of 
faithful  service.  Few  can  claim  a  longer  term  of  service;  none  can  show  a  better 
record.  To  know  the  subject  of  this  sketch  is  to  like  him.  Hartford  is  distinctly 
an  insurance  city  and  it  is  safe  to  say  that  among  the  prominent  officials  no  one 
is  better  or  more  favorably  known  than  Mr.  TurnbuU.  What  better  tribute  could 
be  paid  a  man? 

EDWARD    V.  PRL5TON 

^iQJl'lTH  what  conscientious  fidehty,  with 
what  marked  ability,  with  what  high 
efficiency  the  administration  of  your 
Department  has  been  characterized  is 
stamped  on  every  page  of  the  annals  of  the 
Travelers    Insurance    Company." 

These  words  were  addressed  to  Major 
Edward  V.  Pre.ston  of  Hartford,  June  g, 
1905,  by  S.  F.  W'oodman  of  Boston  at  the 
former's  home  in  the  presence  of  a  large 
assemblage  on  the  40'th  annive,rsary  of 
his  service  with  the  company.  And  in- 
deed the  Major  has  a  record  of  which  he. 
may  weiU  be  proud,  an  unbroken  record  of 
sriccessful  development  of  an  undertaking 
which  would  have  been  regarded  b}^  many 
as  a  doubtful  experiment.  Now  his  services 
covers  over  forty-three  years  and  during 
all  but  the  first  two  years  he  has  been  gen- 
eral manager  of  agencies.  His  has  been  a 
remarkable  Ciircer.  In  the  wonderful  growth  of  the  company  he  has  had  no 
small  part.  He  was  born  in  Willington,  this  state,  June  i,  1837;  removed  to 
Hartford,  March  18,  1850;  received  a  common  school  education  and  then  clerked 
in  a  grocery  on  State  street.  Eventually  he  became  junior  member  of  the  firm 
of  Griswold,  Grifim  &  Co.  In  1861  he  was  commissioned  a  first  lieutenant  of 
the  Fifth  Connecticut  Infantry  and  went  with  it  to  Harpers  Ferry.  In  1863  he 
was  promoted  to  paymaster,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  with  rank  of  i\Iajor  and  served  in 
the  pay  department  until  the  close  of  the  war. 


LLWI5    5PLRRY 


ITH    nil   the    zeal   of   an   earnest    and 

energetic  nature     Lewis     Sperrv      of 

South  Windsor,  former  member  of 
Congress  and  a  prominent  lawyer  has  worked 
for  the  best  interests  of  town,  state  and 
county  for  years.  x-\s  a  commissioner  for 
the  Connecticut  River  Bridge  and  Highway 
District  since  June  28,  i8y5,  he  has  been 
prominently  identiiied  with  the  establishment 
of  the  new  Hartford  bridge  from  the  tmie 
action  was  taken  condemning  the  old  tou 
bridge  up  to  the  time  of  the  completion  of 
the  new  bridge.  Iin  February,  1905,  Mr. 
Sperry  went  to  Washington  and  succeeded 
in  having  a  bill  passed  abolish'ng  the  pro- 
posed steel  draw  in  the  bridge.  As  soon 
as  that  was  accomplished  the  plans  were 
changed  providing  the  all-stone  structure 
which  has  been  greatly  admired  by  thousands. 
He  was  born  at  East  Windsor  Hill,  Jan- 
uary .23,  1848,  his  parenlts  being  Daniel 
Gilbert  and  Harriet  Frances  ( Pelton ) 
Sperry.  He  graduated  fiom  Monson  Academy  in  1869  and  Amherst  College 
in  1S73.  Entering  the  law  office  of  Waldo,  Hubbard  &  Hyde  of  Hartford  he 
was  educated  to  the  bar  in  March,  1875.  He  represented  his  town  in  the 
Leg-ialature  in  1876.  In  1856  the  firm  of  Sperry,  McLean  &  Brainard  was 
founded,  Mr,  McLean  afterwards  serving  the  state  with  distinction  as  Governor. 
Mr.  SperTy  was  a  member  of  Congress,  representing  ihe  Hartford  district 
from  March,   1890,  to  Llarch,   1895.     He  has   appeared   in  many   important  cases. 

JUDGL    RALPH    WHLLLLR 

3F  a  list  were  compiled  of  the  notable 
men  who  began  life  on  a  farm  it  is 
safe  to  say  that  it  would  be  longer 
than  one  embracing  any  other  calling.  The 
stern  necessities  of  a  labonous  lot,  duly 
appreciated,  have  plunged  m.any  boys  into 
study  and  sent  them  out  into  the  world  ta 
become  men  of  mark.  A  strilcng  illustra- 
tion of  what  a  boy  from  the  farm  can  do 
is  found  in  the  life  of  Ralph  Wheelejr  of 
Nev/  London,'  associate  judge  of  the 
Superior  Court.  He  was  born  at  Stonington. 
May  14,  1843,  his  parents  being  Hiram  W. 
and  Mar}'  B.  Wheeler.  His  ancestors  set- 
tled in  Stonington  among  the  first  comers 
in  1654.  The  family  line  included  many 
who  were  prominent  in  the  history  of  the 
Colony.  While  at  home  upon  his  father's 
farm  he  prepared  himself  for  college  enter- 
ing Yale  .at  the  age  of  17  years  and  grad- 
uating with  the  class  of  1864.  In  June,  1867, 
he  was  admitted  to'  the  bar  of  New  London 
County.  One  year  later  he  v-as  elected  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Education  of 
New  London.  In  i860  he  was  a  member  of  the  Court  of  Common  Cotmcil. 
During  the  year  Charles  R.  Ingersoll  and  Richard  D.  Hubbard  were  elected 
Governors  he  was  a  member  of  the  Democratic  State  Committee.  In  1874  he 
was  elected  Senator  from  the  old  Seventh  District.  For  several  years  he  was 
city  attorney  of  New  London  and  was  maj-or  of  the  o'tv  in  1891-1893.  Hiis  first 
appointment  to  the  bench  was  in  March,  1893,  and  he  has  presided  continuously 
since. 


^icu;  ^u>rf/u^<nfl^ 


CHARLL5   LDWARD  PRIOR,  JR. 

R.  CHARLES  EDWARD  PRIOR,  Jr.,  was  born  Dec.  28,  1875,  in  Jewett 
City,  Conn.,  the  son  of  Charles  Edward  and  Mary  E.  Campbell  Prior.  His 
early  education  was  obtained  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  town,  where  he  lived 
until  he  was  twenty  years  of  age.  After  being  for  sometime  connected  wth  the 
Jewetc  City  Savmgs  Bank,  he  came  to  Hartford  and  entered  the  employ  of  the 
Security  Company  in  March  1895,  holding  minor  positions  for  four  years  until 
he  was  made  Teller,  and  in  February  1903  was  appointed  Assistant  Treasurer, 
winch  position  he  now  holds. 

Mr.    Prior  began  his  career  as  a  choir  singer  at  the   Fourth   Congregational 
Church  in  1895,  and  has  since  been  connected  with  Hartford  Choirs  without  inter- 
ruption.    For  four  years  he  sang  at  the  Asylum  Avenue  Baptist  Church,  resigning 
to  go  to  'the  Center  Congregational  Church  where  he  remained    until  1905.    After 
one  year  at  the  Asylum    Hill   Congregational   Church   he  returned  to   the   Center 
Church  and  has  since  been  connected  with  the  choir  of  that     historic  Church.  Mr. 
Prior  has  sung  in  many  oratorios  and      concerts  given  during  the  last  few  years 
in  Hartford  and  vicinity,  and  has  repeatedly  sung  the  tenor  part  in  The  Messiah, 
Elijah,  Creation,  etc. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Asylum  Avenue  Baptist  Church,  Treasurer  of  the  Con- 
necticut Bible  Society  and  a  member  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Choral 
Club  of  Hartford.  On  June  3,  1902  he  married  Miss  Ida  Norton  Wilcox,  and  they 
have  a  son,  Allen  Wilcox  Prior,  born  January  25,  1904. 

Mr.    Prior  has  a  decided  fondness   for  scientific  and  mechanical    experiment    and 
spends  considerable  of  his  leisure  in  work  of  that  kind.    To  him  belongs  the  dis- 
tinction  of  first   photographing   Hartford   with   a   camera    suspended    from   kites, 
and   he   has   an   interesting  collection   of   pictures   obtained   in   that   way. 


EDWARD    P.    TRACY 


.>-DWARD  P.  TRACY,  Manager  of 
(fj  the  Tracy  General  Contracting  Com- 
pany, leading  contractors  of  Derby, 
is  a  substantial  businessman  and  respected 
citizen.  He  was  born  April  15,  1862,  in 
Seymour,  Connecticut,  and  is  the  son  of 
Patrick  and  ?\lary  Tracj'.  He  is  a  graduate 
of  the  Derby  High  School  and  has  spent 
the  greater  part  of  his  life  in  Derby,  with 
the  exception  of  five  j^ears  spent  in  the 
South  and  West. 

Mr.  Tracy  is  representing  his  town  in 
the  Legislature,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Putnam  Memorial  Camp  Committee,  He  is 
a  member  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church, 
a  Democrat  in  politics,  a  member  of  the 
Elks,  Knights  of  Columbus  and  A.   O.  H. 

Mr.  Tracy  is  highly  esteemed  by  his 
townspeople.  His  frankness  of  manner 
appeals  to  everybo'dy.  Such  a  man  is  not 
hard  to  understand  and  in  the  long  run  is 
•the  better  liked.  What  he  says  he  means, 
and  what  he  means  is  always  for  the  right.  By  observing  the  Golden  Rule  to 
the  letter  he  has  made  his  presence  felt  in  the  business  and  political  life  of  Derby. 
His  friends  declare  that  his  word  is  as  good  as  his  bond  and  that  they  wiil 
support  him  in  any  future  aspiration.  The  name  of  Edward  P.  Tracy  is  synon- 
omous  with  everything  that  is  uplifting. 


J05LPH    P.    COLWLLL 


^OSEPH  P.  COLWELL,  an  honored 
^  resident  of  Derby,  has  been  promi- 
C^  nent  in  public  and  commercial  circles 
in  the  State  of  Connecticut  for  many 
years,  and  throughout  his  long  and  active 
career  has  maintained  an  unblemished  repu- 
tation as  an  upright  and  public  spirited  man, 
worthy  of  the  confidence  and  esteem  which 
has  been  so  freely  given  him.  Cordial  in 
manner,  courteous  and  obliging  he  is  highly 
valued  as  a  citizen.  He  has  always  taken 
a  keen  int&rest  in  affairs  of  the  town  and  his 
opinion  is  often  sought.  He  has  quite  as 
many  friends  among  the  Republican  element 
as  he  has  in  his  own  party,  which  is  proved 
by  the  large  votes  he  has  polled  at  election 
time. 

He  was  born  in  1845  in  Hartford,  Conn., 
and  received  his  education  in  the  to'wn  of 
Suffield.  He  is  a  Democrat  in  politics  and 
is  representing  his  town  in  the  General 
Assembly,  being  a  member  of  the  Committee 
on  the  Sale  of  Lands.  He  has  been  Fire  Chief  and  Street  Commissioner  of  the 
city  of  Derby.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Cathol'c  Church,  and  a  member  of  the 
E^lks,  Eagles,  Foresiteii's  and  A.  O.  H.  He  is  a  very  successful  undertaker  and 
his  business  has  brought  him  substantial  returns,  enabling  him  to  accumulate  a 
fme  competence  and  as  a  self-made  man  he  may  well  take  satisfaction  in  his  high 
standing  as  a  citizen. 


JOHN    H.    FI5H 


^OHN    H.    FISH,    Democratic    Repre- 

Jl    sentative  from  Newington,  was  born 

CZ  March  4th,  1850,  in  Bloomtield, 
Connecticut,  and  is  the  son  of  Samuel  and 
Emeline  (Webster)  Fish.  He  was  edu- 
cated in  the  public  schools  of  Bloomhdd 
where  the  first  eighteen  years  of  his  life 
were  spent  and  in  West  Hartford  where 
five  years  of  his  hfe  were  spent. 

He  has  been  engaged  in  the  meat  and 
grocery  business  in  Newington  since  1868 
and  has  also  been  engaged  in  the  coal 
business   for  thirty-three  years. 

Mr.  Fish  has  the  confidence  of  his 
townsmen  and  of  all  who  know  him,  to  such 
an  extent  that  he  could  undoubtedly  have  if 
he  so  desired  any  office  which  they  could 
give  him. 

He  is  a  Democrat  in  politics  and  laas 
been  first  selectman  of  his  town  most  of 
the  time  for  twenty-two  years.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  iHouse  in  1897,  and  is 
at  present  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Federal  Relations..  He  belongs  to 
the  Congregational  Church  and  is  a  member  of  the  Societies  Committee.  He 
is  a  very  progressive  man,  wide  awake  and  up  to  date,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
the  high  standing  of  the  Fish  name  -will,  through  his  children,  pass  on  for 
many  generations  to  come. 


FREDLRICK    W.    GOODRICH 


3' 


"SI  T  is  a  noticeable  fact  that  a  big 
majority  of  the  old  settlers  in  Con- 
necticut have  proved  valuable  citi- 
zens and  met  with  some  share  of  prosperity. 
A  sturdy  New  Englander  is  recognized  the 
world  over  and  a  residence  there  is  as  good 
a  credential  as  can  be  offered  From  the 
day  of  his  birth,  April  23,  1848,  Frederick 
Wells  Goodrich  of  Portland  has  been  a 
Connecticut  man  and  it  is  safe  to  say  that 
no  one  in  Middlesex  County  is  better  known 
or  more  highly  esteemed.  He  was  born  in 
Wethersfield  the  son  of  Joshua  and  Mary 
(Welles)  Goodrich.  His  education  was  re- 
ceived in  the  nublic  schools  of  that  town 
and  at  Williston  Seminary,  Mass.  He  re- 
mained in  Wethersfield  until  he  attained  his 
majority.  On  December  31,  1874,  he  was 
joined  liii  marriage  to  Ella  L.  Wells,  and 
by  that  union  there  were  three  children, 
Nellie  L.,  born  July  5,  1876;  Herbert  W., 
born  June  6,  1880,  and  Freder*ick,  born  May 
8,  1882.  The  best  part  of  his  life  has  been  devoted  to  the  growing  and  packing 
of  tobacco.  He  is  vice-president  iof  the  Middletown  Coal  Com.pany.  iHe  is  a 
member  of  the  Congregational  church,  Portland,  and  a  Republican  in  politics. 
For  years  he  was  a  member  of  the  Governor's  Horse  Guard.  His  watchword 
is  "iDuty"  and  to  that  end  he  has  been  active  in  trying  to  bring  tax  dodgfers 
in  his  home  town  into'  court.  His  honesty  of  purpose  has  never  been  questioned 
and  he  is  a  model  citizen. 


WALTER  5.  HA5TING5 


-^ALTER      S.      HASTINGS,      present 

^j|||j.  Representative  from  Windsor  to  the 
Legislature,  is  one  of  the  most  en- 
terprising citizens  of  his  town,  and  has 
been  a  leading  Agricuhurist  of  this  part  of 
Hartford  County  since  his  removal  here  in 
1899.  He  v^'as  born  September  23,  1877,  m 
Hartford,  Connecticut,  the  son  of  Willard 
D._  and  Anna  (Smith)  Hastings,  and  re- 
ceived his  education  at  the  Second  North  ami 
High  schools  of  that  city.  ?Ie  served  his  time 
as  a  machinist  at  the  Hartford  Machine 
Screv/  Co.,  and  at  the  breaking  out  of  the 
Spanish  War  he  enlisted  in  Company  F, 
ist  Infantry,  C.  N.  G.,  in  which  Company 
he  served  during  the  war,  being  mustered 
out  at  Camp  Alger.  He  is  a  membe'r  of  the 
Odd  Fello-ws,  Windsor  Pish  and  Game  Club, 
Sons  of  Veterans,  Spanish  War  Veterans, 
Foresters  and  Windsor  Business  Men's  As- 
sociation. With  these  affiliations  his  lime  is 
pretty  well  taken  up.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Republican  and  a  strict  adherent  to  party  principles.  He  is  married  and  has  two 
children-— William  Alfred,  born  April  i,  1905,  and  Laura  Eleanor,  born  September 
19,  1907.  Mr.  Hastings  is  one  of  the  youngest  business  men  in  Windsor  and  is 
highly  esteemed.  No  one  takes  a  deeper  interest  in  affairs  of  the  town.  He  has 
held  several  minor  offices  and  his  advice  is  often  sought  in  connection  with  town 
affairs.     While  in  the  Legislature  he  served  as  clerk  of  the  Excise  Committee. 


FREDERICK  N.  MANR055 


JllREDERICK  N.  MANROSS,  for- 
(y  merly  a  Representative  in  the  State 
Legislature  from  the  town  of 
Bristol,  is  one  of  the  most  highly  esteemed 
residents  of  that  locality.  Mr.  Manross 
was  born  September  28,  1858,  in  Forest- 
ville,  Connecticut,  in  which  town  he  is> 
at  present  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
watch  and  clock  hair  springs,  and  has  built 
up    a    highly    successful    business. 

lie  was  a  member  of  the  General 
Assembly  for  two  consecutive  terms,  the 
first  term  being  a  member  of  the  Committee 
on  Fisheries  and  Game  and  the  second 
term  serving  on  the  Committee  on  Cities 
and    Boroughs. 

He      is      possessed      of      commendable 

public     spirit     and     reflect     credit     on     the 

community    which    has    honored    him    with 

office. 

He  is  a  man  of  pleasant  and  impressive  address,   in  whom  the  courtesies 

and  kindnesses  of  disposition  are  predominant ;  and  during  his  life-long  residence 

in  Plainville  he  has  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  his  employees  and  townsmen. 


AARON    JOHNSON 


/jTHREE     decades     back     Aaron     Johnson     of     Manchester     came     to     this 

country  from  Sweden,  a  joung  man  of  21  years  with  no  assets  save  a 

stout  heart.     In  the  lexicon  of  his  youth  there  was  no  such  word  as  fail.     There 

were  many  dil?iculties  in  the  early  days,  but  he  surmounted  them  all.     To-day  he 

is  one  of  the  leading  men  of  Manchester,  highly  respected  and  esteemed. 

He  was  born  in  Koinge,  province  of  Holland,  Sweden,  November  6,  1857.  His 
education  was  received  in  the  public  schools  of  Sweden  and  determinmg  to  better 
his  condition,  made  America  his  land  of  adoption.  He  located  in  Manchester  in 
1879,  entering  Cheney  Brothers'  silk  mill.  As  his  health  suffered  in  factory  work 
he  accepted  a  position  in  the  Cheney  Hotel,  remaining  a  year.  He  next  entered 
William  H.  Cheney's-  department  store  as  a  clerk  and  learned  every  branch  of  the 
business.  In  1894  he  established  his  own  business,  which  under  good  management 
has  continuously  expanded.  In  1903  he  was  appointed  a  member  of  the  Board 
of  Directors  of  Upsala  College  at  Kenilworth,  N.  J.,  and  in  1906  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  Lutheran  Orphanage  at  Avon,  Mass.  In  politics  Mr. 
Johnson  is  affiliated  with  the  Republican  party.  He  has  served  his  town  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  town  committee  and  grand  juror.  By  an  overwhelming  majority  he 
was  sent  to  the  Legislature,  last  session,  and  served  as  chairman  of  the  con.mittee 
on  Capitol  Furniture  and  Grounds.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  church.  On 
June  23,  1885,  he  was  married  to  Christine  Magnell  of  Manchester.  Their  union 
has  been  blest  with  six  children,  five  daughters  and  one  son. 


GLORGL    WAT50N    BEACH 

ui  EORGE  Watson  Beach  of  Saybrook  has  had  a  life  long  residence  in 
fla  Connecticut  and  has  an  extdndcd  acquaintance  throughout  the  State.  He 
was  born  in  Hartford,  February  i,  1858,  his  parents  being  J.  Watson  and 
Tcsephine  E.  (Coffmg)  Beach.  After  completing  his  studies  in  the  public 
schools  he  went  to  Trinity  College  in  the  class  of  1880,  and  left  in  his  junior  year. 
On  October  3,  1883,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Elizabeth  C.  Jarvis,  the  union 
being  blest  with  three  children:  Hart  Jarvis,  born  March  2.2,  i8qi  ;  George,  born 
August  5,  1892;  John  Samuel  Jarvis,  born  October  7.  189Q.  During  his  residence 
in  Hartford  Mr.  Beach  served  as  a  member  of  the  Common  Council.  Politically 
lie  is  a  Republican  and  loyal  to  his  party's  principles,  but  he  has  never  sought 
office.  He  is  a  vestryman  of  the  Episcopal  church.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
I.  K.  A.  Society  of  Trinity  College.  Throughout  hos  business  career  Mr.  Beach 
has  been  interested  in  manufacturing.  In  1879  he  was  with  Beach  &  Company ; 
in  1888  with  the  Beach  Manufacturing  Company,  in  1800  with  the  Beach_  & 
Treiber  Company.  Since  1905  he  has  been  connected  v:ith  the  Scandinavian 
Belting  Company.  He  has  a  beautiful  home  at  Cornfield  Point,  Saybrook.  In  his 
business  and  social  life  Mr.  Beach  is  very  highlv  esteemed. 


JAML5    LLTON 

^  ANNIES  S.  ELTON  is  entitled  to  distinction  as  one  of  the  most  progressive 

^    and  enterprising  business  men  of  Waterbury.     Upon  the  business  activity 

Cf    of    a    community    depend':     it's    prosperity,    and    among    the    men    now 

recognized  as  leading  citizens  are  those  at  the  head  of  important  and  extensive 

business    enterprises.      Mr.    Elton    is    a    man    of    great    capabilities    who    carries 

forward  to  successful   completion  whatever  he  undertakes. 

He  was  born  November  7,  1838  in  the  city  where  he  still  makes  his  home 
and  is  a  woiithy  representative  of  one  of  the  old  and  prominent  families  of 
Connecticut.  He  is  President  of  the  Waterbury  National  Bank,  and  has  been 
President  of  the  Waterbury  Brass  Co.  since  1874.  He  is  also  a  Director  in 
the  N.  Y.,  N.  H.  &  H.  R.  R.,  American  Brass  Co.,  Coe  Brass  Manufacturing 
Co.,  Benedict  &  Burnham  Manufacturing  Co'.,  New  England  Watch  Co.,  Oakville 
Company    and    the    Am.erican    Hardware    Co. 

He  is  a  Republican  in  politics  and  served  as  State  Senator  in  1862  and 
1883.  He  enjoys  the  respect  of  all  classes  for  he  is  widely  known  for  his 
upright  character  ,charitable  actions  and  devotion  to  the  best  interests  of  the 
communitv. 


CHARLL5    E.   HUBBARD 

3N  the  east  there  is  no  more  enjoyable  a  trolley  ride  than  from  Hartford 
to  Unionville  over  the  lines  of  the  I'armlingtton  Street  Railway  Company. 
It  is  not  entirely  on  account  of  the  beautiful  scenerj\  which  is  unsur- 
passed, but  on  no  road  can  there  be  found  more  comfort  in  travel.  There  is  an 
excellent  road  bed,  the  tracks  a^e  never  out  of  repair  and  the  vestibuled  cars 
are  equal  to  the  best  in  the  country.  Within  the  last  'few  years  the  road  has 
been  practically  rebuilt.  Its  splendid  condition  is  due  quite  largely  to  the  untiring 
efl'orts  of  the  secretary  and  manager,  Charles  E.  Hubbard  of  this  city.  He  is  a 
practical  railroad  man. 

Mr..  Hubbard  was  born  in  Essex,  tbis  state,  June  24,  1868.  and  is  a  .son  of 
1he  late  Dr.  C.  H.  Hubbard.  His  education  was  rcyceived  in  the  public  schools 
of  Essex  and  at  Wesleyan  Academy  in  Wilbraham,  Mass.  In  t886  he  sitarted 
in  business  as  clerk  in  the  Mercantile  Bank  under  the  late  Tames  B.  Powell.  He 
was  next  with  E.  Taylor  &  Sons  going  later  to  Chicago.  In  1893  he  returned  to 
Plartford  and  was  with  the  Taft  Manufacturing  Company.  Six  years  later  he 
became  secre'tary  and  m.anger  of  the  Farm'n.srton  Street  Railway  Co.  Politically 
Mr.  Hubbard  is  a  Republican  and  fraternally  he  is  a  member  of' Hartford  Lodge, 
No.  19.  B.  P.  O.E.  In  iqoS  he  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Chambdrlin.  He 
IS  immensely  popular  in  this  section,  where  he  is  so  well  known. 


CHAUNCLY    B.    MAR5H 

"^  ITH  the  business  interests  of  New  Milford  few  men  are  more  closely 
identified  than  Chauncey  B.  Marsh.  He  was  born  in  that  town,  has  al- 
ways lived  there  and  he  likes  it  so  well  that  he  has  no  thought  of  leaving.  He  is 
a  whole-souled  man  with  a  kindly  nature  which  endears  him  to  all  who  are  for- 
tunate enough  to  know  him.  Mr.  Marsh  was  born  November  22,  1855,  a  son  of 
Henry  Marsh  and  Nancy  Stone.  He  received  his  education  in  the  schools  of  New 
Milford  and  East  Hampton,  Mass.  On  June  12,  1877.  he  took  for  a  helpmate  Ida 
M.  Buckingham  and  three  children  were  born  of  the  union,  Clifford  H.,  born 
January  13,  ]884;  Stephen,  born  February  8,  1898  and  Esther,  born  September  7, 
1900.  Mr.  Marsh  is  in  the  lumber  business,  which  under  his  able  management, 
has  grown  to  large  proportions.  He  is  deeply  interested  in  agriculture  and  owns 
several  farrns.  He  has  been  a  town  selectman,  a  member  of  the  school  board  and 
has  held  minor  town  offices.  Politically,  he  is  a  Republican  and  represented  his 
town  at  the  last  session  of  Legislature,  serving  on  the  committee  of  manufactures. 
He  is  an  active  member  of  the  Congregational  church  being  a  deacon  and  has 
served  as  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  School.  He  is  an  officer  of  the  New  Mil- 
ford Savings  Bank  and  a  Mason.  A  man  of  high  ideals  he  is  universally 
respected. 

FRLDLRICK  5AMP50N 

j^  HEN  one  reviews  the  records  of  men  who  have  attained  success  in  life 
he  will  notice  that  almost  invariably  it  resulted  from  a  steadfastness  of 
purpose.  That  coined  word,  "stick-to-it-ive-ness,"  is  in  the  mental  dictionary  of 
every  notable  man.  Frederick  Skmson  is  an  example  of  the  man,  who  finding  his 
sphere  in  life,  never  left  it  and  consequently  "made  good."  Mr.  Samson  was  born 
in  Glastonbury,  this  state,  March  29,  1847,  and  is,  therefore,  62  years  old.  His 
education  was  received  in  the  common  schools  and  in  his  twentieth  year  he  en- 
tered the  employ  of  Woodruff  &  Beach  of  Hartford  concluding  his  duties  less  than 
♦■wo  years  later  to  work  for  the  Hartford  Fire  Insurance  Companv.  He  has  been 
with  that  company  since  March  17,  1866,  over  forty-three  years.  For  many  years 
he  was  general  agent  of  the  company  and  his  faithful  and  efficient  services  were 
rewarded  by  promoting  him  to  the  assistant  secretaryship,  which  position  he  now 
fills.  In  point  of  service  he  is  one  of  the  oldest  men  connected  with  that  com- 
pany. In  January,  1875,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  DcEtte  Welch  and  five 
children  were  the  result  of  the  union — Leona  P.,  Florence  W.,  DeEtte,  Frederick 
W.  and  Leila  D.  Mr.  Samson  has  never  taken  an  active  interest  in  politics.  A 
veteran  in  the  insurance  field,  his  labors  have  been  crowned  with  success.  He  is 
president  and  a  director  of  the  H.  S.  Welch  Hosiery  Company. 


CHARLL5  B.  NORTHROP 

fASSED  the  age  of  three  score  years  and  ten  and  still  active,  is  a  record 
of  which  Charles  B.  Northrop  may  well  be  prond.  Albeit,  everyone 
who  knows  him  is  proud  of  him.  He  was  born  in  Ridgefield,  the  birthplace  of  two 
governors,  January  10,  1839,  a  son  of  Amos  Northrop  and  Eliza  Ann  Betts.  After 
attending  the  public  schools  the  finishing  touches  of  his  education  were  put  on  in 
a  private  school.  A  few  of  the  early  years  of  his  life  were  spent  in  New  Haven, 
this  state;  New  York  city  and  Vineland,  N.  J.  However,  .Connecticut  was  home 
to  him,  and,  returning  to  Ridgefield  he  has  since  remained  there.  He  was  married 
to  Miss  Lucy  Anne  Smith  in  Vineland,  August  1,  1865,  and  three  children  were 
born  to  them — Carrie,  born  April  23,  1866,  died  June  14,  1885  ;  Reba,  born  October 
14,  1867  and  Grace,  born  January  5,  1874.  Mr.  Northrop  is  and  always  has  been 
a  builder.  In  town  affairs  he  has  served  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Education, 
Board  of  Burgesses  and  at  present  is  Tree  Warden.  He  was  an  incorporator  and 
director  of  the  Ridgefield  Savings  Bank  and  is  a  past  master  of  Jerusalem  Lodge, 
A.  F.  &  A.  M.  He  was  master  of  the  lodge  twelve  times  and  has  held  all  its 
offices.  He  is  parish  clerk  and  a  member  of  the  vestry  of  the  Episocpal  churcii. 
He  belongs  to  the  Republican  party  and  has  represented  his  town  twice  in  the 
Legislature,  first  in  1879  and  in  the  last  session,  when  he  was  a  member  oif  the 
committee  on  incorporations. 


RICHARD    T.    HIGGIN5 

^y^  ICHARD    T.    HIGGINS,    one    of    the    most    popular    and    publx-spirited 

•^   citizens  of  Winchester,   has  been  and  is   distinctly   a   man  of  affairs   and 

CJ      one   who   has   wielded   a   wide   influence.     A    strong   mentality,    mvmcible 

courage,  a  most  determined  individuality,  have  so  entered  into  his  make-up  as  to 

render  him  a  natural  leader  of  men  and  a  director  of  benefit.     Mr.  Higgins  was 

born  September  24,  1865,  in  Washington,  Connecticut,  and  is  the  son  of  Edward 

and  Mary  Higgins.     He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  town, 

the  Parker  Academy  of  Woodbury  and  St.   Francis  College  of  Brooklyn,   N.   Y. 

He  is  a   Democrat  in  politics,,   and  has  been  Coroner   for   Litchfield   County 

since  1892,  and  has  also  been  Prosecuting  Attorney  of  the  local  Town  Court.     He 

belongs   to    the   Roman    Catholic    Church    and    is    fraternally    a    member    of    the 

Knights    of    Columbus,    A.    O.    H.,    and   the    Elks.      He    is    Representative    from 

Winchester  and  is  a  member  of  the  Committees  on  Judiciary  and  House  Rules. 


DWIGHT  G.  HOLBROOK 


-J-  Y  EW  men  in  Connecticut  have  achieved  a  better  record  for  probity  and 
4f|  fair  dealing  than  Dwight  G.  Holbrook.  Mr.  Holbrook  is  manager  oi 
Cj  the  Connecticut  Branch  of  the  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company_  of  Ne\v 
York,  and  is  one  of  the  well  known  insurance  men  of  Connecticut,  his  native 
state.  As  a  business  man  he  stands  high  in  the  esteem  of  his  fellow  citizens,  and 
in  all  the  relations  of  life  his  course  has  been  such  as  to  command  the  confidence 
and  high  regard  of  all  with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact. 


ALVIN    C.    FOWLLR 

»  LVIN  C.  FOWLER,  a  highly  respected  citizen  of  Middlefield,  was  born 
r\^  May  6th,  1852,  in  Guilford,  Connecticut,  and  is  the  son  of  Dennis  and 
CT  Maria  H.  (Coe)  Fowler.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and 
the  Durham  Academy.  He  was  married  October  23rd,  1878,  to  Attla  M. 
Nettleton  and  they  have  four  children.  He  was  a  butcher  from  1872  to  May, 
1891  and  from  that  year  until  the  present  time  he  has  been  a  very  successful 
contractor. 

He  is  a  Republican  in  politics  and  is  representing  his  town  in  the  General 
Assembly,  being  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Education.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Methodist  Church  of  which  he  is  a  Trustee,  and  a  member  of  the  Masons, 
Knights  of  Pythias  and  Grange.  His  entire  life  has  been  spent  in  Connecticut 
with  the  exception  of  nineteen  months  in  Nevada  and  one  winter  in  Florida. 
He  was  a  poor  boy  but  has  become  one  of  the  town  s  most  prominent  residents. 


GLORGL    F.    CLARK 

/|7  EORGE  F.  CLARK,  one  of  the  best  known  residents  of  Derby,  was  born 
Q^  September  16,  1855,  in  Sheffield.  England.  He  was  married  March  iz, 
1878,  to  Agnes  Willson.  from  which  union  he  was  blessed  with  a  large 
family  of  children.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican  and  has  always  taken  a  deep 
interest  in  public  affairs,  having  been  Representative  for  two  terms,  Presidenc 
of  the  Bo'ard  of  Alderman,  Fire  Commissioner,  Chief  of  the  Fire  Department, 
and  at  present  Chairman  of  the  Republican  Town  Committee.  He  is  a  member 
of_  St.  James  Episcopal  Church,  and  is  broadminded  and  liberal  in  his  views. 
His  success  in  life  has  been  due  to  natural  abikty  and  an  earnest  desire  to  ad- 
vance the  best  interests  of  his  communitv. 


GLORGL  P.  McLE^AN 


'jjN  THE  state  of  Connecticut  no  name  is  better  known,  and  no  record  in 
professional  and  political  life  is  cleaner  than  that  of  George  P.  McLean 
of  Simsbury,  ex-Governor  and  lawyer.     His  success  in  life  has  been  attained   en- 
tirely through  his  own  efforts.     No  higher  tribute  can  be  paid  to  him  than  to  say 
he  has  always  been  true  to  himself  and  his  fellows. 

He  was  born  in  Simsbury,  this  state,  October  7,  1857,  the  son  of  Dudley 
Bestor  and  Mary  (Payne)  McLean.  On  his  mother's  side  he  is  descended  from 
Governor  Bradford,  who  came  from  England  on  the  IMayflower,  and  on  his 
father's  side  from  the  illustrious  Loomis  family,  who'  lived  for  generations  in  what 
is  now  Tolland  county.  The  subject  proper  of  this  sketch  was  reared  on  a  farm 
working  summers  and  attending  the  district  schools  in  winters.  He  entered  the 
Hartford  Public  High  School  in  his  fifteenth  year  graduating  in  1877.  Until  1879 
he  was  employed  as  a  reporter  on  the  Hartford  Post  then  he  entered  as  a  law 
student  in  the  office  of  the  late  Henry  C.  Robinson  of  Hartford.  In  1882  he  was 
admitted  to  the  Bar  and  began  practice  in  Hartford  where  he  has  since  continued. 
He  represented  the  town  of  Simsbury  in  the  General  Assembly,  sessions  of  1883 
and  1884,  and  was  State  Senator  from  his  district  in  1886.  As  a  legislator  he  was 
especially  active  in  his  advocacy  of  the  bill  creating  the  Board  of  Pardons.  When 
only  29  years  old  he  was  appointed  a  member  of  the  Commission  to  perform  the 
important  duty  of  revising  the  statutes  of  the  State  by  Governor  Henry  B.  Harrison, 
his  associates  being  Judges  R.  Fay  Walsh,  James  A.  Hovey  and  Augustus  H.  Fenn. 
In  1890  he  was  nominated  for  Secretary  of  State  the  election  for  State  officers 
resulting  in  what  was  known  as  the  "dead-lock"  that  year.  Two  years  later  he 
was  appointed  United  States  Attorney  for  the  District  of  Connecticut.  He  showed 
marked  ability  during  his  four  years  of  service  winning  for  the  government  every 
criminal  case  that  was  tried,  and  every  civil  case  for  the  State  Comptroller,  four 
years,  and  for  the   State  Treasurer    two  years. 

On  September  6,  1900,  at  the  State  Republican  convention  Mr.  McLean  was 
made  the  nominee  of  that  party  for  Governor,  by  being  placed  in  nomination  by 
Joseph  L.  Barbour,  a  distinguished  orator  and  lawyer.  He  was  elected  by  some- 
thing like  11,000  majority  and  was  inaugurated  January  9,  1901.  His  administra- 
tion was  brilliant  and  a  credit  to  the  State  as  well  as  to  himself.  His  first  message 
while  Governor  was  generally  considered  away  out  of  the  ordinary.  It  was  full 
of  original  ideas  and  contained  not  a  dull  word. 

For  many  years  he  has  rendered  the  Republican  party  exceptional  political 
service  upon  the  stump  and  his  reputation  as  an  effective  campaign  orator  is  not 
exceeded  by  that  of  any  other  political  speaker.  In  other  fields  his  oratorical 
efforts  have  in  fact  been  equally  brilliant,  his  eulogy  of  the  late  Governor  George 
L.  Lilley,   being  exceedingly  eloquent. 


LLMLR  5TLPHLN  HUBBARD 

jj  N  MIDDLESEX  County  no  one  is  better  or  more  favorably  known  than 
Elmer  Stephen  Hubbard.  He  has  been  a  life  long  resident  of  Middle- 
town  and  is  President  of  the  Cutaway  Harrow  Company  of  Higganum.  He  was 
born  March  23,  1865,  the  son  of  Samuel  J.  and  Frances  D.  (Smith)  Hubbard. 
His  education  was  received  in  the  public  schools  of  Middletown  after  which  he 
engaged  in  the  business  of  farming  and  lumbering.  On  September  14,  1892,  he 
was  married  to  Clemetine  D.  Clark  and  the  union  has  been  blest  with  two  chil- 
dren— Beverly,  born  December  29,  1901,  and  Dolly,  born  October  3,  1904.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Congregational  church,  a  Republican  in  politics  and  fraternally  is  a 
member  of  the  Patrons  of  Husbandry.  Under  his  direction  the  Cutaway  Harrow 
Company  has  greatly  prospered. 

THOMA5  J.  CLARK 

nTHOMAS  J.  CLARK,  Vice  President  of  the  Cutaway  Harrow  Company, 
is  as  well  known  as  any  man  in  Middlesex  County.  He  was  born  in 
Haddani,  September  21,  1831,  and  with  the  exception  of  two  years  spent  in  Georgia 
and  Florida,  has  always  resided  there.  He  attended  Rev.  James  Noyes'  private 
seminary  in  Haddam  and  then  engaged  in  the  business  of  stone  cutting.  Later  he 
became  a  house  builder.  Since  1865  he  has  manufactured  farm  implements.  He 
has  been  a  life  long  Republican  and  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Society, 
He  is  president  of  the  Higganum  Savings  Bank,  a  member  of  the  Granite  Lodge 
Masons  and  has  represented  his  town  acceptablv  in  the  Legislature.  Mr.  Clark  is 
most  highly  esteemed  and  is  a  splendid  type  of  the  sturdy  New  Englander. 


CLEMENT  SAMUEL  HUBBARD 


c> 


LEMENT  SAMUELHUBBARD,  brother  of  Elmer  S.Hubbard,  is  Secre- 
tary and  Treasurer  of  the  Cutaway  Harrow  Company.  He  was  born  in 
Middletown,  June  20,  1862,  and  also  engaged  in  farming  and  lumbering.  His  edu- 
cation was  received  in  the  public  schools.  On  February  15,  1888,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Estella  E.  Clark.  Three  children  were  born  to  them,  two  of  whom 
are  now  living — George  Marshall  and  Clement  Samuel.  Mr.  Hubbard  is  a  Repub- 
lican and  a  member  of  the  Congregational  church.  He  is  also  secretary  and  treas- 
urer of  the  Higganum  Savings  Bank  and  the  Higganum  Hardware  Company.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Grange.  Masons  and  Scottish  Rite  lodges  and  has  held  the 
office  of  town  assessor.  With  the  exception  of  five  months,  spent  in  Florida,  he 
has  always  lived  in  Higganum. 


CUTAWAY   HARROW  COMPANY 

One  of  the  most  widely  known  agricultural  implement  concerns  and  the 
only  one  in  the  country  making  disc  harrows  and  other  disc  tools  almost  ex- 
clusively, is  the  Cutaway  Harrow  Company,  whose  office  and  factory  are  located 
in  the  center  of  the  village  of  Higganum.  This  Company  was  organized  in 
1891  to  succeed  the  Higgaiuim  Manufacturing  Corporation,  which  succeeded  the 
Higganum   Manuiaclurmg   Company   in    1877. 

The  lattei  was  organized  August  17,  1867,  by  the  Clark  Brothers,  both  of 
whom  have  been  prominent  figin-es  in  each  of  the  three  companies.  The  late 
George  M.  Clark,  known  from  one  end  of  the  country  to  the  other  as  the  Grass 
PLing,  was  president  of  the  original  company,  and  filled  this  office  continuously 
until  his  death  in  March,  1908.  His  brother,  Thomas  J.  Clark,  was  secretary  and 
Lrsasurer,  and  later  became  vice-president,  which  office  he  has  filled  continously 
up   to  the  present  time. 

The  original  firm  began  with  a  small  machine  shop,  and  from  this  small  be- 
gnming  a  large  plant  has  been  built  up.  Water  for  power  purposes  was  secured 
from  the  neighboring  Candlewood  Hill  brook. 

In  1877  die  trade  had  increased  to  such  proportions  that  a  corporation 
was  formed  on  Oct.  30th  under  the  name  of  the  Higganum  I\Ifg.  Corporation. 
This  concern  took  up  the  business  and  enlarged  it  greatly.  New  buildings  were 
added  from  time  to  time  until  the  factory  comprised  larg'e  and  well  equipped 
machine  shops,  blacksmith  shops,  foundry,  and  wood  working  shops,  as  well  as 
large  store  houses.  A  large  reservoir  was  built  to  furnish  additional  power,  and 
H  new  turbine  wheel  installed  near  the  old  wheel. 

This  increased  the  capacity  of  the  plant  to  one  hundred  horse  power.  Later 
a  very  complete  nre-fighting  apparatus  was  added,  consisting  of  a  poweirful 
rotary  pump,  hydrants,  hose  houses,  sprinkler  systems,  and  nttmerous  fire  buck- 
ets. 

In  the  middle  of  the  e'ghties  the  late  Mr.  Clark  invented  the  ifamous  "Cut- 
away" disc,  v\luch  proved  to  be  so  far  superior  to  any  other  form  of  disc  that  he 
patented  it,  and  also  the  harrow  in  which  it  was  used.  Re*cognizing  the  great 
value  of  this  invention  the  company  immed'ately  began  manufacturing  it,  and 
placed  the  original  Cutaway  Harrow  on  the  market  in  1886.  From  that  time  on 
the  old  lines  were  dropped  gradually,  and  the  large  facilities  devoted  almost  en- 


tircly  to  the  manufacture  of  the  Cutaways.  Branch  houses  were  established  in 
various  places  to  facilitate  the  handling  of  the  large  volume  of  business.  Machines 
were  shipped  to  every  part  of  the  country-,  and  many  were  exported  to  foreign 
countries. 

After  hve  years  the  output  consisted  of  Cutaways  almost  entirely,  and  the 
present  con.pany  was  organized  August  19,  1891,  under  a  name  more  m  keeping 
with  the  nature  of  ihe  product.  Original  officers  were  George  M..  CJark,  pres- 
ident, Thomas  J.  Clark,  vice-president,  and  Clinton  B.  Davis,  secretary  and 
tieasurer. 

This  company  and  its  predecessor  have  always  been  the  sole  manufacturers  of 
the  oiiginal  "Cutaway"'  Harrows  and  the  other  Cutaway  disc  tools,  all  of  which 
were  invented  by  the  late  Mr.  Clark.  He  travelled  extensively  up  and  down  and 
across  the  country,  studying  the  conditions  in  every  section,  and  testing  the 
liarro\vs  in  every  kind  of  soil.  He  made  a  special  study  of  the  harrow  industry, 
ai'd  tlie  results  of  his  vast  knowledge  of  the  conditions  were  all  embodied  in  the 
Cutaways,  which  he  was  constantly  endeavoring  to  improve. 

Probably  tiie  most  important  machine  that  he  invented  was  the  Double  Action 
Harrow,  whicii  has  had  an  enormous  sale  in  this  and  foreign  countries,  two-thirds 
of  the  present  output  being  Double  Action  Harrows.  These  machines  together 
with  the  Double  Action  Combined  Cultivator  and  Harrow  which  is  three  good 
machines  in  one,  the  old  style,  single  action  Reversible  Disc  Harrows,  Market 
Garden  Harrows,  Western  Harrows,  Smoothing  Harrows,  Bog  and  Bush  plows. 
Orchard  Plows,  Grass  Hoes,  Weoders,  Disc  Cultivators,  Tobacco  Presses,  Cider 
Mills  and  Presses,  Knife  Grinders,  Root  Cutters,  and  Rollers  constitute  the  pres- 
ent line.  Under  able  management  the  factory  horse  power  has 
been  improved  greatly.  An  eighty  horse  power  steam  engine  has  been  installed 
to  augment  the  water  power,  when  necessary,  and  a  complete  individual  electric 
hghting  plant  added  for  use  when  running  nights. 

The  present  officers  are :  Elmer  S.  Hubbard,  president,  Thomas  J.  Clark,  vice- 
president,  and  Clement  S.  Hubbard  secretary  and  treasurer.  The  business  is  run 
under  tlie  direction  of  a  board  of  managers,  consisting  of  the  officers  and  Mr. 
Aithur  F.  Clark,  a  son  of  the  vice-president. 

The  standing  of  the  Cutaway  Harrow  Co..  in  commercial  circles  is  too  well 
known  to  require  any  comments  at  our  hands,  and  both  as  regards  business  ability, 
integrity  and  true  American  enterprise,  it  justly  merits  the  high  reputation  to 
which  it  has  permanently  attained. 


THE  CHARLL5  PARKLR  COMBANY 

This  business  was  established  in  January,  1832,  by  the  late  Charles  Parker,  who 
was  born  January  2,  1809,  a  descendant  of  William  Parker, — one  of  the  early  set- 
tlers of  Hartford, — and  son  of  Stephen  Parker,  who  was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  the 
American  Revolution. 

Mr.  Parker's  original  capital  was  seventy  dollars,  but  although  his  capital  was 
small,  his  vigorous  determination,  carried  with  i;.  success.  Perhaps  the  secret  of 
his  success,  and  that  which  has  followed  the  Corporation  bearing  his  name,  is  ow- 
ing to  the  high  standard  of  merit  shown  by  the  ware,?  produced.  From  the  start, 
when  Mr.  Parker  made  only  a  few  coffee  mills,  till  the  present  day,  the  goods  carry- 
ing the  Parker  name  produced  by  the  Chas.  Parker  Co.,  are  acknowledged  to  be  the 
best  of  their  types,  and  command  a  higher  price  than  competing  goods. 

The  Chas.  Parker  Co.  continue  to  make  coffee  mills ;  in  fnct  are  the  largest 
manufacturers  in  the  world  of  this  line. 

In  addition  to  this  line  they  now  produce :  Wood  screws  of  all  sizes, — being  the 
second  oldest  manufacturers  in  the  United  States,  the  goods  bearing  the  brand  of 
the  United  States  Screw  Co. 

Vises  :  The  most  complete  line  embracing  one  hundred  and  fifty-six  sizes,  and 
adapted  for  all  classes  of  bench  work,  from  the  small  jeweler's  vise,  weighing  one 
and  one-ninth  pounds,  to  the  two  hundred  and  sixty  pound  vise,  adapted  for  the 
use  of  railway  and  all  other  large  machine  shops.  A  test  of  the  merits  of  this 
line  will  demonstrate,  that  vises  bearing  the  name  "Parker"  have  no  equal. 

Lamps  : — Several  years  ago,  the  United  States  Government  made  an  exhaustive 
test  of  the  various  lamps  in  the  market,  with  a  view  of  adopting  a  "standard"  army 
lamp  for  use  in  the  various  barracks,  and  army  quarters,  scattered  throughout  the 
ccfuntry,  and  its  insular  possessions,  and  because  of  its  superior  merits,  the  Parker 
was  chosen,   and  continues  the   standard  army  lamp. 

In  connection  with  this  department,  a  high  grade  of  lavatory  and  bathroom 
fixtures,  gas  and  electric  portables,  and  electroliers,  piano  stools,  scarfs  and  music 
cabinets  are  also  manufactured. 

Clocks  : — This  department  is  known  as  The  Parker  Clock  Co.,  and  is  devoted 
to  the  manufacture  of  alarm  clocks.  All  clocks  bearing  the  copyrighted  trade  mark 
"Parker"  may  be  relied  upon  to  be  the  best  money  can  buy. 

Guns  :  This  department  is  known  as  Parker  Brothers.  Soon  after  the  close  of 
the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  the  celebrated  "Parker"  shot  gun  was  first  introduced, 
and  has  always  been  recognized  as  the  best  American  made  gun.  In  the  compara- 
tive tests  that  have  been  made,  it  has  shown  better  penetration  and  a  better  pattern 
than  any_  competing  gun  made  in  the  country,  and  has  scored  an  equal  number  of 
points  with  some  of  the  expensive  hand  made  foreign  guns.  It  is  at  the  traps, 
however,  that  the  supreme  test  is  made,  and  here  the  records  show  an  almost  un- 
broken line  of  triumphs,  winding  up  this  year  with  the  following  record  at  the 
Grand  American  Handicap, — the  most  important  annual  shooting  event  in  this 
country.  A  Parker  Gun  won  the  Preliminary  Handicap  of  ten  doubles  and  eighty 
singles,  with  a  score  of  ninety-four:  The  Grand  American  Handicap  scored  one 
hundred  and  sixteen  out  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  shot  at:  The  Professional 
Championship  with  a  score  of  one  hundred  and  ninety-three  out  of  two  hundred, 
which  included  forty  doubles,  of  which  thirty-seven  were  broken.  The  men  be- 
hind the  guns  naturally  plaved  a  very  important  part  in  these  events,  but  the  guns 
were  right;  they  were  "Parkers." 

The  officers  are  Dexter  W.  Parker,  President ;  Wilbur  F.  Parker,  Vice-Presi- 
dent:  William  H.  Lyon,   Secretary-Treasurer,  and  General  Manager. 

Dexter  W.  Parker  is  the  only  living  son  of  Charles  Parker  and  is  a  graduate 
of  The  U.  S.  Military  Academy  at  West  Point,  N.  Y.  He  has  not  been  active 
in  the  management  of  the  business  for  some  years. 

Wilbur  F.  Parker, — a  grandson  of  Charles  Parker, — was  educated  abroad,  and 
has  been  more  especially  identified  with  the  Gun  Department,  which  his  father, 
the  late  Wilbur  F.  Parker  practically  established.  Mr.  Parker  takes  a  lively  in- 
terest in  politics;  has  been  an  Alderman  from  his  ward  for  years,  first  being 
elected  at  the  age  of  twenty-nine  years,  has  served  several  times  as  Mayor  pro 
tern,  and  at  the  last  election  was  sent  to  the  State  Legislature  by  a  handsome  ma- 
jority vote. 

To  William  H.  Lyon,  the  Secretary-Treasurer,  and  General  Manager,  is  due  the 
credit  of  keeping  the  concern  on  the  high  standing  which  it  has  so  long  enjoyed. 


WILCOX  &  WHITE,  COMPANY 

CONNECTICUT  has  long  held  a  prominent  place  among  the  manufacturing 
states  of  the  East,  and  one  particular  enterprise  which  is  known  as  one 
of  the  most  progressive  in  the  State  is  the  Wilcox  &  White  Co.  of 
Meriden.  This  concern  was  formerly  known  as  the  Wilcox  &  White  Organ 
Cd.  which  was  incorporated  in  1876  and  gaJ'-ed  for  itself  a  world-wide  reputation. 
In  1888  the  Symphony  Self-Playing  Organ  was  invented  and  placed  upon  the 
market.  In  1897  the  Angelus  Piano  Player  was  invented  by  Edward  H.  White, 
the  Superintendent  of  the  factory,  and  shortly  after  placed  upon  the  market, 
at  which  time  the  company  increased  its  capital  stock  and  changed  the  name 
from  the  Wilcox  &  White  Organ  Co.  to  the  Wilcox  &  White  Co.,  James  H. 
White  continuing  as  the  head  of  the  concern.  They  are  the  makers  ot  tne 
first  mechanical  piano  player,  which  is  the  highest  achievement  in  musical 
instruments,  with  capacity  to  perform  the  most  sublime  compositions  upon  the 
touch  of  the  child  as  well  as  the  adult.  In  a  word — a  storehouse  of  melody 
with  a  repertoire  as  comprehensive  as  are  the  multitude  of  hunwn  musical 
thoughts  and  sentiments. 

Truly  this  is  an  age  of  wonders  and  the  piano-player  is  one  of  the  marvels 
of  modern  skill  and  musical  progress. 

James  H.  White,  the  President  and  Treasurer,  Robert  W.  Carter,  Secretary, 
and  Fred  E.  Bemis,  Superintendent,  are  all  possessed  of  the  ability  and  energy 
required  for  the  successful  manufacture  of  this  instrument,  and  with  the 
thorough  training  they  have  received  in  its  technique,  there  is  no"  feature  of  it 
which  does  not  receive  the  most  careful  and  conscientious  attention.  It  is,  then, 
not  to  be  wondered  at  that  the  Wilcox  &  White  Company's  name  is  known 
in  every  land  where  music  is  recognized  as  a  civilizing  influence. 

The  works  have  grown  rapidly  to  very  large  proportions,  employing  from 
three  to  four  hundred  hands,  and  orders  for  their  output  arc  so  abundant  that, 
{hough  running  at  full  capacity  constantly,  the  factory  is  still  unable  to  fill  its 
orders  as  promptly  as  the  company  would  like.  The  export  trade  of  the  house 
is  of  vast  proportion  and  the  domestic  trade  is  simply  colossal.  The  company 
spares  neither  money  nor  effort  to  place  its  wonderful  product  before  the  public; 
and  in  all  that  goes  to  make  up  a  live,  earnest  and  honest  .^concern,  the  Wilcox 
&  White   Company  stands  pre-eminent. 

LDWARD  MILLLLR  &  COMPANY 

ADHERE  is  no  one  who  would,  if  he  could,  stop  the  wheels  of  progress.  Every 
labor-saving  device  and  improvement  is  welcomed  and  used  if  expense  does 
not  stand  in  the  way.  In  the  matter  of  lighting  the  age  of  candles  is  remote  from 
the  present,  when  gas  and  electricity  are  no  longer  termed  luxuries.  It  is,  however, 
no  stretch  of  the  truth  to  say  that  no  artificial  light  has  yet  been  discovered  to 
take  the  place  of  a  good  kerosene  lamp,  nor  that  there  is  any  better  lamp  in  the 
market  than  the  "Miller,"  manufactured  by  Edward  Miller  &  Company  of  Meriden. 
This  concern,  founded  by  Edward  Miller  in  1844,  has  had  a  wonderful  growth. 
To-day  the  plant  occupies  several  acres  of  land  and  employment  is  given  to  about 
800  workmen.  The  manufactures  are  of  lamp  trimmings  of  every  variety,  tinners' 
hardware,  bronze  goods,  gas  and  electric  fixtures.  In  July,  1866,  Mr.  Miller  or- 
ganized a  joint  stock  company  with  a  capital  of  $200,000.  The  manufacture  of 
kerosene  burners  had  begun  six  years  before  and  since  has  had  a  mushroom 
growth.  The  capital  stock  of  the  company  is  now  $500,000.  In  1884  the  company 
made  famous  the  Rochester  lamp,  but  was  pressed  so  hard  by  imitators  that  the 
name  was  changed  to  "Miller."  These  lamps  are  substantial  and  of  the  most 
artistic  designs.     An  immense  export  business  is  done. 

Edward  Miller,  President  of  the  company  was  born  in  Wallingford,  Connecticut, 
August  10.  1827,  and  was  in  business  before  he  had  attained  his  majority.  His  po- 
litical affiliations  are  with  the  Republican  party,  but  he  has  never  sought  public 
office.  He  has  two  sons,  Edward,  who  is  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  the  Com- 
pany, and  Arthur  E.,  who  is  Superintendent.  Mr.  Miller  is  one  of  the  State's  b^st 
known  business  men.  He  is  a  liberal  supporter  of  the  Baptist  Church  of  Meriden 
and  out  of  his  abundance  has  generously  contributed  to  many  worthy  objects.  The 
Miller  Company  has  been  of  immense  benefit  to  the  City  of  Meriden  and  its  Presi- 
dent is  a  most  valued  citizen. 


CARLYLL  F.  BARNL5,  Manager 
THL  WALLACL  BARNL5  COMPANY 


"VrO  work  of  this  character  would  be  complete  without  at  least  an  extended 
/^  allusion  to,  if  not  descr'ption  of,  the  time-honored  establishment 
conducted  by  this  enterprising  firm,  but  the  limited  scope  of  this  book 
precludes  more  than  a  brief  history  of  the  industry..  This  prosperous  enterprise 
was  established  in  1857  by  the  late  Wallace  Barnes.  Shortly  after,  the  concern 
was  consolidated  and  conducted  under  the  name  of  Dunbar  &  Barnes,  but  in 
1866  Mr.  Barnes  purchased  the  i'nterests  of  ]Mr.  Dunbar  and  conducted  the 
business,  until  his  death  in  1893,  at  which  time  the  company  was  conducted 
under  the  management  of  Carlyle  F.  Barnes.  They  are  leaders  in  their  line 
and  manufacture  springs  of  every  description,  flat,  spiral,  volute,  etc.  They  also 
make   ribbon   steel  to   order. 

This  concern  has  prospered  materially  under  the  able  management  of  Mr. 
Carlyle  F.  Barnes,  who  is  a  nat've  of  Bristol  and  a  descendant  of  one  of  the 
first  settlers  of  that  town.  Few  men  hold  so  firm  a  place  in  the  es\teem  of  their" 
employees,  and,  if  the  utmost  confidence  and  enthusiastic  regard  of  a  man's 
workmen  are  a  good  measure  for  determining  the  worth  of  an  employer,  high 
indeed  is   Mr.   Barnes'   standing  with   those  who   work   for  him. 

His  disposition  is  genial  and  generous,  and  his  friends  are  many,  while 
his  life  as  a  man  and  citizen  is  beyond   reproach. 


WILLIAM  BULKLLLY 

^  PPORTUNITY,  according  to  President  Nichols  of  Dartmouth  College,  is 
y^  at  the  elbow  of  every  one,  every  minute  in  every  day.  If  the  small  ones 
are  not  taken,  the  larger  ones  never  come.  The  success  of  William  Bulkeley 
of  Berlin,  retired,  is  due  to  the  fact  that  he  never  let  opportunities  slip  by.  Today 
he  enjoys  the  fruits  of  his  labors  and  has  the  respect  and  confidence  of  a  very  large 
circle  of  friends.  He  was  born  in  Berlin,  July  18,  1829,  his  parents  being 
William  and  Caroline  (Beckley)  Bulkeley.  His  education  was  acquired  in 
the  Worthington  Academy  and  Rev.  Joseph  Whittlesey's  Private  School.  After 
leaving  school  he  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  tools  and  was  remarkably 
successful.  In  politics  Mr.  Bulkeley  is  a  Republican  and  has  been  quite 
active  in  affairs  of  State  and  town.  He  has  served  as  Registrar  of  Voters, 
Collector  of  Taxes  and  for  nearly  twenty-two  years  has  been  Town  Clerk 
and  Treasurer  of  Berlin.  He  has  also  been  President  of  the  Berlin  Savings  Bank 
for  nearly  two  decades  and  President  of  the  Berlin  Free  Library  since  its  in- 
corporation. In  1865  he  represented  Berlin  in  the  Lower  House  of  the  General  As- 
sembly and  again  at  the  session  of  1909,  serving  on  the  Committee  on  Claims.  For 
years  he  has  been  a  prominent  member  of  the  Second  Congregational  church  of 
Berlin.  In  spite  of  his  advanced  age  he  is  in  possession  of  all  his  faculties  and 
writes  a  splendid  hand.  Throughout  Hartford  County  Mr.  Bulkeley  is  well-known 
for  his  sterling  qualities  and  ability. 


J.  BLLDLN  HURLBUT 

^l|v  EN  GIVE  me  credit  for  genius,"  Edward  Burke  once  said  to  a  friend. 
3^i^  ''If  an  intense  and  ardent  desire  for  the  acquisition  of  knowledge  and 
•>— '  persevering  efforts  in  the  use  of  the  means  for  accomplishing  that  end 

is  genius,  then  I  have  genius."  Those  who  have  heard  J.  Belden  Hurlbut  of  South 
Norwalk  plead  cases  before  the  bar  give  him  credit  for  genius  and  a  comprehensive 
knowledge  of  law.  He  was  born  December  1,  1843,  his  parents  being  John  P.  and 
Polly  Esther  (Gregory)  Hurlbut.  In  Fairfield  County  no  Counsellor  at  Law  is 
better  known  nor  more  highly  respected.  He  has  held  many  offices  in  Norwalk, 
filling  them  all  with  marked  ability.  He  has  served  as  Clerk  of  the  city  and  is  a 
Commissioner  of  the  Superior  Court.  When  preparing  for  admission  to  the  bar  he 
was  a  close  student  and  availed  himself  of  every  leisure  moment  to  familiarize 
himself  with  the  requirements  of  his  profession.  His  intense  application  to,  and 
study  of  his  cases  have  made  him  most  proficient  and  successful  in  practice.  He  is 
a  representative  citizen,  which  fact  is  keenly  appreciated  by  his  fellow  townsmen. 

GARDINLR  GRLLNL 

jTjr  HERE'S  always  room  in  the  upper  story,"  was  the  answer  Daniel  Webster 
y\^  gave  a  young  man  who  inquired  whether  he  thought  it  advisable  for  him 
to  enter  the  legal  profession.  In  every  calling  of  life  there  are  a  great 
many  who  never  reach  the  "upper  story"  and  biography  tells  only  of  those  who 
have.  Gardiner  Greene  of  Norwich,  Judge  of  the  Superior  Court,  has  been  emi- 
nently successful  as  a  lawyer,  in  fact  no  legal  mind  is  more  favorably  known  in 
New  London  County.  He  was  born  in  Norwich,  August  31,  1851,  his  parents  being 
Gardiner  and  Mary  R.  (Adams)  Greene.  He  graduated  from  Yale  College  in 
1873  and  from  Columbia  Law  School  in  1877.  His  admission  to  the  bar  was  in 
New  York  City  in  May,  1877,  and  in  March,  1878,  he  was  admitted  to  practice  in 
this  State  at  New  London.  He  became  associated  with  the  late  Hon.  John  Turner 
Wait  of  Norwich,  a  partnership  that  terminated  with  Mr.  Wait's  death,  in  1899. 
Judge  Greene  was  a  member  from  Norwich  to  the  Lower  House  of  the  General 
Assembly  in  1891,  1892  and  1895.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the  Commission  for 
the  Revision  of  the  Statutes  of  Connecticut,  whose  labors  are  represented  in  the 
General  Statutes  of  1902.  On  April  4,  1894,  he  was  married  to  Louise  Eustis  Rey- 
nolds of  Norwich.  His  appointment  to  a  judgeship  of  the  Superior  Court  was  made 
this  year  (1909)  by  Governor  Weeks.  Judse  Greene  is  universally  well  liked  and 
is  one  of  the  most  substantial  men  in  the  State. 


GOULD  A.  5HLLTON 


-rHE   DISTINCTION    of    a     successful 

(Jl^  medical  practice  being  carried  on  in 
the  same  town  by  one  family  for  a 
period  of  nearly  one  hundred  and  twenty  years 
is  unusual,  in  fact  perhaps  without  precedent, 
save  with  the  Sheltons  of  Shelton,  town  of 
Huntington,  Fairfield  County,  Connecticut.  In 
this  generation  the  noble  profession  is  perpetu- 
ated by  Gould  Abijah  Shelton,  who  is  very 
prominent  in  the  affairs  of  his  community.  He 
has  represented  his  town  twice  in  the  Legis- 
lature, first  in  1895  and  latterly  in  1909,  when 
he  served  as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Public  Health  and  Safety.  His  profession 
made  him  particularly  valuable  on  this  com- 
mittee. Dr.  Shelton  was  born  in  Huntington, 
August  19,  1841,  and  until  he  was  eighteen 
years  old  he  lived  and  worked  on  the  farm  of 
his  father,  Judson  Curtiss  Shelton.  He  is  a 
member  of  many  professional  organiza- 
tions, among  them  the  American  ]Medi- 
cal      Association.  Since      1889      he      has 

been  medical  examiner  of  Huntington.  He  has  the  honorary  degree  of  M.  A.  from 
Yale  University.  He  is  President  of  the  Shelton  Water  Company,  a  director  in 
the  Shelton  Bank  and  a  director  in  the  Shelton  Plate  Cutlery  Company.  Politically 
he  is  a  Republican  ;  fraternally  a  Mason  and  Odd  Fellow  and  in  creed  a  Congre- 
gationalist.  He  was  married  to  Emily  Plumb  Capel  in  June,  1874,  and  she  died 
November  11,  1897.  Dr.  Shelton  represents  a  fine  type  of  citizenship  and  is  uni- 
versally respected. 


OLIVLR  GILDLR5LLLVL 


^^F  SPLENDID  business  qualifications, 
Q^  untiring  energy,  strength  of  purpose, 
and  charming  manner — these  are  char- 
acteristic of  Oliver  Gildersleeve,  of  Portland, 
ship  builder,  manufacturer  and  financier.  His 
has  been  a  remarkably  active  and  successful 
career.  His  life  proves  that  with  system  one 
can  do  a  great  many  things.  Lack  of  system 
means  failure.  There  are  few  people  who 
can  do  more  than  one  thing  well  and  Mr. 
Gildersleeve  is  an  exception  to  the  rule. 

He  was  born  in  Gildersleeve,  town  of 
Portland,  March  6,  1844.  In  the  list  of  his 
maternal  ancestors  appear  the  names  of  Sam- 
uel Hale  and  Sargeant  William  Cornwall,  in 
the  Pequot  War  in  1636.  In  the  paternal  list 
is  the  name  of  William  Dixon,  a  soldier  in 
the  Revolution,  and  a  descendant  of  the  old 
Scotch  covenanters.  Oliver  Gildersleeve  was 
educated  in  the  district  school  in  Gildersleeve, 
the  Chase  Private  School  in  Middletown  and  the 
Hartford  Public  High  School.  At  the  age 
of  seventeen  he  began  work  as  an  apprentice  in  the  shipyard  of  his  father,  Henry 
Gildersleeve,  at  Gildersleeve,  who  did  business  under  the  firm  name  of  S.  Gilder- 
sleeve &  Sons.  Since  the  yard  was  first  opened  about  140  vessels,  among  them  the 
United  States  gunboat  Cayuga,  have  been  built.  Mr.  Gildersleeve  was  engaged  for 
a  few  years  in  the  shipping  commission  business  in  New  York.  He  was  mainly 
instrumental  in  securing  the  franchise  of  the  Portland  Water  Company  and  Port- 
land  Street   Railway. 


DUNBAR    BROTHLR5 

;?rHESE  time-honored  works  date  their  existen-ce  back  some  half  century, 
(L  having  been  founded  by  Mr.  E.  L.  Dunbar  in  1845,  who,  dying  in  1872, 
was  succeeded  by  W.  W.  &  E.  B.  Dunbar.  The  present  ov/ners  are 
W.  W.  Dunbar,  who  is  President,  and  C.  E.  Dtuibar,  who  is  Secretary  and 
Treasurer.  The  range  of  manufacture  embraces  oil  tempered  and  small  springs 
of  every  description,  manipulated  in  sheet  steel  and  steel  and  brass  wire,  clock, 
valve,  snap,  sweat-pad,  organ,  sash,  blind,  screen  flue,  governor  and  door 
springs,  springs  for  agricultural  implements  and  for  builders'  and  saddlers' 
hardware  and  goods  for  carriage  specialties  including  anti-rattler  thrill  and  steel 
trace  fasteners,  all  of  which  goods  are  constructed  with  unusual  care  and 
accuracy,  and  the  facilities  of  this  house  are  now  such  as  to  enable  the  firm 
to  offer  inducaments  in  point  of  prices,  few,  if  any,  competing  houses  in  thei 
country  can  profitably  afford  to   duplicate. 

Mr.  C.  E.  Dunbar,  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  was  born  November  18.  1865, 
in  Bristol,  Conn.,  and  isf  a  member  of  the  Congregational  church.  Odd  Fellows 
and  Knights  of  Pythias. 

Under  the  able  guidance  of  the  present  management  this  concern  bids  fair 
to  become   extended  on  an   even  greater  scale. 


€ 


THE    ENGLISH    &    MERSICK   COMPNY. 

HE  attention  that  has  been  given  of  late  years  to  the  production  of 
higii  grade  carriages  and  automobile  specialties  has  resulted  in  placing 
upon  cur  markets,  a  very  superior  class  of  goods  compared  with  those 
m  use  even  a  very  few  years  ago.  The  productions  of  to-day  are 
purely  and  s'mply  models  of  Art  and  Excellence.  These  improvements  are  due 
in  a  great  measure  to  The  English  d  ]\'ersick  Company,  who  are  one  of  the 
best  known  manufacturers  of  carriage  and  automobile  specialties  in  the 
United  Stales. 

This  concern  is  located  in  New  Haven,  and  has  been  in  business  contin- 
uously since  1853,  but  it  was  not  until  :86o,  that  the  old  Co-Partnership  of 
English  &  Mersick  acquired  the  business. 

The  business  under  this  firm  has  always  been  hi  a  most  prosperous  con- 
oition.  It  was  incorporated  in  1895  with  a  capital  stock  of  Twenty  Thousand 
Dollars,    ($20,000),  unaer  the  name  of  The   English  &  Mersick   Company. 

The  officers  of  the  company  are  J.  B.  Kennedy,  President,  and  F.  T. 
Bradley,  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  under  whose  able  management  the  concern 
has  taken  rapid  strides,  and  to-day  holds  unquestioned  precedence  in  this  line 
of  manufacLure.  In  1907,  the  company  removed  from  thefr  old  factory  to  their 
new    and  splendidly  equipped    structure    on    Winchester    Avenue. 

This  building  is  four  stories  high,  two  hundred  feet  long,  and  fifty  feet  wide, 
be'ng  made  entirely  of  re-inforccd  concrete. 

The  business  connections  of  the  English  &  Mersick  Company  may  be  said 
lo  radiate  widely  throughout  the  United  States,  being  known  as  a  concern 
whose  high  reputation  has  been  secured  by  a  system  of  honorable  dealing, 
augmented  bj'   'he  thorough   leliability  of  its  highly   usaful   mechanical   output. 


THL  BILLINGS  &  5PLNCLR  COMPANY 


3N  manufacturing,  insurance  and  banking  Hartford  is  known  the  world 
over.  Thte  city  has  had  a  marvelous  growth  during  the  last  decade  and 
its  detvclopment  can  be  attributed  to'  manufacturing  interests,  more  than 
anything  else.  There  are  abooit  sixty  concerns,  all  busy,  in  the  city,  and  their 
products  are  shipped  to  all  parts  of  the  civilized  world.  The  Board  of  Trade 
is  authority  for  the  statement  that  the  city  in  proportion  to  its  size  employs 
more  skilled  mechanics  than  any  other  city  in  the  country.  Skilled  labor  means 
fine  work,  big  wages  and  important  industry. 

The  Billings  &  Spencer  Company  is  one  of  the  biggest  concerns  in  Hartford, 
better  than  that  it  is  the  oldest  and  largest  establishment  'in  the  drop  forging 
business  in  the  world.  It  was  organized  in  1869,  for  the  purpose  of  making 
drop  forgings  and  machinists'  tools.  At  that  time  it  occupied  a  small  wooden 
building  on  the  corner  of  Russ  and  I<awrence  streets.  Among  the  factory's 
first  product  were  gun  forgings  and  sewing  machine  shuttles,  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands of  whIJch  were  made.  With  the  growth  of  the  country  the  factory  has 
developed,  keeping  pace  with  the  times  and  with  the  ever  increasing  demand 
for  high  grade  products.  During  the  past  few  years  the  output  has  been 
enormous,  including  wrenches  of  all  kinds,  hand  vises,  pliers,  caliper  squares, 
machinist's  hammers,  these  tools  are  covered  by  patents  controlled  by  the 
company.  The  output  of  the  forging  department  has  also  been  very  large  and 
prominent  automobile  manufacturers  all  over  the  world  obtam  their  materials 
here.  The  company  is  perhlaps  best  knoKvn  through  its  maufacture  of  patent 
drop  hammers.  The  United  States  Government  is  using  about  one  hundred  of 
these    hammers    in    its    arsenals. 

The  company  has  used  all  the  various  styles  of  drop  hammers  that  have 
been  on  the  market  in  over  thirty-five  years,  has  had  the  opportunity  to  note 
their  defects,  and  where  desirable  improvements  co'-jLild  be  made,  to  thoroughly 
test  such  improvements  in  the  factory  and  to  perfect  them  for  adoption  on  the 
machines  manufactured  there.  As  for  materials,  )the  best  the  market  affords 
are  used.  Castings  are  of  the  best  charcoal  iron;  hammer  and  die  shoe  are  O. 
H.  Steel.  Over  one  hundred  and  fifty  firms  in  this  and  other  countries  are 
iiow  using  the  company's  drop  hammers.,  Through  the  energy  and  ability  of 
Charles  Bhhan  Billings  has  the  plant  been  brought  to  its  present  high  standing. 
He  organized  the  company  with  C.  M.  Spencer.  At  the  time  of  organization 
the  pro'cess  of  drop  forging  was  very  crude,  the  products  imperfect  and  unsa* 
isfactory  and  within  narrow  limits. 

Now  forgings  weighing  from  a  fraction  of  an  ounce  to  over  one  hundred 
pounds  are  made  with  eiqual  precision  and  facility.  Several  hundred  men  are 
employed  at  the  shops.  The  company  has  its  own  laboratory,  where  chemical 
analysis  are  made  of  all  special  materials.  It  also  has  facilities  for  making 
physical  tests  of  all  descriptions  with  the  Sellers  testing  machine,  under  super- 
vision df  experts.  The  company  issites  a  handsomely  illustrated  catalogue  of 
its  maufactures  which  should  be  obtained  by  those  interested.  The*  officers  of 
the  company  are  as  follows:  C.  E.  Billings,  Presiident  and  General  Manager; 
V.  C.  Billings,  Vice-President  and  Superintendent;  E-  H.  Stocker,  Secretary; 
ly.  H.  Holt,  Treasurer.  Hartford  may  well  be  proud  of  this  great  industry 
v.hich  contributes  so  largely  to  its  business  life  and  premises  even  bigger  things 
in   the    years    to    come. 


THE  TUTTLL  BRICK  COMPANY 


jj  N  NO  industry  has  there  been  a  greater  development  than  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  brick.  It  is  also  one  of  the  oldest  industries,  as  records  prove. 
The  earliest  examples  of  this  branch  of  the  ceramic  art  were  doubtless  the  sun- 
dried  bricks  of  Babylonia,  Egypt,  and  Assyria.  It  is  really  remarkable  that  many 
of  these,  which,  in  a  northern  clime,  the  freezing  temperature  of  one  winter  would 
destroy,  have  been  preserved  for  some  3,000  years  by  the  warm  atmosphere  of 
these  countries.  Since  the  dark  ages,  however,  much  has  been  learned  and  is  being 
learned  about  brick  manufacture.  It  is  down  to  a  science,  to  use  an  expression  of 
the  day,  yet  no  manufacturer  will  claim  perfection  for  this  is  an  era  of  constant 
change  and  improvement.  From  the  time  of  the  sun-dried  brick  up  to  the  kiln- 
baked  product  of  to-day  wonderful  strides  have  been  made. 

The  Tuttle  Brick  Company  of  Middletown  has  one  of  the  most  modern  plants 
in  the  country,  in  fact  it  controls  three  distinct  plants  with  an  aggregate  capacity 
of  200,000  bricks  per  day.  If  experience  counts  for  anything  the  Tuttle  Company 
is  in  the  foremost  ranks  of  brick  makers,  having  been  engaged  in  the  business  since 
1842,  a  period  of  sixty-seven  years.  The  business  was  established  by  George  L. 
Tuttle  and  was  handed  down  to  his  sons,  Lewis,  Wallace,  George  and  Willis  Tuttle,  In 
1896  the  company  was  incorporated  under  the  laws  of  Connecticut  with  a  capital 
of  $30,000.  Lewis  Tuttle  is  President  and  Wallace  Tuttle  is  Treasurer  and  General 
Manager.  The  secret  of  the  concern's  success  is  not  alone  in  its  ripe  old  age,  but 
in  the  quality  of  its  product.  Some  of  the  biggest  contractors  in  the  State  declare 
that  there  is  no  better  brick  than  the  Tuttle  in  the  market. 

Brick  making  affords  an  interesting  study.  Clay  deposits  are  hauled  on  flat 
cars  from  the  pits  for  a  grinding  and  pressing  process.  Huge  hoppers  grind  the 
clay  into  a  fine  powder.  After  moistening  it  is  plunged  into  moulds,  the  bottom  of 
each  having  a  raised  die  which  forms  the  name  "Tuttle"  and  attests  to  the  gen- 
uineness of  manufacture.  Each  one  of  the  three  plants  is  equipped  with  a  power- 
ful steam  engine  to  operate  the  machines.  Two  of  the  plants  produce  50,000  bricks 
daily  and  the  third  turns  out  100,000.  A  force  of  nearly  200  hands  is  kept  constant- 
ly at  work. 

As  the  durability  of  a  frame  dwelling  depends  on  the  quality  of  lumber  used, 
so  does  brick  in  the  quality  of  its  chief  composition,  clay.  The  clay  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  Tuttle  plants  is  of  great  richness  and  strength.  The  baking  process  re- 
quires about  seven  days.     The  finished  product  is  shipped  all  over  New  England. 

In  all  departments  of  this  big  industry  modern  facilities  are  seen.  For  instance, 
a  large  acreage  is  devoted  to  grazing  and  raising  hay  and  feed  for  the  stock.  The 
company  owns  about  twenty-five  horses,  which  are  used  in  hauling  bricks  to  the 
trade  in  the  vicinity.  Thousands  of  brick  are  shipped  to  Middletown  every  week. 
There  are  three  spur  tracks  connecting  with  the  steam  road  and  an  enormous  freight 
business  is  carried  on.  The  company's  barn  has  a  floor  space  of  8,100  square  feet 
and  there  are  smaller  sheds  for  purposes  of  storage.  A  modernly  equipped  office 
building  is  located  at  Newfield  Station,  the  first  floor  being  used  exclusively  for 
office  work  and  the  second  floor  is  occupied  by  the  chief  engineer. 

In  the  course  of  a  year  thousands  visit  the  plant  and  exhibit  a  keen  interest  in 
all  details  of  manufacture.  The  Tuttle  Brick  Company  is  a  fixture  and  one  of  the 
most  successful  concerns  of  its  kind  in  the  country. 


PHOLNIX    IN5URANCL    COMPANY    OF    HARTFORD,  CONN. 


-^[yARTFORD  hfis  long  been  known  as  one  of  the  insurance  centers  of   the 


world,  and  in  this  connection  there  are  few  companies  which  have  pros- 
pered to  such  a  marked  degree  as  The  Phoenix  Insurance  Company. 

In  1853  the  late  Henry  Kellogg  felt  that  a  new  fire  insurance  company  in 
Hartford  could  be  made  a  success.  Friends  caught  his  enthusiasm  and  promised 
their  aid.  Thus  encouraged,  he  selected  the  corporators  of  the  Phoenix,  drew  the 
charter,  and  saw  it  safely  through  the  Legislature.  Books  were  opened  by  the 
corporators  June  21st,  1854,  and  stock  to  the  amount  of  $100,000,  the  limit  agreed 
upon,  was  subscribed  at  once.  Before  adjournment  the  stockholders  voted  to  in- 
crease the  capital  to  $200,000. 

At  the  end  of  the  first  year,  Simeon  M.  Loomis  was  elected  president,  who 
with  Mr.  Kellogg,  the  Secretary,  mapped  out  the  policy  which  has  been  followed 
successfully  by  the  company.  In  June,  1859,  the  capital  was  increased  to  $400,000. 
It  was  again  increased  in  1864  to  $600,000,  in  October,  1876,  was  increased  to 
$1,000,000  and  July  1st,  1881,  was  made  $2,000,000,  at  which  amount  it  now  remains. 

Upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Loomis  in  1863,  Mr.  Kellogg  was  elected  President, 
and  William  B.  Clark,  Secretary.  In  1867,  Mr.  Clark  went  to  the  Aetna  and 
was  succeeded  by  DeWitt  C.  Skilton.  The  record  of  the  Company  in  meeting  the 
demands  growing  out  of  the  great  conflagrations  that  have  occurred  since  its  or- 
ganization has  been  unsurpassed.  The  Chicago  conflagration  of  October,  1871,  cost 
the  Phoenix  over  $938,000,  and  its  losses  at  Boston  in  November,  1872,  at  Baltimore 
February,  1904,  and  Chelsea,  Mass.,  April,  1908,  made  heavy  demands  upon  its  re- 
sources, but  all  were  promptly  and  liberally  met. 

In  the  San  Francisco  conflagration  of  1906,  the  losses  amounted  to  over  $1,758,- 
000,  the  Company  promptly  meeting  in  a  broad  and  liberal  manner  every  claim 
under  its  policies,  and  without  calling  upon  its  stockholders  for  assistance,  its  sur- 
plus being  ample. 


Mr.  Kellogg  retired  from  active  participation  in  the  affairs  of  the  Company  in 
1S88,  but  remained  Honorary  President  till  his  death,  January  21st,  1891.  Mr. 
Skilton  was  elected  Vice-President  and  Acting  President  August  1,  1888,  and  upon 
the  death  of  Mr.  Kellogg,  succeeded  him  to  the  Presidency,  which  office  he  is  still 
filling  in  a  very  able  manner. 

He  was  born  at  Plymouth  Hollow,  Connecticut,  January  11,  1839,  and  at  the 
early  age  of  sixteen  he  came  to  Hartford,  working  six  years  in  the  dry  goods 
trade,  after  which  he  entered  the  office  of  the  Hartford  Fire  Insurance  Company, 
October  24,  1861. 

In  1862  he  enlisted,  was  appointed  second  lieutenant,  and  at  the  expiration  of 
the  term  of  service,  he  was  mustered  out  as  first  lieutenant,  when  he  returned  to 
his  former  place,  which  had  been  retained  for  him.  He  is  to-day  recognized  as 
one  of  the  most  skillful  fire  underwriters  in  the  United   States. 

The  Vice-President  of  the  Company,  Edw.  Milligan,  was  for  many  years 
actively  connected  with  fire  underwriting  in  Philadelphia,  and  as  a  Special  Agent 
for  the  Company  in  its  Pennsylvania  field.  He  was  elected  Secretary  September 
15th,  1896,  and  Vice-President  January  9th,  1907,  and  has  attained  a  position  of 
marked  prominence  and  influence  in  American  fire  underwriting. 

The    Company    has    two    Secretaries,    John    B.    Knox    and    Thomas    Temple. 

Mr.  Konx  after  an  experience  in  local  agency  and  office  work,  was  elected  As- 
sistant Secretary  October  1st,  1891,  and  Secretary  January  9th,  1907. 

Mr.  Temple  was  for  many  years  connected  with  fire  underwriting  in  the  West- 
ern States,  and  later  in  the  Eastern  field.  After  several  years'  experience  as  the 
Company's  Special  Agent  in  Pennsylvania,  he  was  elected  Assistant  Secretary 
January  11th,  1905,  and  Secretary  January  9th,  1907.  Both  Messrs.  Knox  and 
Temple  are  recognized  as  strong  men  in  the  business. 

The  capital  of  The  Phoenix  Insurance  Company  is  $2,000,000.  Its  admitted 
assets  are  nearly  $10,000,000,  and  its  surplus  to  policy  holders  over  $4,000,000. 


JAML5    FRANCIS    WAL5H 


N  the  poiitical  firmament  of  the  state 
/«jj  of  Connecticut,  James  Francis  Walsh, 
of  Greenwich  is  a  shining  star.  As 
lawyer,  politician  and  public  official  his 
course  has  been  straight  and  clean.  In 
affairs  of  state  he  has  displayed  such  marked 
ability  that  h'gher  honors  are  predicted  foi 
him.  He  was  born  in  Lewisboro,  N.  \ ., 
March  15,  1864,  his  parents  bemg  John  F 
Walsh,  a  blacksmith,  and  Anne  Walsh. 
Shortly  after  his  birth  his  parents  moved 
to  Ridgeneid,  this  state,  where  his  boyhood 
days  were  spent.  Three  years  before  he 
had  attained  his  majority  he  went  to  Green- 
wich, studied  law  with  his  brother,  R.  J. 
Walsh,  and  in  1888  was  admitted  to  the  bar. 
He  put  out  his  shingle  and  built  up  a  strong 
clientage.  His  progress  is  shown  in  these 
facts :  In  1888  appointed  prosecuting  agent 
for  the  Fairfield  countty  icommissioi^eriS ; 
in  1899  prosecuting  attorney  of  the  borotigh  court  of  Greenwich  ;i"n  1900  selected 
by  the  Republican  party  as  State  representative  serving  as  chairman  of  com- 
nutlee  on  railroads;  in  1903  elected  State  senaitor  and  leader  of  Senate;  in  1905 
and  1906  he  was  state  treasurer  and  in  1905  he  was  appointed  judge  of  the  Crim- 
inal Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  Fairfield  County.  On  April  11,  1893,  he  was 
united   in   marnage   to   Emily    Gene   Tweedale   of   Portche&ter,    N.    Y. 

JOHN    MARSHAL    HOLCOMBL 


#' 


,F     distinguished     ancestry,      pleasing 
personality,    an    authority    on    insur- 
ance  matters,   an   able   writer   and   a 
prominent    factor    in    the    city    governuDent, 
John      IN.lar.shall     Holcombe     of      Hartford, 
president    of   the    Phoenix   Mutual   Life    In- 
surance  Company,   is  recognized  as   a   leader 
in  business  and  pul>lic  affairs. 

INIr.  Holcombe  was  born  in  Hartford, 
June  8,  184S,  his  parents  being  James  Hug- 
gins  and  Emily  (Merrill)  Holcombe.  His 
father  was  a  lawyer  and  clerk  of  court  and 
of  ithe  House  and  Senate  of  Connecticut. 
Mr.  Holcombe  is  a  descendant  of  Thomas 
Holcombe,  who  settled  in  Massachusetts  in 
1635,  and  later  in  Windsor,  this  state. 
Among  his  ancestors  are  three  Revolution- 
ary soldiers  and  many  other  men  promi- 
nent in  American  history.  He  entered 
Yale  College,  where  he  received  his  B.  A. 
degree  in  1869,  and  Ivs  M.  A.  degree  in  1872.  As  an  insurance  man  he  began 
his  career  with  the  Connecticut  Mutual  Insurance  Company  in  1869 ;  in  1871  he 
became  actuaiy  of  the  insurance  department  of  the  State  of  Connecticut;  in  1874 
he  became  a.ssisiant  secrecary  cf  the  Phoenix  Mutual  Life,  and  rose  to_  the 
picsidcncy.  He  has  been  a  lecturer  on  insurance  at  Yale  University,  and  written 
art'cles  on  insurance.  On  January  28.  1873^  he  marr'ed  Emily  Seymour  Good- 
will, by   Mhcir.   he   has   had   three   chjldren,   a   daughter   and   two   sons. 


JOHN    C  BRIN5MADL 


I" 


I  HE    true    educator    wields    a    power 

second  to   none,   and   in  the   faithful 

labor  of  Principal  of  the  Gunnery 
School  at  Washington,  of  whom  we  give 
a  brief  biography,  the  people  can  see  the 
influence  for  good  which  will  extend  through 
all  future  time. 

Mr.  Brinsmade  was  born  April  24,  185.', 
in  Springfield,  Mass.,  where  he  attended  a 
private  school.  He  later  attended  the 
Gunnery  at  Washington  and  was  graduated  | 
from  Harvard  in  1874.  The  same  year  he 
came  to  the  Gunnery  to  teach,  and  in  188 1 
he  was  made  Principal  of  the  school.  He 
has  represented  his  town  in  the  General 
Assembly  for  two  terms,  in  1893  and  the 
present  session,  being  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Education.  He  was  sent  to 
the  State  Constitutional  Convention  in   190.?. 

He  attends  the  Congregational  Church,  and  belongs  to  the  Sons  of  the 
American  Revolution  and  the  American  Acr.demy  of  Political  and  Social 
Science.  He  is  genial,  courteous,  enterprising  and  progressive  and  reflects  great 
credit   on   the   community   which   has   honored   him    with   office. 


GLORGL  H.  GABB 


K 


T  THE  1909  session  of  Legislature 
^^^  George  Henry  Gabb  of  Bloomfield 
^  was  one  of  the  youngest  and  most  ac- 
tive Representatives.  He  was  born  in  Bloom- 
field,  August  5,  1880,  his  parents  being  Wil- 
liam J.  and  Kate  A.  (Parsons)  Gabb.  He 
obtained  his  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  that  town,  and  after  leaving  school  he  en- 
gaged in  the  grocery  business,  but  abandoned 
it  to  join  his  father  in  raising  and  selling  leaf 
tobacco.  The  Gabbs  have  one  of  the  largest 
tobacco  warehouses  in  Bloomfield  and  that  is 
saying  a  great  deal  for  Bloomfield  is  a  great 
tobacco-growing  section.  Mr.  Gabb  is  a 
standpatter  for  the  Democratic  party.  At  the 
last  session  of  the  Legislature  he  served  on 
the  State  Library  and  Unfinished  Business 
Committees ;  the  former  committee  was  one 
of  the  most  important  of  the  session. 

In     1901     he     was     united     in     marriage 
to  Annanette  Goodwin  and  the 

union  was  blest  with  two  children, 
Eunice  Ethehvyn,  aged  six,  and  Katheryn  Annanette,  aged  three. 
Mr.  Gabb  is  a  member  of  Hiram  Lodge,  No.  98,  and  Past  Master  of  the 
same  lodge,  also  the  Connecticut  Consistory  of  Norwich,  thirty-second  degree 
Sphinx  Temple  Shrine,  and  many  others.  He  is  manifestly  a  public  spirited  young 
man  and  possessed  of  those  qualities  which  build  enduring  friendships.  He  has 
the  confidense  of  all  his  townspeople  and  it  is  predicted  that  in  the  years  to  come 
he  will  enjoy  greater  political  honors.  He  has  youth  in  his  favor,  a  "lucrative  busi- 
ness and  has  launched  out  into  life  with  excellent  prospects. 


LDWARD  L.  5MITH 

»  NAME  that  is  heard  much  lately,  in  connection  with  the  present  political 
(^  situation  in  Hartford,  is  that  of  Edward  L.  Smith,  one  of  Hartford's  young 
and  most  successful  Attorneys.  He  was  recently  elected  Mayor  of  Hartford 
on  the  Democratic  ticket,  and  a  mighty  good  Mayor  he  is  making  Hartford,  too,  is 
the  opinion  of  a  great  many  voters  in  the  Republican  party,  as  well  as  in  his 
own  part}'. 

'Mr.  Smith  was  born  January  22,  1875,  in  Hartford,  Connecticut,  the  son  of 
Andrew  and  Julia  (Burke)  Smith.  He  received  his  education  in  the  Hartford 
schools,  and  later  graduated  from  Yale  College,  with  a  Degree  of  A.  B.,  and  Yale 
Law   School,  with  the  Degree  of  B.  L.  L. 

On  February  6,  1909  he  was  married  to  Gra:e  Lynch.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Beard  of  Water  Commissioners  for  six  years,  and  served  very  ably  in  that 
capacity. 

Although  there  is  much  that  could  be  said  regarding  his  qualifications,  there  is 
but  little  need  as  his  ability  and  efficiency  are  well  known  in  Hartford.  It  is 
conceded  by  all  that  Mr.  Smith  is  giving  a  good,  clean  administration,  and  is 
making  the  city  a  model  executive. 

JOHN  F.  McGRATH 

/"jT  ONSPICUOUSLY  among  the  foremost  of  the  younger  element  of  the  legal 
fraternity  in  New  Haven  County,  is  John  F.  McGrath  of  Waterbury  who 
is  one  of  the  most  successful  Attorneys  of  that  city. 
He  is  one  of  the   Prosecuting  Attorneys  of  Waterbury,  and  very  few  lawyers 
of  his  age,  are  so  widely  known,  and  none  are  more  highly  esteemed  by  all  classes 
of  citizens.    He  is  the  law  partner  of  Abner  P.  Hayes,   who  has  acquired  consid- 
erable prominence  in  the  political  activities  of  the  State. 

Mr.  McGrath  is  regarded  with  the  highest  respect,  by  his  fellow-professional 
workers,  and  is  considered  one  of  the  best  informed  and  expert  interpreters  of 
law  among  the  younger  members  of  the  State  Bar.  His  success  has  been  gauged 
in  accordance  with  his  exceptional  ability  and  energy. 

CHARLL5  5AFFORD 

^UDGE  Charles  A.  Safford  of  Hartford,     is  one  of  the   best  known  attorneys 
f^  of  this  city.    ]Mr.  Safford  has  Law  offices  in  the  Hartford  Trust  Co.,  Build- 
ing, and  enjoys  a  very  extensive  practice  of  many  years  duration. 
He   is   one    of   the   most   popular   citizens   of   Hartford,   and   has   been,   and   is 
distinctively,  a  man  of  affairs,  and  one  who  has  wielded  a  wide  influence. 

A  strong  mentality,  and  invincible  courage,  a  most  determined  individuality 
have  so  entered  into  his  make-up,  as  to  render  him  a  natural  leader  of  men,  and  a 
Director  of  opinion.  His  duties  are  always  conscientiously  discharged,  and  he  is 
numbered  among  the  valued  and  useful  citizens  of  his  community. 


C05TLLL0    LIPPITT 

The  successful  lives  of  such  men  as  the  one  whose  name  opens  this  sketch, 
afford  the  hest  refutation  to  the  slanderous  statement  that,  "New  England  offers 
no  opportunity-  for  poor  boys  to  attain  wealth  and  distinction."  Self-made,  and 
to  no  considerable  degree  self-educated,  he  has  climbed  the  ladder  of  success  rung 
by  rung,  wholly  through  his  own  pluck  and  pertinacit}^ 

Mr.  Lippitt  was  born  December  12,  1842,  in  East  Killingly,  and  was  ten  years 
old  when  his  parents  moved  to  Norwich.  He  received  his  education  in  the  district 
school  of  East  Killingly,  the  public  schools  and  the  Free  Academy  of  Norwich. 
He  graduated  from  Wesleyan  University  with  the  degree  of  A.  B.,  and  in  1867  the 
degree  of  M.  A.  was  conferred  upon  him.  After  leaving  college  he  returned  to 
Norwich  and  started  his  bank  career  by  entering  the  Thames  National  Bank,  but 
in  January,  1865,  accepted  a  clerkship  in  the  Norwich  Savings  Society.  He  is  to- 
day secretary  and  treasurer  of  this  bank,  which  is  the  second  largest  savings  bank 
in  the  state. 

Mr.  Lippitt,  who  is  at  present  Mayor  of  Norwich,  is  a  staunch  supporter  of 
the  Republican  party,  and  closes  a  very  successful  term  of  office  in  June.  His 
candidacy  for  State  Treasurer  has  recently  been  announced,  and  it  is  admitted  on 
all  sides  that  his  name  will  give  much  strength  to  the  Republican  ticket,  as  he  has 
exceptional  qualifications  for  the  office,  there  has  been  nothing  but  approval  ex- 
pressed from  the  public  and  press  alike  regarding  his  candidacy,  and  particularly 
as  to  his  fitness  for  the  office. 

Besides  being  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Norwich  Savings  Society,  to  which 
responsible  position  he  was  elected  in  1881,  he  is  president  of  the  Merchants  Na- 
tional Bank,  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Eliza  Huntington  Memorial  Home, 
secretary  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Norwich  Free  Academy,  treasurer  of 
the  Groton  and  Stonington  Street  Railway,  treasurer  of  the  Grand  Commandery, 
K.  T.,  of  Connecticut,  president  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Norwich  Hos- 
pital for  the  Insane,  and  president  of  the  Norwich,  Colchester  and  Hartford  Trac- 
tion Company. 

He  is  a  thirty-third  degree  Mason,  and  is  one  of  Connecticut's  ablest  and 
most  popular  citizens. 


GILBERT  &  BLNNLTT  MANUFACTURING  CO. 

There  is  scarcely  a  branch  of  manufacture  that  is  not  represented  in  Connecti- 
cut. Ordinarily  one  does  not  begin  to  realize  the  vast  number  of  things  that  are 
made  and  placed  upon  the  market — or,  if  they  do,  they  do  not  stop  to  consider  the 
oddity  of  some  of  the  industries.  Perhaps  one  is  the  making  of  Wire  Goods  such 
as  Wire  Cloth,  Wire  Netting,  Wire  Fencing,  etc.  Yet  how  many  stop  to  ask 
about  the  process  of  manufacture. 

The  Gilbert  &  Bennett  Manufacturing  Company  of  Georgetown,  Connecticut, 
New  York,  and  Chicago,  are  the  leaders  in  their  kind  of  manufacture  in  the  world, 
the  goods  they  make,  are  classed  under  the  general  heads  of  Wire  Cloth,  Wire 
Netting,  G.  &  B.  System  of  Fire-Proofing,  Wire  Goods,  Wire  Work  and  foundry 
and  coal  yard  supplies.  All  Steel  Wire  used  in  the  manufacture  of  their  products 
is  drawn  and  tempered  by  them  from  selected  stock.  A  high  grade  of  steel 
throughout  their  entire  line  has  taken  the  place  of  the  iron  wire  of  earlier  days. 

From  ore  to  pig-iron,  to  steel,  to  billets,  and  to  rods  about  the  size  of  a  lead 
pencil  are  processes  before  the  wire  is  drawn.  Wire  is  made  by  passing  these  rods 
through  steel  dies,  cold,  and  diminished  in  size  by  repeated  drawings,  being  made 
as  fine  as  hair — No.  36  being  so  fine  as  to  require  4600  feet  to  make  a  pound. 

The  term  "Wire  Cloth"  technically  refers  to  a  fabric  of  wire,  having  a  square, 
or  rectangular  holes,  woven  on  a  loom.  The  meshes  range  in  size  from  three 
inches  down  to  the  minute  size  of  40,000  to  the  square  inch  of  cloth.  Wire  Cloth 
for  Door  and  Window  Screens  being  in  common  use  is  probably  most  interesting 
to  the  general  public. 

Galvanized  and  Pearl  Cloth  are  very  much  appreciated  by  the  trade,  not  only 
by  reason  of  their  having  a  finer  appearance  than  the  plain,  but  because  they  can 
be  carried  in  stock  without  the  danger  of  becoming  rusty,  enabling  dealers  to  serve 
their  customers  with  much  better  satisfaction  and  avoiding  loss. 

Wire  Fencing  is  made  of  Steel  Wire,  galvanized  after  weaving  and  is  espe- 
cially adapted  for  front  and  division  fences,  also  for  gardens,  parks,  etc.  The 
wires  are  twisted  into  regular  hexagonal  meshes  two  inches  wide  by  automatic 
machinery,  forming  a  straight,  flat,  and  smooth  fabric.  Three-wire  twisted  sel- 
vages are  woven  in  on  each  side,  giving  it  a  desirable  finish. 

"G.  &  B."  System  of  Fire-Proofing  is  based  on  the  theory  that  wooden  timbers 
and  frame  work  can  be  protected  against  damage  by  fire  by  the  use  of  mortar 
properly  employed.  The  materials  constituting  this  fire-proofing  are  galvanized  or 
plain  wire  cloth,  known  in  this  connection  as  Wire  Lathing,  Hammond's  Metal 
Furring,  and  mortar.     For  exteriors  cement  is  used  in  place  of  mortar. 

Wire  Goods  are  classified  as  follows :  Lawn  Goods,  House  Furnishing  Goods, 
Stationers'  and  Druggists'  Goods,  Stable  Fixtures,  and  a  score  of  other  practical 
articles  under  the  head  of  miscellaneous. 

Under  the  head  of  Wire  Works  are  embraced:  Window-Guards,  Office  and 
Bank  Railings,  Elevator  Enclosures,  etc.  The  manufacture  of  foundry  and  coal 
yard  supplies  include.  Coal  Screens,  Steel  Scoops,  Steel  Coal  and  Coke  Forks, 
Moulder  Shovels,  G.  &  L.,  Steel  Brooms  and  Brushes,  Coal  Baskets,  Steel  Coal 
Chutes,  Car  Movers,  Coal  Screen  and  Wire  Cloth,  etc. 

The  above  articles  mentioned  throughout  this  brief  sketch  show  in  part  only 
the  magnitude  of  this  great  concern.  A  limited  space  precludes  further  mention, 
but  as  to  a  true  American  enterprise  the  Gilbert  &  Bennett  Company  are  among 
the  leaders. 

David  H.  Miller  is  president  and  treasurer,  and  Samuel  J.  Miller  is  vice-presi- 
dent, secretary  and  general  manager. 


NATIONAL  FIRL   INSURANCE  COMPANY 

CHE  National  Fire  Insurance  Company  of  Hartford  is  rightfully  considered 
one  of  the  safest  and  strongest  companies  in  the  country  to-day.  This  com- 
pany does  a  mcst  extensive  business  throughout  the  entire  country  and 
furnishes  lire  insurance  at  the  lowest  figures  compatible  with  absolute  safety  and 
protection. 

It  is  a  noteworthy  fact  that  although  the  National  sustained  losses  with  two 
exceptions  greater  than  any  other  of  the  Hartford  companies,  in  the  San  Francisco 
conflagration,  it  was  prepared  to  make  gross  payments  of  nearly  three  and  a  half 
million  dollars  without  calling  upon  the  stockholders  for  additional  funds,  and  still 
had  left  a  net  surplus  of  over  a  million. 

This  treatment  was  appreciated  by  the  Pacific  Coast  property  owners,  and  the 
National's  business  there  is  now  several  times  greater  than  it  was  previous  to  the 
disaster. 

The  management  of  this  company  is  in  the  most  excellent  hands  and  has  an 
able  Board  of  Directors,  composed  of  some  of  the  most  prominent  and  influential 
men  in  this   vicinity. 

Judge  Nichols,  the  President  of  this  company,  needs  no  words  of  commenda- 
tion, as  his  successful  career  is  a  sufficient  testimonial  of  his  integrity,  upright- 
ness and  eflficiency. 


PHOLNIX   INSURANCE  COMPANY 

?i  MONG  the  several  leading  and  enterprising  Life  Insurance  Companies  whicli 
J^  has  given  Hartford  its  enviable  reputation  as  one  of  the  insurance  centers 
^        of  the  world,  the  Phoenix  Mutual  stands  the  leader. 

This  company  since  its  inception  in  1851  has  been  one  of  the  most  progressive 
Life  Insurance  Companies  in  the  country.  Operating  on  a  purely  mutual  basis,  the 
aim  of  this  company  is  to  furnish  absolutely  safe  insurance  at_  tlie  lowest  possible 
cost,  at  the  same  time  giving  contracts  as  liberal  as  is  possible  with  efficiency, 
service   and   protection. 

The  officials  of  this  company  are  men  of  integrity  and  ability,  whose  names 
are  a  guarantee  to  the  success  of  any  enterprise  with  which  they  may  be  identified. 
Mr.  John  M.  Holcomb,  the  well  known  President  of  this  company  is  without 
doubt  one  of  the  best  known  insurance  men  of  the  state,  beginning  his  career  as  an 
insurance  man  in  the  office  of  the  Actuary  of  the  Connecticut  Mutual  Life  Insur- 
ance Company. 

In  1871  he  became  Actuary  of  the  insurance  department  of  the  State  of  Con- 
necticut which  ofifice  he  held  for  three  years.  In  1874  he  became  Assistant  Secre- 
tary of  the  Phoenix  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company,  the  following  year  he  was 
made  Secretary,  and  in  1899  Vice-President  of  the  Company  of  which  he  is  now 
the    President. 


HORTON   MANUFACTURING  COMPANY 

'ANY  of  ihe  industries  of  Bristol  have  become  world-famous  through  their 
products,  'ionc  more  so  than  the  Horton  Manufacturing  Company,  whose 
admirably  equipped  plant  is  most  advantageously  located.  This  Company 
vvas  duly  organized  in  1887,  and  has  the  following  officers  :  C.  F.  Pope  President, 
a  resident  of  N^ew  York  City;  C.  T.  Treadway,  Treasurer  and  'W.  H.  Bacon, 
Secretary. 

This  Company  manufactures  steel  jointed  and  telescopic  fishing  rods  in  n 
great  variety  oi  lengths,  trims  and  grips.  These  fishing  rods  have  the  unqualified 
endorsement  of  fishing  tackle  dealers  and  members  of  the  angling  fraternity  all 
over  the  country,  the  Company's  trade  being  broadly  distributed  throughout  the 
United  States  and  Canada,  as  well  as  abroad. 

The  Horton  Manufacturing  Company  has  steadily  grown  from  its  inception, 
and  has  acquiied  a  commercial  prominence  of  no  ordinary  character.  This  con- 
cern's standing  in  industrial  circles  is  too  high  to  need  commendation  in 
these  pages,  and  it  justly  merits  the  high  reputation  it  has  permanently  attained, 
both  as  regards  business  ability  and  true   New  England  enterprise. 


COL.   L.   H.   HAVLNS 


HUNTER  &  HAVLN5 


3N  BUSINESS  the  success  of  any  concern  depends  quite  largely  on  the  per- 
sonality of  its  owners.  "If  you  would  gain  friends,  smile,"  is  an  old  adage, 
but  the  revised  version  adds  the  word  "business"  to  "friends."  The  firm  of 
Hunter  &  Havens  of  Bridgeport  is  known  all  over  Connecticut  through  the  charm- 
ing qualities  of  R.  L.  Hunter  and  E.  H.  Havens,  who  constitute  the  partnership. 
They  are  extremely  cordial  in  their  business  and  social  relations  and  thus  have 
built  up  one  of  the  largest  hardware  establishments  in  New  England.  The  firm 
was  organized  in  1888  under  the  name  of  Hunter,  Patchen  &  Haven.  Since  1894 
the  business  has  been  conducted  by  the  gentlemen  previously  named.  Hunter  & 
Havens  have  a  complete  stock  of  hardware,  asbestos,  paint,  roofing  and  pipe  cover- 
ing and  make  a  specialty  of  mechanics'  supplies,  builders'  hardware  and  manufac- 
turers' supplies.  They  have  a  large  warehouse  on  Housatonic  Avenue,  Bridgeport. 
Colonel  E.  H.  Havens,  who  has  the  largest  interest  in  the  concern,  was  born  in 
Bridgeport  in  1864,  his  parents  being  George  O.  and  Clara  (Moore)  Havens.  His 
education  was  acquired  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  town  after  which  he 
worked  for  one  year  in  Rogers  &  Morfort,  wholesale  grocery,  in  Bridgeport.  In 
1891  he  was  married  to  Emma  Louise  Curtis  and  the  union  has  been  blest  with 
five  children,  Helen  Curtis,  Mabel  Howard,  Kate  Eleanor,  Elizabeth  Moore  and 
Emma  Louise.  Politically  Colonel  Havens  is  an  out-and-out  Republican.  For  nine 
years  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  Bridgeport  Board  of  Education,  and  has  long 
been  a  director  of  the  Bridgeport  Boys'  Club.  He  is  an  Odd  Fellow  and  Mason 
and  an  attendant  of  the  Congregational  church.  He  was  appointed  on  the  staff  of 
the  late  Governor  Lilley  and  re-appointed  by  Governor  Weeks,  which  carries  with 
it  the  title  of  Colonel.  The  firm  of  Hunter  &  Havens  richly  merits  the  success  it 
has  attained. 


BLNLDICT  M.  HOLDE.N 


/TTHERE  are    few  of  the  legal  fraternity  in    Connecticut  who    have  come  to  the 
\1/  front   more   rapidly  than   Benedict   M.    Holden,    a   rising   yo-ing   Attorney  of 
Hartford. 

Mr.  Holden  was  born  oji  February  17,  1874,  in  Bristol,  Connecticut,  the  son  of 
Felix  and  Jane  (Farley)  ffolden.  It  was  the  ambition  of  Mr.  Holden,  from  early 
childhood  to  become  a  Lawyer,  and  to  gain  this  end  he  worked  diligently  all 
through  his  boyhood,  to  earn  money  for  his  legal  education.  After  completing  hi.s 
studies  in  the  public  high  schools  of  Bristol,  he  entered  the  Law  Oepartment  of 
Yale  University. 

He  was  graduated  from  Yale  Law  School  with  the  Degree  oi  L.  L.  B,  in 
1895.  He  enlisted  in  the  United  States  Army  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Spanish 
American  War,  and  saw  active  service  in  the  Philippines,  during  which  time  he 
was  Battalion  Sergeant  Major,  in  2d  Battalion,  27th  United  States  Volunteer  In- 
fantry. 

Mr.  Holden  is  one  of  the  leading  Attorneys  of  the  state,  and  has  had  many 
successful  and  important  cases.  He  is  a  Democrat  in  Politics,  and  was  once  a 
candidate  for  Congress  on  that  ticket.  He  is  a  Director  of  St.  Francis  Hospital,  of 
Hartford,  a  member  of  the  Hartford  Club,  and  the  Home  Club  of  Meriden._  On 
November  i8,  1902,  Mr.  Holden  married  Grace  Frances  Farrell,  by  whom 
one  child,  Mary  Holden. 

In  Mr.  Holden's  career,  we  find  much  that  is  not  only  interesting,  but  instruc- 
tive as  well.  He  started  in  life  a  poor  boy,  his  only  asset  being  an  ambitious  de- 
sire to  succeed,  and  he  has  succeeded.     His  success  is  well  earned  and  deserved. 


I5AAC  5LLLYL  KNAPP 


^HROUGH    his    connection    with    poli- 

>^  tics,  state  and  local,  coupled  with 
years  of  successful  farming,  Isaac 
Seelye  Knapp,  of  New  Fairfield,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  is  well  and  favorably  known. 
He  has  been  a  practically  life-long  resident 
of  that  town,  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  its 
most  prominent  citizens. 

Mr.  Knapp  was  born  November  26,  1856, 
and,  being  still  in  his  prime,  has  a  firm  grip 
on  affairs  in  general.  His  parents  were 
Enoch  and  Rachel  A.  (Barnum)  Knapp.  His 
education  was  acquired  in  the  district  schools 
and  at  Chappaqua  Institute,  Chappaqua,  N.  Y. 
His  school  days  over,  he  took  up  farming  in 
the  town  of  his  birth  and  has  been  very 
successful.  He  has  served  on  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  in  New  Fairfield.  During  the 
deadlock  session  of  the  Legislature  in  1891-'93  he  represented  his  town,  and  again 
in  the  session  of  1909.  In  the  latter  session  he  was  a  member  of  the  Putnam 
Memorial  Camp  and  State  Library  Committees,  which  had  important  work.  Politi- 
cally he  is  a  Republican  and  has  always  served  his  party  faithfully.  In  fraternal 
circles  his  membership  is  with  the  }vIasons,  Odd  Fellows  and  Grange.  He  was 
married  to  Luella  ]\Iay  Dayton  in  1894.  She  is  now  deceased.  Mr.  Knapp's  up- 
rightness of  character  combined  with  honest  and  straightforward  principles  have 
won  for  him  the  confidence  of  all  acquaintances. 


JOHN  HURLLY 

j^OUND  judgment,  combined  with  rare 
*^^  ability  in  commercial  lines  has  en- 
^  abled  the  subject  of  this  biography, 
a  well-known  resident  of  Waterbury,  to  ob- 
tain a  substantial  success  in  life.  He  was 
born  ^larch  17,  1850,  in  County  Kerry,  Ire- 
land, the  son  of  John  and  Hannah  (Flaherty) 
Hurley.  In  politics  he  is  a  staunch  Democrat 
and  has  been  State  Senator  from  the  16th 
i  )istri:t  for  two  consecutive  terms,  1907-1909. 
At  the  latter  session  he  was  a  member  of 
he  Committees  on  Legislative  Expenses,  Ex- 
ecutive Nominations,  and  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Sale  of  Lands.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Catholic  Church,  the  Foresters 
of  America  and  the  A.  O.  H.  He  is  married 
and  has  four  children ;  Thomas,  John,  Mary 
and   Josephine. 

Senator  Hurley  has  always  maintained 
the  highest  reputation  for  honesty  and 
uprightness  in  all  his  dealings.  He  is 
one  of  the  successful  business  men  .  in 
Waterbury  and  in  civic  matters  his  advice  is  often  sought  as  he  is  ever  willing 
and  ready  to  be  of  service  to  his  townsmen.  His  manliness,  ability  and  good  nature 
have  won  for  him  the  universal  respect  and  esteem  of  all  with  whom  he  has  come 
in  contact.  While  not  of  an  argumentative  disposition  he  has  a  mind  of  his  own 
and  when  the  occasion  requires,  shows  a  most  commendable  firmness  and  strength 
of  character. 


ARTHUR  ALLLN  BAILLY 


^o   have  the  honor  of   representing  his  native  town  in  the  General  Asseui- 
\jy  bly   two   consecutive    sessions    as    one    of    its    youngest   members,    speaks 
well   for   the  confiderice   in   which   Arthur   Allen    Bailey,    of   Windsor,    is 
held  by  his   fellow  townsmen. 

Mr..  Bailey  was  born  in  Windsor,  August  4,  1873,  the  son  of  William  and 
I.enora  B.  (Pease)  Bailey.  He  was  fitted  for  the  duties  of  life  in  the  public 
schools  of  Windsor  and  Hannum's  Business  College,  Hartford.  He  entered 
the  employ  of  the  Eddy  Electric  Manufacturing  Company,  Windsor,  in  1891, 
as  office  boy.  His  faithfulness  to  duty  was  quickly  recognized  and  he  was  pro- 
moted to  shipping  clerk,  book-keener  and  paymaster.  In  1901,  when  the  con- 
cern passed  into  receivers'  hands,  he  was  retailed  as  book-keeper,  and  when 
the  purchase  was  made  by  the  General  Electric  Company  he  was  appointed 
10  the  present  important  position  ci'f  Agent  at  the  Windsor  works  kno\vn  as  the 
Eddy  Electric  Corporation.  He  has  always  been  a  standard  bearer  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  and  since  1890  has  been  chairman  of  the  Republican  Town 
Committee.  In  fraternal  relations  he  is  a,  thirty-second  degree  Mason  and 
Odd  Fellow,  being  a  member  of  WashingtCin  ledge.  No.  70,  A.  F.  and  A.  M., 
Windsor:  Pythagoras  Chapter,  No.  17,  R.  A.  M.,  Hartford;  Wolcott  Council, 
No.  I,  R.  &  S..  iM.,  Hartford;  Washington  Conmiandery,  No.  i,  K.  T.,  Hart- 
ford; Connecticut  Sovereign  Consistory.  S.  P.  R.  S.,  Norwich;  Sphinx  Temple. 
A.  A.  O.  N.  M.  S.,  Hartford;  and  a  member  and  trustee  of  Palisado  Lodg". 
No.  21,.  I.  O.  O.  F. ;  also  a  me  mber  of  G.  Fred  Barnes  Encampment, No.  8. 
I.    O.    O.    F..    Hartford. 

At  the  1907  session  of  the  Legislature  he  was  the  effi.cient  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  having  served  in  the  same  capacity  at  the  previous 
session.  Hrs  success  in  life  shows-  what  one  of  high  morals  and  abilitv  can 
attain  with   concentrated  effort. 


HON.  CHARLL5  W.  BARNUM 

3N  OUR  list  of  notable  men  of  Connecticut,  few  have  achieved  greater  suc- 
cess than  that  attained  by  Charles  W.  Barnum,  Republican  Senator  from  the 
Thirty-First  District. 

The  biographies  of  successful  men  teem  with  illustrations  that  those  traits 
of  character  which  seem  most  widely  distributed,  and  most  easily  acquired,  are 
most  fruitful  of  prosperity  and  progress.  Energy  and  good  judgment,  application 
and  intelligence,  are  the  weapons  with  which  adverse  fate  can  be  fearlessly  faced, 
and  vanquished. 

Everywhere  in  our  land,  are  found  men  who  have  worked  their  own  way  to 
leadership  in  commerce,  the  great  productive  industries,  the  management  of  finan- 
cial affairs,  and  in  the  political  activities  of  the  covmtry.  It  is  one  of  the  glories 
of  our  nation  that  it  is  so.  Prominent  among  the  industrial  and  political  lead- 
ers, is  Charles  W.  Barnum. 

He  was  born  October  30,  1853,  in  Lime  Rock,  Connecticut,  and  is  the  son  of 
William  H.  and  Charlotte  A.  (Burrall)  Barnum.  His  education  was  received  in 
the  public  schools  of  his  native  town,  and  the  select  school  of  the  late  John  H. 
Hurlbutt.  On  May  27,  1875  Senator  Barnum  married  ]Mary  Nicholls,  which  union 
has  been  blessed  with  two  children;  Richard  N.,  born  April  4,  1876,  and  Charlotte, 
born  October  12,  1879.  He  is  Vice-President  and  Director  of  the  Barnum,  Rich- 
ardson Company,  manufacturers  of  Salisbury  Pig  Iron  and  Car  Wheels,  which 
was  established  in  1734,  and  incorporated  in  1864.  He  is  also  Director  of  the  Rail- 
wa}^  Steel  Spring  Compan}-,  of  New  York,  New  England  Lime  Company,  Canaan 
National  Bank,  and  Vice-President  of  the  Barnum,  Richardson  Manufacturing 
Company  of  Chicago.  Charles  W.  Barnum  inherited  through  his  father,  the  late 
United  States  Senator  William  H.  Barnum,  unusual  ability,  the  inspiration  of  an 
example  which,  in  a  man  of  Senator  Barnum's  temperament,  will  naturally  lead 
him  to  i:tilize  his  ability  in  the  highest  degree  for  the  public's  good. 

He  is  a  kind-hearted  man  of  generous  impulses.  He  is  very  popular  with 
all  of  the  men  in  his  employ,  and  the\'  all  feel  a  verj'  strong  allegiance  to  him. 
He  has  ever  kept  in  close  touch  with  them,  and  there  is  a  bond  of  sympathy  and 
loyalty  between  them  that  has  existed  for  a  great  number  of  years. 

Senator  Barnum  is  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  in  politics  is  first, 
and  always  a  Republican.  He  has  had  the  honor  to  represent  his  District  in  the 
Senate  for  two  consecutive  Sessions,  and  in  both  Sessions  he  had  important  duties 
to  perform.  In  1907  he  was  the  Senate  Chairman  of  two  committees  :  Incorpora- 
tions and  Senate  Appointments.  This  Session  he  was  again  Chairman  of  the 
same  committees  and  Senate  Chairman  of  the  Special  Committee  on  Public  Util- 
ities. 

Senator  Barnum's  name  has  been  mentioned  more  than  once  as  amongst  the 
likeable  candidates  for  Governor,  on  the  Republican  ticket.  He  is  a  man  of  strong, 
earnest  convictions,  which  are  manifested  by  him  as  a  citizen,  and  in  the  various 
relationships  which  constitute  the  career  of  every  useful  member  of  society.  An 
honest,  earnest  yet  unassuming  man.  Senator  Barnum  holds  the  respect  of  all  who 
are  best  acquainted  with  his  life,  and  he  is  rightfully  considered  one  of  the  most 
popular  citizens  of  the  State. 


HLNRY  MARTIN  KNIGHT 

(The  writer,  in  preparing  this  sketch,  obtained  the  data  from  the  Memorial  written 
by  the  late  Dr.  Gurdon  W.  Russell,  and  as  no  better  way  could  be  found  of  portraying 
this  beautiful  character  than  by  repeating  the  language  of  Dr.  Russell,  this  sketch  is 
composed  mainly  of  paragraphs  in  whole,  or  in  part,  taken  from  this  memorial.)  — 
B.    L.    C. 

/TTHE  secret  of  success  is  concentration.  The  Mghest  ideals  are  attained 
vi-  only  after  years  of  patient  toil  always  tending  toward  the  same  goal.  But 
who  can  measure  the  success  of  a  life,  devoted  to  the  one  all  absorbing 
purpose,  the  uplifting  of  the  weak-minded  unfortunate. 

Henry  Martin  Kn'ght,  the  father  of  Dr.  Cieorge  H.  Knight,  was  born  August 
II,  1827,  at  Stafford,  Connecticut.  He  was  a  son  of  Joseph  and  Ruba  Knight, 
fiis  father  was  a  Congregational  minister,  and  was  known  far  and  wide  among 
the  clergy  as  Father  Knight ;  he  suffered  severely  from  a  distressing  malady, 
and  often  when  unable  to  stand,  would  preach  while  .seated  in  a  chair  in  his 
own  house  to  his  own  congregation  gathered  there.  This  steadfast  adherence 
to  duty,  at  any  cost,   was  transmitted   fully   to   his   son. 

The  education  of  Dr.  Henry  M.  Knight  was  acquired  by  his  own  efforts, 
energy,  and  self-denial.  At  the  age  of  sixteen,  he  entered  Williston  Setminary, 
in  East  Hampton,  r\Iass.,  his  vacations  being  occupied  in  teaching  school.  In 
1847  he  commenced  the  study  of  medicine  with  Dr.  Smith  of  Munson,  Mass., 
and  afterwards  studied  with  Dr.  Miner  of  South  B.raintree,  Mass.  He  grad- 
uated at  the  Berkshire  Medical  College,  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  in  18-19;  was  soon 
after  married  to  Miss  Mary  Phelps,  and  commenced  the  practice  of  medicine  at 
Stafford  Springs. 

In  1851  he  removed  to  Lakeville,  and  entered  into  partnership  with  Dr. 
L'enjamin  Welch,  a  well  known  practitioner  of  that  place.  He  was  actively 
engaged  in  his  profession  until  the  current  of  his  life-work  was  changed  to  the 
care  of  weak  and  feeble-minded  children.  He  was  ever  ready  to  respond  to 
the  calls  of  the  suffering,  knowing  no  difference  in  this  respect  between  rich  and 
poor  and   fairly  earned  the  title  of  the   "beloved   physician." 

In  1854  he  was  elected  to  the  Legislature,  and  was  appointed  one  of  a 
comm,;ttee  to  ascertain  the  number  of  imbecile  children  in  this  State.  The 
knowledge  acquired  while  serving  on  this  committee,  together  with  his  pre- 
vious study  and  observation,  inspired  him  with  the  idea  of  founding  the  school 
which  is  his  best  monument  and  memorial.  In  1856  he  presented  his  plans  to 
the  Legislature,  and  asked  that  Connecticut  should  establish  a  school  for  im- 
beciles similar  to  those  already  instituted  by  Massachusetts  and  Pennsylvania. 
The  measure  passed  the  House,  but  v,-as  defeated  in  the  Senate  by  one  vote. 

In  1858,  abandoning  the  hope  of  State  aid  in  establishing  the  enterprise,  he 
gave  up  general  practice  and  opened  his  ov^n  house  for  the  reception  of  feeble- 
minded patients,  meeting  with  such  success  that  six  years  later  he  erected  the 
main  wing  of  the  present  large  building.  Later  this  was  enlarged  by  appropria- 
tions from  the  State,  which  eventually  recognized  the  utility  and  importance  of 
the  institution. 

His  endeavors  to  enlist  the  co-operation  of  the  State  were  not  successful 
for  some  time;  his  projects  were  regarded  as  too  visionary  for  contributions 
of  the  public  money.  It  was  thought  nothing  could  be  done  with  these  people, 
and  why  waste  upon  them  either  money  or  time  which  were  better  spent  else- 
where and  on  other  objects.  But  though  disappointed  he  was  not  discouraged, 
and  felt  sure  that  the  time  would  come  when  his  expectations  would  be  realized 
and  he  should  receive  that  public  recognition  whiich  he  deserved.  He  labored 
en   patiently,    and    after    some    years    of    hard   toil,    with    discouragements    which 


would  have  broken  down  a  less  hopeful  man,  he  began  to  reap  his  reward.  The 
success  of  the  school  was  recognized,  and  the  State  began  to  afford  him  some 
aid  in  the  support  which  it  gave  to  poor  pupils.  His  family  was  growing  up 
i)  round  him,  aiding  and  taking  an  interest  in  his  work.  As  far  as  human  eye 
could   see  he   was   receiving  the   reward  of  years   of   labor  and   anxiety. 

And  when  he  was  entering  upon  the  fruition  of  it  he  was  suddenly  taken 
away;  and  so'  it  fell  to  others  to  carry  out  his  humane  and  efficient  plans,  and 
to  labor  in  that  work  to  which  he  consecrated  and  gave  up  his  life.  His  brother 
veil  says  of  him,  that  "he  was  a  man  of  consecrated  heart,  and  did  his  work 
not  merely  as  a  secular  business,  but  from  the  purest  and  highest  motives ;  and 
he  loved  it.   It  enlisted  his   soul  and  whole  being   in  a   religious   sense." 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Mitchell,  in  his  funeral  address,  said  in  part :  "The  most 
marked  features  of  his  character  and  life  were  spiritual  and  noble,  such  as 
we  delight  to  dwell  on,  and  such  as  aid  us  in  placing  him  in  that  higher  realm, 
where  it  is  our  comfort  to  place  him.  He  gave  his  money,  his  influence,  his 
time,  his  strength,  ye.s,  his  very  life  at  last,  for  the  sake  of  his  fellows.  For 
his  friends,  for  the  unfortunate,  for  the  wretched  in  any  sort,  he  was  ready 
?lways  to'  spend  and  be  spent.  He  gave  himself  to  the  weak-minded  unfortu- 
nate. 

"In  his  conversation  his  'hobbies'  were,  first,  last,  and  always,  'the  children,' 
as  he  called  all  the  unfortunate  who  came  under  his  cfire;  next,  the  religious 
subjects,  to  which  he  brought  all  the  life,  and  wariTith,  and  charm  of  which  he 
was  so  much  the  master  ;  then  music,  in  which  he  was  so  tmusually  gifted,  and 
to  which  he  gave  devotion  that  would  have  brought  him  fame  had  he  not  chosen 
better  things  for  a  life  work. 

"All  that  he  did,  he  did  with  his  might,  whether  in  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession, in  the  management  of  his  own  affairs,  in  the  teaching  of  his  specialty, 
in  his  efforts  in  the  cause  of  temperance,  in  his  labors  in  the  Sunday  school, 
in  his  duties  in  the  church  of  which  he  was  a  deacon,  in  the  parish  choir,  or  in 
his  aid  of  any  measure  of  interest  in  the  village,  all  this  he  did  with  his  whole 
heart;  nor  was  it  done  grudgingly,  or  as  if  from  necessity,  but  with  cheerfulness 
and  sincerity. 

"But  no  system,  however  strong,  can  always  bear  an  excessive  strain.  By 
and  by  there  comes  a  break  \:n  it,  and  it  came  to  Dr.  Knight,  just  as  it  has  come 
ito  thousands  more  who  are  neglectful  of  themselves. 

"And  yet  it  must  be  confessed  there  is  a  certain  amount  of  excuse  for  these 
persons,  and  in  admiration  of  their  po'.vers  we  are  inclined  to  forgive  or  re- 
gard lightly  their  special  cases  of  sinning.  With  the  many  instances  of  sloth- 
fulness,  and  selfishness,  and  twadcJling,  and  half-performance  of  duties  we  so 
often  see,  it  is  glorious,  sometimes,  to  find  a  man  with  all  his  strength  of  mind 
and  body,  conscious  of  his  ability,  exercising  his  full  powers,  not  for  himself 
alone  but,   fand  it  is  especially  true  of  Dr.  Knight,)   for  others. 

"Continually  in  pain,  much  of  the  time  confined  to  his  room,  he  nevertheless 
conducted  the  affairs  of  his  institution,  was  at  his  post  in  the  Siuiday  School 
whenever  possible,  and  although  strictly  forbidden  by  his  physicians,  still  spoke 
occasionally  in  public  on  subjects  dear  to  his  heart.  The  latter  part  of  December 
(1879)  he  left  his  home  to  spend  the  winter  in  Florida,  hoping  for  a  comfort- 
able season,  but  was  taken  with  severe  symptoms  at  Fernandina,  and  died  on 
the  twenty-second  of  January,  tSSo. 

"The  story  of  this  gentleman's  life  is  a  record  of  wholly  honorable  attain- 
I'lent.  In  these  latter  days,  when  what  we  call  success  is  so  generally  won  by 
devious  ways  of  dishonesty,  cunning  and  brutal  selfishness,  that  strides  rough- 
shod to  fortune  over  the  wrecks  of  other's  lives,  it  is  a  grateful  task  to  tell  of 
one  who  set  his  mark  high  and  following  hand  in  hand  with  honor,  reached 
his  goal,  leaving  for  those  who  knew  and  loved  him,  a  fragrant  memory. 


5IDNLY  LDWIN  HAWLLY 

jft  lOGRAPHY  of  the  country's  great  men  was  the  favorite  reading  as  a  boy 

IP-  of  Sidney  Edwin  Hawley  of  Brookfield,  high  sheriff  of  Fairfield 
^        Connty. 

His  early  days  were  not  of  luxury ;  on  the  contrary  he  was  obliged  to 
practice  self-dercal.  In  Biography  he  read  much  that  encouraged  him.  He 
could  all  the  better  appreciate  that  ambition  and  diligent  labor  were  producers 
of  success.     Thus  he  gained  great  strength  of  character  at  an  early  age. 

He  was  born  in  Brookfield,  Connecticut.  November  2Q,  1884,  the  son  of 
Charles  and  Anna  (]\Ierwin)  Hawle\'.  His  father  was  a  farmer,  the  incumbent 
of  many  ofhces  in  Brookfield  and  at  one  time  was  county  commissioner.  Sir. 
Hawley  is  descended  from  Joseph  Hawley.  who  came  to  Boston  from  England 
in  162Q  and  settled  in  Stratford,  Connecticut,  about  1646.  Benjamin  Hawley 
from  whom  Mr.  Hawley  is  the  fourth  generation  of  descent,  located  in  Newton, 
the  northern  part  of  which  is  known  as  Hawleyville.  The  public  schools  and  a 
private  academy  in  Brookfield  furnished  his  education  and  much  time  that  he 
wished  to  devote  to  study  was  of  necessity  put  in  on  the  farm.  Leaving  school 
he  contmued  farming  and  raising  tobacco.  In  1886  and  1888  he  represented 
Brookneld  in  the  Legislature. 

In  1889  he  was  appointed  a  member  of  the  vState  Board  of  Agriculture  and 
the  same  year  was  appointed  deputy  collector  of  internal  revenue,  serving  until 
1804.  That  year  he  was  elected  sheriff  of  Fairfield  County,  which  office  he  still 
holds.  His  supervision  of  the  county  jail  has  been  fruitful  of  many  needed  rc- 
ff-rms..  He  is  a  member  of  the  Masons.  Odd  Fellows,  Elks,  Red  Men  and 
Grange;  also  of  the  Seaside,  Calumet,  Park  Oity  and  Yacht  Clubs  of  Bridgeport. 
The  Republican  party  has  always  received  his  zealous  support.  In  creed  he  is  a 
Congrcgationalist.  In  June  1871  he  was  married  to  Sarah  A.  Roc.  They  have 
no  children. 

ALLXANDLR  HARBI50N 

j^  IG  in   stature,   strong  physically   and   mentally,    a   prince    of   story   tellers, 
IP-   deeply  interested  in  politics  and  an  enthusiast  in  clean  sports  are  salient 
^      points  in  the  life  of  Alexander  Harbison.     Everybody  in  Hartford  knows 
him   and   his   popularity   is   not   questioned. 

He  was  born  March  31,  1842,  in  County  Armeagh,  Irt^land,  and  came  to 
Hartford  when  a  boy.  After  his  graduation  from  the  Hartford  High  School  he 
worked  in  a  market  until  he  was  ig  years  old,  when  he  entered  the  grocery  firm 
of  Harbison  Brothers.  In  1881  he  disposed  of  his  interest  in  the  business  to 
engage  -n  the  sale  of  realty.  In  1886  he  took  the  agency  of  the  New  York  Life 
InsuranceCompany  and  in  1900  as  Republican  candidate  h«  was  electe'd  chief 
magistrate  of  the  city  by  a  large  majority,  performing  his  dulties  most  acceptably. 
His  entry  into  politics  was  in  1870  as  an  alderman.  He  is  a  veteran  of  the 
Hartford  City  Guard.  During  the  administration  of  Governor  Bigeilow  he  was 
quartermaster-general  on  the  Governor's  staff  and  for  several  years  was  pay- 
master of  the  Putnam  Phalanx.  Fond  of  horse  racing  he  was  president  of  the 
Charter  Oak  Park  company  for  six  years  and  sdcretary  for  five  years.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Red  Men,  Owls,  Knights  of  Phythias,  iElks,  Odd  fellows.  Masons, 
Pvthagoras   Chapter  and    Wolcott   Council. 

F.  CLARLNCL  BI55LLL 

"^IYONORED  and  esteemed  by  all,  there  are  few  men  in  Hartford  who  occupy 
!j)X  a  more  responsible  position  in  public  affairs  than  Air.  Bissell,  the  subject  of 
~  this  sketch,  who  is  now  creditably  serving  as  Deputy  State  Comptroller^  of 
Connnecticut.  As  an  assistant  to  one  of  the  most  important  of  the  state  officials 
he  has  been  enterprising,  energetic,  and  always  abreast  of  the  times,  and  has  been 
rewarded  by  an  ample  amount  of  success. 

Hartford  now  claims  Mr.  Bissell  as  one  of  her  citizens,  although  up  to  a  short 
time  ago,  he  had  for  many  years  made  Willimantic  his  home.  He  is  of  a  very 
genial  and  social  nature,  and  is  very  popular,  having  a  most  extensive  circle  of 
friends  and  acquaintances,  who  are  always  sure  of  a  hearty  welcome  at  his  hos- 
pitable home. 
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GEORGE,  H.  KNIGHT 

TyTOREMOST  among  the   names  of    Connecticut's   successful      citizens,  is  that  of 
r^    Dr.  George  H.  Knight,  a  popular  and  successful  physician  of  Lakeville,  town 

of  Salisbury. 
As  in  America  is  to  be  found  the  true  and  noble  type  of  the  self-made    man   to 
a  greater  extent  than  in  any  other  nation,  so  here  is  to  be  found  a  greater  popular 
appreciation   of  the   intrinsic   elements   of  individual    character,   which  have   made 
great  accomplishment  possible. 

In  any  work  touching  tlrose  who  have  won  precedence  and  honor  in  connec- 
tion with  industrial,  professional,  and  political  activities  of  Connecticut,  it  is  im- 
perative that  a  tribute  of  respect  and  appreciation  be  accorded  to  Dr.  Knight,  who 
has  won  exalted  success  through  his  own  efforts  and  ability. 

He  was  born  November  24,  1855  in  Lakeville,  Litchfield  County,  and  is  the  son 
of  Dr.  Henry  M.  and  Mary  Fitch  Phelps  Knight.  His  father  was  a  most  skillful 
and  competent  physician,  and  was  for  many  years  Superintendent  of  the  Con- 
necticut School  for  Imbeciles.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the  State  Legislature 
in  1856. 

Dr.  George  H.  Knight's  early  education  was  received  in  the  public  schools  of 
his  native  town,  being  supplemented  by  a  two  years  course  in  Yale  University, 
class  of  1877.  He  afterward  studied  medicine  at  the  University  Medical  Col- 
lege in  New  York,  and  received  his  doctor's  degree  in  1880.  In  1902  the  Honor- 
ary Degree  of  M.  A.  vi^as  conferred  upon  him  by  Yale  University. 

Upon  the  completion  of  his  medical  course,  Dr.  Knight  accepted  the  Superin- 
tendency  of  the  State  Institute  for  feeble-minded  children  at  Faribault,  Minnesota, 
and  in  1885  he  assumed  control  of  the  school  for  Imbeciles  at  Lakeville.  which 
office  had  been  held  by  his  father  up  till  the  time  of  his  death.  It  is  now  about 
twenty-five  years  since  Dr.  Knight  first  assumed  control  of  this  institution,  and 
under  his  able  and  conscientious  management  this  school  has  gained  a  most  en- 
viable reputation. 

To  his  mother  Dr.  Knight  attributes  the  strongest  and  best  influences  upon 
his  life. 

On  September  16,  1879  Dr.  Knight  married  Kate  M.  Brannon  of  New  York 
City,  which  union  has  been  blessed  with  one  child,  Gertrude  M.  Knight. 

Dr.  Knight  attends  the  Congregational  Church,  and  in  Politics  is  a  staunch 
supporter  of  the  Republican  party.  He  has  represented  his  town  in  the  State 
Legislature  for  two  consecutive  sessions,  and  in  both  sessions  he  had  important 
duties  to  perform.  In  1907  he  was  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Health 
and  Safety,  and  in  1909  he  was  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Humane  Institu- 
tions. He  has  also  served  his  town  as  Treasurer,  and  in  1901-1902  he  was  Surgeon 
General  on  the  Staff  of  Governor  George  P.  McLean. 

Dr.  Knight  is  a  man  of  sterling  character,  devoted  to  his  family,  unselfish  in 
his  relations  to  the  community  in  which  he  lives,  supporting  public  measures  for 
the  general  good,  and  by  his  life  exemplifying  a  high  and  estimable  type  of  Ameri- 
can Citizenship.  As  a  business  man,  his  name  has  never  been  tarnished  with  a 
breath  that  reflected  upon  his  integrity,  and  his  standing  to-day  in  business,  social 
and  church  circles  is  one  in  which  he  and  his  family  may  take  a  justifiable  and 
commendable  pride. 
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CHARLL5  EDWARD  GRAHAM 

^jTHERE  are,  in  every  community,  men  of  great  force  of  character  and  ex- 
ceptional ability,  who  by  reason  of  their  capacity  for  leadership  become 
recognized  as  foremost  citizens,  and  bear  a  most  important  part  in  public 
aifairs.  Such  a  man  is  Mr.  Graham,  who  is  prominently  identified  with  the  in- 
dustrial interests  of  New  Haven. 

He  was  born  February  9,  1858,  in  Branford,  Connecticut,  the  son  of  James  and 
Maria  (Foote)  Graham.  His  education  was  received  at  the  Williston  Seminary, 
and  the  late  General  Russell's  Military  Academy.  He  is  descended  from  James 
Graham,  Marquis  of  Montrose,  a  noted  Royalist  who  fought  on  the  side  of  Charles 
I,  in  the  first  Civil  War  of  England.  His  first  ancestors  in  America  emigrated  from 
Scotland  early  in  the  nineteenth  century.  His  father  was,  like  himself,  a  brass 
founder,  w^ho  served  his  town  as  selectman,  representative,  and  state  senator.  His 
characteristics  were  integrity  and  generosity. 

Inheriting  from  his  father,  rare  traits  of  character  and  marked  business  ability, 
his  rise  to  the  front  was  rapid  and  remarkable.  He  is  to-day  at  the  head  of  the 
James  Graham  &  Company,  of  which  his  father  was  the  original  founder,  Presi- 
dent of  the  West  Haven  Manufacturing  Company,  President  of  the  Wire  Xovelty 
Manufacturing  Company,  Vice-President  of  the  Utah  and  Eastern  Copper  Company, 
Vice-President  of  the  J.  H.  Bunnell  Company  of  New  York,  Treasurer  of  the 
Mayo  Radiator  Company,  and  is  Secretary  and  Director  of  the  New  Haven  Times 
Leader  Company. 

He  is  a  republican  in  politics,  and  represented  the  town  of  Orange  in  the  State 
Legislature  in  1897,  being  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Insurance.  In  1903 
he  was  State  Senator  and  was  chairman  of  three  committees,  Claims,  Executive 
Nominations,  and  Forfeited  Rights.  He  is  a  thirty-second  degree  Mason,  a  member 
of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  of  the  Hartford  Club,  Union  League  Club  and  the  Pheonix 
Club.     He  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church. 

In  recreation  his  favorite  sport  is  Yachting.  On  October  19,  1881,  Mr.  Graham 
was  married  to  Hattie  A.  Marsh,  one  child  being  born  to  them,  a  daughter.  Mar- 
guerite M.  He  is  exceedingly  energetic  and  concentrative,  in  his  ability  on  any 
subject  that  engrosses  him,  and  unlike  too  many  manufacturers,  he  does  not  allow 
the  increasing  demands  of  his  various  important  enterprises  to  make  him  narrow. 

Mr.  Graham  is  a  magnificent  specimen  of  the  self-made  man,  who  does  not  ruin 
the  architecture  by  egotism  or  selfishness. 


HON.  GLORGL  A5AHLL  HAMMOND 

TjTEW  men  are  more  prominent  or  more  widely  known  in  the  enterprising  town 

Jj]    of  Putnam,  than  George  A.  Hammond,  who,  as  an  extensive  silk  manufac- 

^       tnrer,  has  been  identified  with  the  business   interests  of  the  place  for  over 

thirty  years.     He  represents  a  true  type  of  American  progress  and  enterprise,  and 

his  indomitable  energy,  prudent  business  methods  and  sagacity,  have  all  combined 

to  make  him  one  of  the  ablest  business  men  of  the  State. 

Mr.  Hammond  was  born  May  26,  1841,  in  Hampton,  Connecticut,  where  he 
attended  the  common  schools,  later  pursuing  his  studies  for  a  short  time  at  Willis- 
ton  Seminary,  and  serving  one  term  as  assistant  teacher  in  Penmanship.  On  October 
12,  1862,  ]\Ir.  Hammond  was  joined  in  marriage  to  Jane  C.  Crandall.  There  were 
two  children,  Charles  Henry,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty,  and  Bertha  Elizabeth, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-one. 

At  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War,  ]\Ir.  Hammond  enlisted  in  the  26th  Con- 
necticut Volunteers,  was  chosen  Orderly  Sergeant,  and  later  as  Acting  Lieutenant, 
after  Capt.  Stanton  was  killed  at  the  Battle  of  Port  Hudson,  May  27,  1S63,  within 
one  hundred  yards  of  the  Confederate  works.  He  served  in  this  capacity  until 
discharged. 

]\Ir.  Hammond's  activity  in  politics  as  a  strong  supporter  of  the  Republican 
party,  and  his  zeal  for  the  public  welfare,  have  given  him  a  reputation,  and  in- 
fluence whi^h  reaches  beyond  the  bounds  of  his  locality. 

He  came  to  Putnam  in  1878,  and  during  the  long  years  of  his  residence  there 
he  has  championed  every  movement  designed  to  promote  the  general  welfare,  has 
supported  every  enterprise  for  the  public  good,  and  has  materially  aided  in  the 
advancement  of  all  social,  educational  and  moral  interests. 

He  has  been  elected  representative  in  the  State  Legislature  four  times  ;  in 
1876,  whi:h  year  he  represented  the  town  of  IMansfield,  and  three  times  from  Put- 
nam, in  1885,  1886  and  1905.  He  has  also  been  elected  a  member  of  the  town 
school  committee  for  neaid}^  thirty  3^ears,  and  has  served  as  chairman  for  the  last 
fifteen  years. 

Hf  was  a  member  of  the  Connecticut  commission  at  the  Chicago  World's  Fair 
in  1S93.  He  took  pride  in  the  fact  that  Hammond,  Knowlton  &  Company's  Silks 
were  the  official  silks  of  the  exposition,  being  used  exclusively  on  all  sewing  ma- 
chines. He  has  been  a  delegate  to  the  Republican  National  conventions,  and  voted 
for  McKinley  as  the  Presidential  Elector,  and  has  for  over  ten  years  been  a  member 
of  the  Republican  State  Central  Committee  of  Connecticut.  Mr.  Hammond  has  been 
a  member  of  the  Home  Market  Club  of  Boston  from  the  first.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Executive  Committee  for  two  years  when  General  William  F.  Draper  was  presi- 
dent, and  is  now  one  of  the  vice-presidents. 

He  may  be  called,  in  the  future,  to  higher  political  honors.  His  political  services 
have  been  marked  by  clean  business  methods,  effective,  energetic  and  satisfactory 
to  his  ciiiistituents,  and  his  high  personal  reputation  has,  no  doubt,  been  the  most 
potent  factor  in  his  success  as  a  public  man,  winning  him  the  confidence  of  his 
fellow  citizens  to  a  degree  which  no  other  quality  could  command. 

Mr.  and  JNIrs.  Hammond  have  traveled  quite  extensively  all  over  the  United 
States,  having  journeyed  as  far  as  California.  Their  church  affiliations  are  with 
the  Congregational  Church  of  Putnam,  which  church  has  good  reason  to  remember 
Mr.  Hammond's  liberality.  He  is  president  of  The  Hammond,  Knowlton  &  Com- 
pany, Hampton  Silk  Companj',  and  the  Putnam  Light  and  Power  Company.  He 
has  a  large  interest  in  the  Eureka  Silk  Manufacturing  Company,  and  promoted  the 
New  London  Wash  Silk  Company,  and  the  Putnam  Box  Company. 

He  is  a  Mystic  Shriner,  Elk  —  Life  Member  —  Odd  Fellow,  Royal  Arcanum, 
A.  O.  U.  W.,  and  K.  of  P.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Hartford  Club,  the  Thames  Club 
of  New  London,  the  Arcanum  Club  of  Putnam,  and  the  Army  and  Navy  Club  of 
Connecticut.  He  is  also  an  honorary  member  of  the  Catholic  Athletic  Club  of 
Putnam. 

A   man   of  high   character,    and  undoubted  integrity,   the  success  that  he  has 
achieved  in  life  is  certainly  well  deserved,  and  he  justh-  merits  the  confidence  and  . 
respect   so   freely   accorded  him  by   his   fellow-citizens. 


AM05  WHITNEY 


J^HE    family    name    of    Whitney    ranks 

VlU  among  the  oldest  and  most  dis- 
tingnished  in  New  England.  Fron\ 
Colonial  days  to  the  present  time,  this  fam- 
ily has  furnished  to  thte  Commonwealth, 
Church  and  State,  men  renowned  for  their 
patriotism,  learning,  piety  and  statesman- 
ship, soldiers,  who  have  written  the  record 
of  'their  achievements  across  the  page  of 
history  in  enduring  characters,  and  publi. 
servants,  eminent  alike  in  State  and  Nation  a' 
affairs. 

Amos  Whitney,  who  has  successful !> 
maintained  the  prestage  of  .this  wortlix 
name,  w^as  born  October  8,  1832,  at  Bidde- 
ford,  Maine,  the  son  of  Aaron  and  Rebecca 
(Perkins)  Whitney.  His  early  education 
was  acquired  in  the  public  schools,  and  be- 
fore his  fourteenth  birthday,  he  started  in 
to  learn  the  machinist  trade  with  the  Essex 
]\lachine  Companj',  of  Lawrence,  Mass. 
This  was  Mr.  Whitney's  first  start  in  a 
Mechanical  career,  which  later  made  him  famous  all  over  the  civilized  world',  as 
the  head  of  the  Pratt  &  Whitney  Company  of  Hartford,  Connecticut. 

]Mr.  Whitney  was  married  on  September  8,  1856,  to  ]\Iiss  Laura  Johnson. 
From  this  union  there  w'ere  three  children,  Nellie  H..  who'  died  at  the  age  of  five; 
Nettie  L.,  and  Clarence  Edgar.  In  politics.  Mr.  Whitney  is  a  Republican,  but  is 
not  bound  by  any  party  ties,  wh'en  casting  his  ballot,  as  he  invariably  support.^ 
the  candidate  he  considers  best  adapted  for  the  office.  By  his  own  individual 
grit,  progressiveness  and  sound  judgment,  he  has. met  with  well  merited  pros- 
peritj',  and  is  recognized  to-day  as  one  of  the  'solid  men  of  the  State. 

FRANK  V.  A.  LOUCK5 

T-lRAXK  v.  a.  LOUCKS,  now  retired 
p-"  from  active  business  life,  was,  during 
his  business  career,  ranked  among  the 
most  successful  business  men,  his  industrious 
habits  and  unswerving  integrity  winning  him 
a  large  circle  of  friends  and  patrons,  and 
securing  for  him  the  lasting  respect  and  es- 
teem of  the  community.  ^Ir.  Loucks  was 
born  ]\Iay  20,  1865  in  Sharon,  Connecticut, 
and  received  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  and  the  Sharon  Academy.  He  is  at 
present  Democratic  Representative  to  the 
Legislature,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Forfeited  Rights.  He  is  very  prom- 
inent fraternally  and  socially,  being  one  of 
Cornwall's  leading  citizens,  and  a  man 
esteemed  by  all  his  townsmen,  regardless  of 
political  affiliations. 

]\Ir.  Loucks  was  for  years  previous  to  his  retirement  Superintendent  of  the  J. 
L.  ;Mott  Iron  Works  of  New  York  City,  and  during  his  long  connection  with  this 
concern  he  held  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  all  who  were  in  his  employ.  A 
public-spirited  and  progressive  citizen,  he  takes  a  deep  interest  in  anything  per- 
taining to  the  public  welfare,  and  never  withholds  from  anything  which  he  thinks 
will  be  of  benefit  to  his  town  and  state. 


JOHN  MILTON  GRLI5T 

John  Milton  Greist,  the  founder  of  The  Greist  Manufacturing  Company, 
Manufacturers  of  Sewing  Machine  Attachments  at  New  Haven,  Connecticut,  was 
born  Alay  9th,  1850,  at  Crawfordsville,  Indiana.  When  but  fourteen  years  of  age, 
he  began  selling  Sewing  Machines,  taking  up  the  Wheeler  &  Wilson  Machine, 
which  he  sold  throughout  portions  of  Indiana,  Illinois  and  Iowa 

In  this  field  of  practical  experience,  he  early  turned  his  attention  to  the  sub- 
ject of  Attachments  for  doing  various  kinds  of  Special  work  on  Sewing  Machines, 
which  was  then  becoming  of  importance  to  the  trade,  but  was  not  meeting  with  full 
favor  by  the  companies  building  machines.  From  that  time  until  his  death,  he  was 
continuously  in  touch  with  and  leading  the  advancement  in  Sew-ing  Machine  At- 
tachments. How  well  he  succeeded  is  shown  bv  the  popularity  of  his  product  and 
the  extent  of  the  business  which  he  built  up.  Other  proof  of  .the  novelty  and  the 
usefulness  of  his  inventions  is  found  in  the  fact  that  patents  were  granted  to  him 
on  more  than  sixty  of  them.  There  was  scarcely  a  year  in  which  the  Patent  Office 
Records  did  not  show  his  inventions  covering  the  whole  range  of  "Attachments" 
as  known  to  the  trade. 

He  first  began  the  manufacture  of  Attachments  at  Chicago  in  the  earliest  sev- 
enties, continuing  that  work  until  1887,  when  he  went  to  the  Singer  Manufacturing 
Company  at  Elizabethport,  New  Jersey,  where  he  was  employed  in  charge  of  their 
Attachment  Department  until  1890.  Coming  to  New  Haven  in  1890,  Mr.  Greist 
commenced  the  manufacture  of  Attachments  on  a  large  scale,  organizing  the  pres- 
ent company.  From  this  beginning,  the  business  has  steadily  grown,  its  employees 
now  numbering  between  seven  hundred  and  eight  hundred.  For  a  number  of  vears 
this  company  has  had  contracts  with  nearly  all  of  the  large  Sewing  Machine  Man- 
ufacturers and  Supply  Houses,  furnishing  them  with  Attachments  for  their  ma- 
chines of  various  makes  and  styles. 

His  death  occurred  February  23,  1906,  since  which  time  the  business  has  been 
continued  under  the  active  management  of  his  two  sons,  the  elder  of  whom  has 
been  in  bis  father's  employ  since  he  was  fourteen  years  old. 


DAVID  HLNRY  MILLLR 


/ 


^Pl  AVID  H.  :MILLER,  Manufacturer,  Bank- 
'fH.  er,  Statesman,  and  3ililitary  man,  was 
Cj  born  August  12,  1831  in  London,  Eng- 
land. He  is  the  son  of  John  H.  and  Sarah 
Neville  Miller.  He  attended  the  private 
schools  in  London  until  he  was  twelve  years 
old,  and  at  fourteen  came  to  New  York  and 
became  cashier  in  a  store  there. 

He  later  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
show-cases  in  New  York,  and  in  1851  returned 
to  London  where  he  spent  a  year  learning  the 
curl-hair  business.  He  then  returned  to  New 
York,  and  established  himself  in  that  business, 
which  he  later  transferred  to  Georgetown, 
Connecticut,  where  he  has  been  in  business  for 
hfty  years.  He  became  president  and  treasurer 
of  the  Gilbert  &  Bennett  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany, and  vice-president  of  the  Fairfield 
County  National  Bank  at  X'orwalk,  and  still 
holds  these  important  positions. 

On  September  27,  1855  Mr.  Miller  mar- 
ried   Catherine    Welling,    nine    children,    five 

sons,  and  four  daughters  have  been  born  to  them.  Before  the  Civil  War  he 
was  a  member  of  the  New  York  Washington  Grays,  and  during  the  war  he  was 
major  of  the  23d  Regiment,  Connecticut  Volunteers,  and  served  for  thirteen  months. 

Major  Miller  belongs  to  numerous  military  societies  and  clubs,  and  is  also 
very  prominent  in  the  leading  fraternal  societies.  His  religious  ties  are  with  the 
Episcopal  church. 


^jt 


WILLIAM  HARRISON  TAYLOR 


ILLL\M  H.  TAYLOR,  well  known  all 
over  the  state  as  "Souvenir"  Taylor,  was 
born  May  2,  1862  in  Artie.  R.  L  His 
education  was  acquired  in  the  district  schools 
and  the  Putnam  High  school.  Mr.  Taylor  has 
been  identified  with  newspaper  work  since  an 
early  age,  having  been  connected  as  editor, 
business  manager  and  proprietor  of  various 
journals.  He  was  secretary  and  treasurer  for 
several  years  of  the  Connecticut  Editorial 
Association  which  he  founded  in  1888.  He  was 
messenger  in  the  House  of  Representatives  in 
1884 ;  doorkeeper  in  1889 ;  assistant  to  super- 
intendent of  Capitol  during  the  constitutional 
convention  of  1902  and  the  sessions  of  the 
legislatures  of  1905.  1907  and  1909.  In  1901 
he  represented  his  town,  and  in  1903-1904  was 
a  member  of  the  Republican  State  Central 
Committee.  On  Nov.  26,  1891.  he  married 
Alice  T.  Dav.  They  have  one  daughter, 
Grace  Abilena,  born  March  29,  1892.  Mr. 
Tavlor  has  been  publisher  of  Connecticut 
Legislative  History  and  Souvenir  since  1897  and  Compiler  of  the  Manual  and  Roll  of 
the  General  Assembly  since  1901.  He  is  very  prominent  in  fracternal  circles.  On 
holidays  and  at  many  public  gatherings,  Mr.  Tavlor  has  made  the  occasion  one  to 
be  especially  remembered  through  the  presentation  of  some  appropriate  souvenir 
which  has  always  been  well  received.  It  is  no  note  of  flattery  to  say  that  Mr. 
Tavlor  'S  well  known  and  liked  evervwhere. 


INTERNATIONAL  5ILVLR  CO. 

/THE  International  Silver  Company  was  organized  under  the  laws  of  the  state 
of  New  Jersey  on  November  19,  1898,  with  an  authorized  capital  of 
($11,000,000)  common  and  ($9,000,000)  preferred  stock.  The  preferred  stock 
issued  was  (^^$6,007,500)  and  the  common  stock  ($9,944,700).  Immediately  the 
company  bought  the  total  capital  stock  of  the  following  companies  from  the  vari- 
ous stockholders:  The  Barbour  Silver  Co.,  HartforJ;  Holmes  &  Edwards  Silver 
Co.,  Bridgeport ;  Manhattan  Silver  Plate  Co.,  Lyons,  N.  Y. ;  Mcridcn  Britannia 
Co.,  Meridcn  ;  Meriden  Silver  Plate  Co.,  Meriden ;  Norwich  Cutlery  Co.,  Norwich  ; 
William  Rogers  Manufacturing  Co.,  Plartford;  Rogers  Cutlery  Co.,  Hartford; 
Rogers  &  Brother,  Waterbury;  Rogers  &  Hamilton  Co.,  Waterbury;  Wilcox  Silver 
Plate  Co.,  Meriden ;  Watrous  Manufacturing  Co.,  Wallingford,  and  Standard 
Silver  Co.,  Ltd.,  Toronto,  Ont.  In  the  early  part  of  1899  these  companies  were  also 
purchased:  Derby  Silver  Co.,  Derby;  Simpson,  Hall,  Miller  &  Co.,  Wallingford; 
Simpson  Nickel  Co.,  Wallingford,  and  Middletown  Plate  Co.,  Middletown.  The 
same  year  these  companies  were  merged  in  the  International  Silver  Company  and 
ceased  to  e.xist  as  independent  corporations.  The  headquarters  of  the  consolidated 
industry  was  established  in  what  had  been  the  office  of  the  Meriden  Britannia  Co., 
Meriden,  although  the  building  was  enlarged  by  the  addition  of  two  stories.  The 
officers  of  the  new  company  were :  Samuel  Dodd,  President ;  George  H.  Wilco.x, 
First  Vice-President;  George  C.  Edwards,  Second  Vice-President;  C.  A.  Hamilton, 
Third  Vice-President ;  Samuel  Thomas,  Treasurer ;  George  M.  Curtis,  Assistant 
Treasurer;   George  Rockwell,   Secretary. 

The  production  of  goods  bearing  the  trade  mark  of  Meriden  Silver  Plate 
Company  was  removed  to  the  factory  of  the  Meriden  Britannia  Company  and  the 
plant  of  the  Barbour  Silver  Company  was  moved  from  Hartford  and  installed  in 
the  factory  made  vacant  by  the  previous  change.  In  January,  1903,  the  total  capital 
stock  of  the  United  States  Silver  Corporation  was  acquired  which  gave  the  com- 
pany indirectly  the  ownership  of  C.  Rogers  &  Brothers  of  Meriden.  The  business 
of  their  latter  company  was  now  replaced  by  that  of  William  Rogers  Manufactur- 
ing Company  and  Rogers  Cutlery  Company  of  Hartford,  which  were  removed  from 
Hartford  and  are  now  installed  in  the  factory  on  Butler  Street,  Meriden.  The 
late  General  Samuel  Thomas,  of  New  York,  who  was  elected  treasurer  on  the 
organization  of  the  company  was  never  actively  connected  with  the  company  and 
resigned  the  office  in  July,  1900.  The  present  officers  of  the  company  are:  George 
H.  Wilcox,  President;  George  C.  Edwards,  Eirst  Vice-President;  C.  A.  Hamilton, 
Second  Vice-President;  C.  H.  Tibbits,  Third  Vice-President;  George  M.  Curtis, 
Treasurer ;   George  Rockwell,  Secretary,  and  C.   Berry  Peets,  Auditor. 

This  great  industry  now  e'.nplovs  about  4,.J00  hands.  The  wares  of  the  Inter- 
national Silver  Company  are  now  being  sold  all  over  the  United  States  and  exported 
to  foreign  countries,  notably  to  South  America  where  a  large  and  profitable  trade 
has  been  built  up.  It  was  necessary  years  ago  to  send  a  representative  to  that 
continent  to  look  after  the  various  interests  of  the  company,  which  connection  has 
ever  since  been  maintained.  In  every  respect  the  International  Silver  Company  is 
the  leading  exponent  of  the  American  Silverware  trade  and  Connecticut  is  fortunate 
to  have   such  an   enormous   and  prosperous  industry. 

The  officers  and  directors  of  the  company  are  strong  business  ipen,  all  known 
in  financial  circles  as  possessing  those  qualities  necessary  to  successfully  carry  on 
an  enterprise  of  such  magnitude. 


>        C  H.  DLXTLR  &  50N5 

[Taken  From  The  Hartford  Sunday  Post,  Greaier  Hartford  Edition.] 

•AY  back  in   1769 — that's   140  years  ago — there   was   a  grist   mill   up   above 
Bissell's  Ferrv    cn.igiy  nested  beneath  the  oyerniingitig  cottnn-        '     that 
lined  the  banks  of  the  Cjnneciicut,  just  where- tiie  surf,  breaking  be''°ath 
the  Enfield  Falls,  is  transformed   into  mist  to  nourish  the   tobacco  fields  ol 
Wiindsors.     This  mill  was  just  west   of  the   site  of  the  present  great   Star 
No.    I.      Seth  D(.'xtcr   owned   the   mill.     It     s   a   matter   of   tradition   rathdr 
history  that  dog"  pcv/er  ran  the  mill  wdien  water  power  failed  during  the  pe 
of  drought.     The  corn  and  wheat  that  made  brc'ad  for  the   sturdy  pioneer; 
miles   around,   even   so   far   as   Agav.-am   and   Hartford,    were   groimd   here. 
Dexter,  second,  ran  the  mill  after  its  founder  didd.     Charles  H.  Dexter,  sc 
Seth,   second,   succeeded  to'  the  ownership. 

In  1835  C.  H.  Dexter  began  making  paper  out  of  vnanila  rope  in  the  base- 
nent  of  the  old  grist  mill.  Somewhere  about  1840  a  mill  for  the  exclusi've  -aan- 
nfacture  of  paper  w'as  erected  'in  the  oppcsite  side  of  the  canal,  on  the  si  e  of 
the  present  great  mill.  This  (i84o)  paper  mill  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  1875,  and 
the  nucleus  of  the  present  structure  erected  in  1S76. 

Tn  the  '60s  of  the  last  century  Charles  H.  Dexter  took  into  partnership  his 
son,  K.  D.  Dexter,  and  h's  son-in-iaw,  H.  R.  Coffin.  Tliis  may  be  said  to  have 
marked  the  birth  of  C.  IT.  Dexter  &  Sons,  now  one  of  the  principal  mam'*^ac- 
turers  in  the  world  of  high-grade  cover  and  tissue  papers.  This  mill  was  coded 
the  "Star"  and  as  such,  with  its  successors  since,  hc'ts  cari\'ed  the  name. 

Charles  H.  Dexter  died  in  1869  and  was  succeeded  by  Edwin  D.  Dexter 
and  Herbert  R.  Coffin.  Edwin  D.  Dexter  died  in  1S86  and  the  business  passed 
uito  the  hands  of  Herbert  R.  Coffi.n,  who  continued  it  under  the!  old  name.  Mr. 
Coffin  increased  the  size  of  the  plant,  dropping  the  mannfactui'e  of  manila  paper 
and  began  the  making  of  high-grade  specialties  in  colors  and  tissues.  In  1877 
this  mill  was  among  the  first  to  make  Soda  Fibre  Paper  in  this  conntry. 

On  the  death  of  Herbert  R.  Coffin  in  1901,  his  sons,  Arthur  D.  and  Hc-'^'^'rt 
R.,  succeeded  to  this  growing  business,  continuing  under  the  old  fariily  nan 
C.    H    DEXTER   &    SONS,   and   have,    during   the'r   management,   not    onl}     i 
creased  the   "vStar"   plant   but   in    IQ02   they  bought   the    old   "Franklin"    Wi 
Faper    I\Iill    at    Boston    Neck     (Suffield)     and    after    thorouglily    remodtilin,,    it, 
with  up-to-date  machinery,  are  now  running  the  two  mills,  "Star"  and  "Nc.  2," 
making    specialties   of   high-grade    papers,    including    the    famous    Pnincess      and 
Unique  Covers,  White  and   Colored  "Star"  Tissues,   "Stai"   i\Ianifoid   Lin^n  and 
Thin   Typewriter   Papers,   and   Grass   Bleached    (Silver)    Tissue,    and   do   a   very 
extensive  business   throughout  the   country   and   abroad,   in    fact,   "tlie   sun   never 
sets  on  the  Star  Mills  products."     Many  of  their  specialties  are   papers   used  in 
the    arts    and    sciencds,    requiring    absalute    purity,    accuracy,    and    perfection    of 
texture.     Their   "Star"   G.   B.    Silver  Tissue   for   wrapping   silverware  has   com- 
jletely  supplanted  the  famous  English  paper  formerly  exclusively  used  by  silver- 
smiths. 

C.  H.  DEXTER  &  SONvS  are  justly  proud  of  their  Princess  and  Unique 
Cover  Papers,  which  go  the  world  over,  an.d  they  were  the  first  mill  to  issue 
a  sample  bonk  showing  printed  specimens  of  covers  and  suggestions  of  their 
use,  wdiich  idea  has  been  extensively  copied  by  other  manufacturers  of  cover 
papers.  The  last  sample  book  of  Princess  Covers  bears  the  quaint,  but  appro- 
priate title,  "The  Princess  of  the  House  of  Gutenberg,"  and  lis  a  work  of  art 
which  has  won  a  wo'rld-wide  reputation  wherever  printing  and  binding  are 
lecognized  as  fine  arts. 


Earl  L.  Chadwick  was  born  Mav  1,  1881,  in  Lyme,  Connec- 
ticut. He  had  merely  a  public  Grammar  School  education. 
After  the  completion  of  this  he  went  to  work  at  the  Colt's 
Fire  Arms  Co.,  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  Machinist,  and  until 
two  years  a^o  he  worked  at  his  trade. 

Mr.  Chadwick  then  went  into  advertisinj?  and  in  this  line 
he  met  with  really  wonderful  success,  in  spite  of  the  fact 
that  he  had  had  no  previous  training.  Suddenly,  in  February, 
1908,  he  had  a  severe  hemorrhage  which  at  once  stopped  all 
work  and  very  nearly  caused  his  death. 

From  that  time  until  now,  it  has  been  a  stern  fight, — at  first 
for  simple  existence,  then,  as  strength  began  to  return,  for  a 
new  life.  The  *"P'  .nised  Land"  for  him  has  been  the  South 
West  and  the  financial  returns  from  the  publication  of  this 
book  will  be  his  means  of  its  attainment. 

Against  what  he  has  persevered,  few  know.  Often  with  a 
temperature  of  102  plus,  many  days  when  he  could  do  no 
work,  days  when  his  agents  had  to  go  to  his  bed  side  for 
instructions.  Such  has  been  the  manner  of  this  book's  pro- 
duction. A  stort  heart  and  a  devoted  family  have  been 
practically  his  entire  assets. 

Mr.  Chadwick  does  not  know  that  I  am  setting  down  this 
little  outline:  bu!:  the  brave  fight  put  up  and  those  unknown 
others  "who  are  up  against  it  pnd  see  no  way  out"  make  an 
apo'o7v  for  the  writing  of  this  card  unnecessary. 

J.  B.  McCooK  M.  D. 

-■\pril  19.  1909. 
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